Poll favors Ternan; ‘strange,’

By Rich Perlborg
staff wrlter

Oakland County clreult judge can-
didate Jessica Cooper says there is
somethlng “very strange and unusu-
al” about a lawyers' poll in which
she fares worse than her opponent,
Rochester Hills city attorncy ®aw-
rence Ternan,

“Two-thirds of Oakland County at-
torneys are In Southfleld, and they
didn't get thelr ballots until two days
before the deadline,” said Cooper,
wha is chief judge of the Southficld
District Court.

*“The bar poll was run by one of
Ternan's high supparters. There was
something very strange and unuso-
al”

were “rldicelous® and a “smokes-
creen” to obscure the fact that he
recelved better scores than she did
Irom the Oakland Couty Bar Assocl-
atlon’s judleial preference poll.

The poll, completed in September,
showed:

® “Preferred and well qualifled”
— Ternan, 56 percent; Cooper, 35
pereent.

o "Qualifled” — Cooper, 37 per-
cent; Ternan, 25 percent.

® “Not qualifled” — Cooper, 18
pereent; Ternan, 2 pereent.

THERE WERE 895 ballots re-
turned fn thls year's poll, a slight in-
crease from two ycars ago when the
{Irst survey was taken, safd Kathryn
Gllhert, exccutive dircctor for the

g0 to the wrong post offlce, sald Gil-
bert, a Southfleld resident wha didn't
recelve her ballot untll Sept. 18,
They were due Sept. 19 although Gil-
berl said ballots recclved as late as
Sept. 24 were counted.

“We dld have a problem with the
mall," she sald, “It certainly wasn't
deliberate.”

Glibert discounted any partisan-
ship since “by a fluke" a Cooper Sup-
porter and a Ternan supporier were
selected to run the poll prior to the
primary electlon.

Cooper and Ternan finlshed flrst
and second In the August nonpare
tisan primary. They will meet in the
Nov. 4 election to sec who replaces
retiring Judge Frederlek Ziem,

paring thelr endorsements.

Judge.

“good old boy” varicty.

Alter relatively Innocuous opening
remarks, the candidates heated up
when, In response from questions
from (he audlence, they began com-

‘Ternan sald he I8 endorsed by flve
Qakland circult judges, a federal dls-
trict judge and a number of district
judges including Clarence A. Reld,
Jr., who Is also a Southfleld distrlet

Cooper sald that 1,000 attorneys
and judges had endorsed her “and
not only with thelr names but also
with their checks.” She discounted
the endorsements of Ternan by ber
primary opponcnts as “a little bit of
sour grapes® and sald the circult
court endorsements were of the

TERNAN SAID Cooper’s clalms

county bar assoclation.

A bag of ballots maited Sept. § did
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‘THE SCUFFLE about the bar poli
surfaced Tuesday during the candi-
dates' first face-to-face meeting be-

a poputarity contest,” she sald,

forc the Bloomfield Republican he had solld attorney backing, “My
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“I don't think we are talking about

Ternan sald he was confident that
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Lawrence Ternan
“temperament”

torney who to vote for,” he told
Tuesday's audience,

BOTH CANDIDATES stressed the
race is nonpartisan, but said in sepa-
rate interviews that Republican en-
dorsements were golng to Ternan
and Democratic endorsements to

Cooper.
In fact, Cooper sald an invitation
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Jessica Cooper
41,000 attornoya”

to speak before the Rochester Re-
publican Women's Club was rescind-
ed because members thought she
was a Democrat.

Both clalmed to have significant
law enforcement endorsements.

During her openlng remarks, Coo-
per sald she was the better candidate
because, as a distrlet judge, she has
handled “just about every type of
case there Is.”

In additlon to being part of a
three-judge court that processes
35,000 cases a year, Cooper sald she
is well versed in erlmlnal cases and,
because many clreuit court cases
are remanded to district court, has
heard tawsuits with awards of up te
$1.6 milllon.

She said she has the “Judiclal
demeanor” to be a clrenlt court
Judge.

Ternan sald that during 21 years
of clrcult court trial experience he
has developed the “temperament”
nceded to “gain respect for the
court,”

He stressed the need for swift pun-
Ishment followlng convictions, *I
think too often courts have lost sight
of the fact that socicty should be
safe,” he said.

Each candldate expected to spend
well over $100,000 during thelr cam-
palgns,
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DECIDING IT’S TIME FOR

A PURE WOOL SPORTCOAT,
LOOK TO GRAHAM & GUNN
FOR THE SMART INVESTMENT

Pleading partially to that tweed you wose in college,
you're a harsh judge now when it comes to buying a
sportcoat. Insisting upon the comfort of that first and
faithful friend, you've high expectations—as do we. In
featuring sportcoats by Graham & Gunn, we assure you
cach is precision tailored with the soft shoulder styling

While Graham & Gunn craits each jacket from wool. it is
the quality of the wool they wse that is most impressive.
For unlike what you knew in college, wool today is highly
evolved, being softer, more durable and stain resistant. S0
insist on it. The pure wool sportcoat by Grabam & Gunn,
$275,-$305.
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