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‘Megatrends’ author

"‘ J

By Wayno Pea!
staff writer

Eeonomic good times arc here and
they sheuld contlinue to roll, accerd-
ing to the man who authoroed the
hest-selling economle forecast "Me-
patrends.”

Jokn Nalsbitt palnted a generally-
rosy ecanomic plcture for the nearly
1,000 trl-county busincss, govern-
ment and educational leaders who
lheard him speak Wednesday at Ro-
chester's Oakland Unlversity.

*\What you keep reading in the me-
dia is that the recovery is slowing
down. Then, two wecks later, you
read that it's going strong,” Nalsbltt
snid. “The point ls, it isn’t a recov-
ery. It's a powerful ncw cconomy
coming Into place.”

‘T'he Nalsbitt-described new cconc-
ny is based on computerlzed Infor-

ation processing. not industrlal

arufacturing. It should feature
abundant employment opportunitles
and greater respect for workers’ In-
dividual dignity, according to the
brarded, best-selling trend-watcher.

“There is already competitlon for
workers,” he said, “In the Boston
arca, companles are busing workers
In'*

Likewise rule-by-fear manages
ment, so prevalent in some carpora-
tlans, should soon pass, Nalsbitt safd.

“We are seeing a shifting from the
munager as order-giver to the mana-
1s facilltator, as teacher and as
developer of human potentlal.” )
Even the clouds seemed to part
Lefore Nalsbitt's good news mes-
sage. The drizzly day turned sunny
just before he stepped 1o the padium.

NAISUITT PRAISED Michigan —
picking up the governnor's “come-
state” terminology — and indi-
y praised loca) economie devel-
opment.

John Nalsbitt
author

“Milchigan has a Jong-running his-
tory as a oncindusiry state —
whether it be fur, lumber, copper of
automotive — and that's changlng” .
Naisbitt sald. “Diversification is a
very healthy part of this comeback.”

Gakland Tenologleal Park, devel-
oping just a stone’s throw from
where Naisbitt spoke, also drew
praise for lts proposed partnership
of buslness and higher educatlon.

“1{ looks slmilar to what we've
scen In the Boston area and In the
Carollnas,” he sald In an informal
post-speech session with reparters.

Communitles, like Rochester Hills
and Troy, that attract new, small-
scale companles, also gained Nais-
bitt's priase. 3

“It's an old industrial ldea to go to
a blg company and ask them to come
to put o plant [n your backyard.” he
sald. “Small, new, entreprenuerial

Health program lauded

Qakwood Hospital's immunization
pregrain, recognized as a distine
ished community health prome
program by the Michigan De-
riment of Health and lluman Ser-
. has received the 1986 Scere-
v's Award for Excellence,

it was presented to Gerald
Fitzgeeald, president of Qakwood
Heaith Services Corp., by Dr. James
flarrison, deputy director for pro-
prams, Michigan Department of
Tublie Health, at the hospital’s third
wnhual health promotion conference.

&

Ioining Fitzgerald were Farming-
ton Hills residents Dr. Max Lichter,

dlrector of the Communlty Health

and Health Educatlon Depariment,-
and Margaret Kish, an Oakwood

Hospital Gulld volunteer who coordi-

nated the program for four years.

The program, which began In
1941, Is conducted by Oakwood Hos-
pital Guild volunteers who vislt new
mothers In the obstetrics unit lo ex-
plaln the lmportance of childhood
immunizatlon.

As part of the program, the com-
pliance rate of participating chil
dren at 4 months and 18 months of
age Is monitored. Thus far, the over-
all rate Is estlmated to be more than
95 percent.

FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

" trlal plant,” he added,

companies are where they jobs are
coming from.”

“Satyrn s probably the last indus-

ing to

ness for themselves.”

Unlons stand to become obsolede,
Nalsbitt warned, unless they rede-
1 relations.

the Tennessee site for General Mo-
tors' newly-proposed automotlve di-
yiston. “The thought has crossed my
mind that the Saturn plant may nev-
er come about, at least not as con-
cepluratlzed.”

ine employ T
“We're moving toawrd unlon-free
socicty,” he sald. “Unions must
adapt and, to thls point, they haven't
shown the Inclination.”
Computerization helped prompt
economlc change, Naisbitt sald.

