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First of two parts.

S1T WORTHIT?
How many times has that
been asked, do you think?

How often has a trustee at
a community college wandered
Into the athletle bullding tate on o
Wednesday night, heard the echo of
a bouncing basketball and gone
Into the gymnasium to Investigate?
He finds two uniformed teams with
two coaches cach and two stripe-
shirted officlals on display in front
of fewer than a dozen spectators,

What's he to think? If that trus-
tee [s fIscally aware, he's going to
ask hlmself why his college, s0
palnfully shart of esscntials like
.| computer terminals and adminls-
trative help, Is lnvesting in varsity
basketball players and coaches.

"] mean, which would benelit a
greater number of students,” he
would questlon himself, “a varsity
basketball program that helps 12
kids or a haif-dozen computers that

could ald theusands of students?”

ESPECIALLY, THAT trustec

:| will say to himself, a varsity bus-

ketball program that no one carcs

about. We could cancel it and no

one on campus would notlce, he'd

.| flgure after re-examining the slze
of the erowd.

He'd leave with the questlon
pounding In his head: What good s
it to have varslty sports in a com-
munity college?

Ara thoy, worth tha expanse?
Docs anyone care? Docs anyone no-
o tice?

Moncy is a strong Inducement

Do sports belong in
community college?

for change. At present, community
college sports arc not threatcned
because funding is not endangered.
It has been In the past, however,
High schools are quick to cancel
sports programs, calling them
nonessential, when mitlages fafl,

In 1980, financial wocs led Oak-
1and CC to sllce its sports program
!ronlx 14 (o eight. It remains at that
fevel.

THERE IS a diffcrence here.
High schoel sports programs are
lopped because they arc vislble.
Their cancellatlon is notlced by the
community and can serve as in-
ducement to get a millage ap-
proved.

Community college sports rarely
draw as many fans as a Tuesday
night high schoo! basketball game
between two mediocre squads. No
millage fatlure would be needed as
Inducement to reallocate funds.
The publlc wouldn’t notlee the can-
celtatlon of sports, anyhow.

So why keep them? To placate a
few hot-shot jumpshooters whe
couldn't make it, athletically or ac-
ademically, at a better school?
Thelr only Interest in schools like
Sehaolcrait College or OCC Is shao-
tin’ hoops. Thelr educatlon Is predi-
cated on learning a left-handed
hook.

SUCH FEELINGS exist. They
are based In simple logic. But are

_thoy accurato? Are community col-

lege sports a waste?

North kickers advance
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§'Injured Falcons maintain

Enterlng the game with two start-
* crs out and an 0-8 record on Its tail
should have glven the Farmingten
girls baskctball team reason for
alarm,
+  But Diana Falr's troops took ev-
> erything in stride and rose to the oc-
: casion, defeating Fannington Harri-
son 54-26, at Harrlson Tuesday night.

Carrle Hale pumped §n 10 first-
half points In leading the Falcons to
:a 298 halitime- lend. Harrison
* plaged a tough second half but the

damage had already been done.
. *We were playing without two
- starters that were averaging 30
+ polnts between them,” sald Fair.
“What was really nlce was that we
* saw some glrls scorc polnts tonlght
_ that usually don’t score many.
© “They were obvlously gunning for
. us. Harrison played tough. I just fig-
ured that the other gltls would plek
+ up the stack and they did,”
. Kolll Koss paced the winners with
© 14 points. Halc added 10 while Karen
Jenkins meshed In elght points and
grabbed nine rebounds.

Kris Waldmann ficed in 11 polnis
for Harrison which falls to 0-11.

“he flrst half was the ball game,”
sald Harrison coach Jim Neve. “We
stayed rlght with them in the second
half we just staried out a lttle cold.
We made a lot of foor mistakes and
threw the ball away a lol. The sec-
ond half was a’ preity even ball
game. The girls are coming along.”

NORTH FARMINGTON 35,
NORTHVILLE 27: The Raiders put
together four good quarters of solid
defensive basketball which resulted
in this Western Lakes Activities As-
sociation victory, Narth outscared
ils opponents 20-12 in the (irst half
and never looked back,

Rence Fishell paced the Ralders
with seven points and four steals.
Sandy Spahn added six polnis and
grabbed elght rebounds.

“We played tremendous defense,”
said North coach Greg Capling. “Our
match-up zone was all over the floar.
We also shut down Tricla Ducker,
their leadlng scorer all ycar. She
only had nine points tonlght. We've
had a tendency of not being able to
put together four good quarters but
tonight we were able to do that and

§s won" -
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North Farmington lmproved to 4-
5 In the league, 5-7 overall with the
victory.