The new economy
won't be without Its growlng pains.

once a
among job-providers, is a much less
bl dity today, he

Mid-level are
an endangered specles, atcording to
Nalsbltt.

“Computers are Inercasingly
dotng the Job of mid-level manage-
ment,"” he sald.

THAT MESSAGE holds no com-
fort for arca automotive employees
who arc bracing for rumored
layoffs.

“What we'ce flndlng Is these peo-
ple become entreprenuers,” Naisblit
sald, “They frequently go into busi-

sald,

“] told my childrcn that unless
they were going to be musiclans or
mathmaticians they shouldn't declde
what they were going to be until they
were 35," the Washinglon-based for-
caster said. “Maybe they took me a
Hittle too serfously.”

A job-hunter’s market should con-
tinue to the end of the century, Nais-
bitt said.

“There’s terrifle competition for
persannel,” he said, “From 1965 on

women began having fewer bables.
And this these people — people from
the so called baby bust — who'll be
cntering the market ptace from now
until the end of the century.”

Naishltt claborated: “In 1990
there wlll be 6 milllon fewer teenag:
ers than there were in 1980. I have
this vislon of McDonald'’s belng
staffed by senfor cltizens. Imaglne
that, they’d be having employees
who could add and subtract.”

IF THERE s a dark cloud, Nais-
bitt sald, it Is the Amerlcan educa-
tlonal system's Inabllily to provide
adequately-tralned employees.

“Im a strong advocate of the
voucher system,” Naisbitt said.
“Then, schools could compete for
students. One school could empha-

- slze sclence, another the arts.”
“I'm a product of the greatest

voucher system we ever had — the
GI Bill,” he said.
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paints rosy picture

Masslve government debt, a red
flog to other forccasters, doesn't
bother Nalsbltt terrlbly.

“p'm pot saylng something
shouldn't be done, but Japan has a
much higher debt per caplta than we
do," he said.

Charlman of the Naisbitt Group, &
Washington, D.C.-bascd social fore-
casting agency, Naisbilt publishes a
bi-weekly newsletter and ‘monthly
magazine tracking cconomic devel-
opment in what the organizatlon
calls “bellether states”.

Naisbitt, who has also authored
the book “Futurc Trends” and co-au-
thored “Re-lnventing the Corpora-
tlon”, spoke at Oakland Unlversity's
Inaugural Business Forum.

Unlversity offlclals hope to make
the event an annual affair,
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The Orthodontic Treatment Centers.

Now, braces for your child’s teeth

i

Pre-arrangement assures Peaco of Mind.
Pre-planning greatly seduces stress

for tamily members, Important decisions
ean be made in advance. And, funcral
costs can be fixed al today’s prices.

without pa through the nose.
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It's over $2,600 .
from most professional,
reliable Orthodontists.

It’s about $1,600 .
from the professional,
reliable Orthodontists

at OTC.

If you have insurance coverage, so much the bettee—
we'll honor Insurance benefits wherever applicable to help
minimize your out of pocket cost, [t's really quite simple.
All you have to do is call our new Flint 1.amber, 732-6511.
(Since we've been literally saving thousands of dollars for
thousands of parents all over Southeast Michigan isn't it
about time we did the same for you?) So come ta the
Orthodontic Tt Centers fora b ful smile and
the savings will put a smile on you. ['s sort of like getting

two smiles for the price of one.
' Orthodontic
Treatment Center
Professional, Rellable, Affordable Specialists
399-3456

Offices in Southfield, Ann Arbor, Dearborn, Lincoln
Park, Livonla, Detroit, Madison Heights, Rochester,
. Taylot, Troy, Westland, Roseville and Flint,
. (Flint Number 732-6511)
Eve's Sal. Appt's. Available,

At those prices you may feel worse about paying for
braces, than your child may feel about wearing them. But
now you don’t have to pay through the nose to set your
child’s tecth straight. Because now there’s an Orthodontic
“Treatment Center in Flint. So, what’s the difference
between the Orthodontic Treatment Centers and any
other prof 1, reliable Orthodontist? About $1,000,
Of course, you or your child receives free 1

] rthod care including braces and
lized financial ar

and if you wish, p

Gerald M. Letzer, D.D.S., M.D.S., Director