MERCY 67, GALLAGHER 5%
Four girls scored In double figures
{for the Marlins leading Farmington
Hills Merey to lts seventh victory of
the season Tuesday night at Harper
Woods Bishop Gallagher.

The Marlins stormed to a 43.25
halftime icad only to have Gallagher
battle hack in the fourth quarter and
make a game out of it.

Mercy was up by 14 with four
minutes left to play and went Into a
delay game. The Marlins misscd
three free throws, however, while

Harrison’s losing streak

Gallagher was busy chlpping away
at their lead. With just over one min-
ute remalning in the game Gallagher
had reduced the lead to slx.

Margaret DeMattia then sent In
two of her 12 points on the night on
an out-of-bounds play glving Mcrcy
the elght polnt margin.

Yvete Maison drilled in 12 for
Mercy while Maria Dietz added 13
and Jennifer Slesar scored 10,

Stacy Kraiza burned up the ncts
for Gallagher with 39 polnis, 12 in
the final cight minutes.

‘The win beosts Mercy to 7-4 on the
scason, 3-2 in the Cathollc league.
Gallagher falls to 3-8, 1-4 In the
league.
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'RANDY DORST/stalf photographoe

Carrie Halo got Farmington off and running Tuesday with a 10
point ll{_-l helf agalnst Farmington Hnrrig:nn.

)

8 con- roe.
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vincing district tournament win against Mon-

North Farmington romped to an
casy Class A district boys soccer win
Monday over visiting Monroe, 10-0,

The Ralders (11-4-2) met top-
ranked Livonin Churchill last night
in a district semitinal match. (Re-
sults will appear in Monday's Ob-
server.)

In the win over Monroe, Monty
Najar led the way with two goals
and three assists, Al Rlddock added
two goals and one assist, while Zac
Beim contributed three assists.

Other North goal scorers included
Pete KeMer, Mark Leaning, Dave
McGrath, Tim McMinn, Pat Ward
and goalie Craig Nome, who scored
on a penalty shot.

SALEM 5, BELLEVILLE 0: Plym-
outh Salem (12-3-1) opencd district
action Monday with an casy victory
aver visiting Northville,

Senlor Ted Hanosh notched his
third hat trick of the scason, bring
his season total to 16,

Dennls Reynolds and Joe Cosenza
cach added two goals. Randy Bal
conl and, Jeff Gold rounded out the
scoring, while Mike Zavettd collected
three assists.

The Rocks' defense, which has al-
towed only one goal in the last seven
games, made things casy for net-
minder Dave O'Malley.

Salem hosted Ypsitanti last night
in the semlfinals.

ANN ARBOR HURON 3, CAN-
TON 0: You can forget about a Sa-
tem-Plymouth Canton rematch as
Ann Arbor Huron posted a distrlet-
opening shutout Monday against the
host Chlefs.

, The loss dreps Canton to $-9-3
overall.

CATHOLIC CENTRAL 7, BISHOP
BORGESS 0: In a district opener
Monday at Redford’s Mason Fleld,
the Shamrocks of Redford CC (8-4-4)
beat Redford Blshop Borgess (1-14)
for the third time this season.

Cralg Thiel led the winners with
three goals and two asslsts. Aaron
Brown also notched a hat trick. Joe
Arndt tallied the other CC goal.
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Northville

Marks' Small Engine
16959 Northville Road
Warren

Greenway Garden Center
14517 E. Eight Mile Rd.
Garden City

Town & Country Hardware
27740 Ford Road
Royal Oak

Royal Saw & Mower Service
1106 E. Eleven Mlle Road

First from the start
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Farmington Hills
Farmington Lawn Equlpment
32709 Northwestern Hwy.
Livonia

H & R Hardware

27430 Joy Road
Clarkston

Michigan Rental Service
6560 Dixie Highway
Detroit

Murray Ace Hardware
27207 Plymouth Road
Waterford

Quality Lawn Equipment
5421 Dixle Highway
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Pontiac

Detroit Suburban Lawn Culting
2635 Dixle Highway
Fraser

Bourller & Sons

35850 Utica Road
Royat Oak

Manus Distributors Inc.
3116 N. Woodward
Ann Arbor

Maynard Battery & Auto
401 Miller Road

Distributed by Jac-Van Distributors 616-698-6188




