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Highs, lows of
college football

By Chris McCosky .
stalf writer

. The reason cliches becomo cliches
is because the overused word or
phrase generally holds a good deal of
truth

Take, for example, the saying “of-
fense seils tickets, defenso wins foot.
ball games.” Never was that cliche
more in (ocus than last Saturday in
Ann Arbor

The Unlvmlty of Michigan': sth

al

college -
sporis

“Mark, llke our entlre defensive
llne, played with more confldence
thls week, Meter sald, “When you
player, you tend to

fense didn't allow a
lowed just 193 total yards and 13
first downs. The Michigan State de-
fense allowed three touchdowns, 380
total yards (212 via the pass) and 22
first downs.

You might remember that U-M
won the game, 27-6,

Ironleaily, It was Michigan's do-
fense that was considered the team's
soft spot coming into the game. Es-
pecin:‘lzhu[t, said the eritics, was its

pass rush.

That might come as a shock fo
harrled  MSU quarterback Dave
Yarema, who was sacked six times
for 63 yards in losses and was hur-
ried on virtually every pass he
threw.

At the eye of the Malze and Blue
storm that hounded Yarema was
Redford Catholic Central product
and All-Area star Mark Messner,
‘The pre-season all-America candl-
date and a 1985 flrst-team ail-Big 10
chofce made two solo sacks of Yare-
ma and had six solo tackles,

“Mark played a terrific game,”
sald Mlchlxnn defensive line coach
Jerry Moter. *We asked Mark to do
some very demanding extra things
out there and he performed very
well. We put him In a position to
make the plays. If he didn't perform,
we weren't going to put pressure on
the quarterback.”

After a great season 4 year ago,
and all the pre-scason hype this sea-
son, Messner’s name hadn't been
mentioned much through the first
four games of the season.

“MARK, TO some extent, hadn't
_been as productive as last year,”
Meter said, “But we've been asking
him to do different things. He's
played well for us. It's just that last
yenr. hn was In & position to be seen

In ather words, Messner has been
drawing a lot of double and triple
teaming thls year, Last year — play-
ing alongside the kes of all-Ameri-
ca Mike Hammerstein, now with the
Cincinnati Bengals — Messner drew
primarily single coverage on the
line.

Messner, with the same youthful
czuberance he flashed at CC and
again last year, scemed to set the
emotional pitch for the Wolverine
defense Saturday. After every tack-
1e, every key hit, Messner led the
team in hugs and high-flves.

bc moro excltable, The unconfident
player tends to be more contempla.
tive on the fleld.”

THE CONTEMPLATIVE figures
on the fleld Saturday wore green and
white.

There was Farmington Harrison
product John Mlller and Dean Alto-
belll on their knees in the end zone
staring forlopnly at each other while
U-M players celcbrated the cllnch-
ing TD behind them.

It's perhaps unrnlr. but that one
play seemed to symbollze the entlre
nightmarish day for the Spartan de-
fense,

It was a close game at that palnL
13-3 Michigan with 3:39 left in the
third quarter. MSU had made a ster-
1lng goal-line stand right before the
half. It was Miller who made the big
play, stopping Michigan's Thomas
Wllcher on a 3rd-and-1 play from the
Spartans' 1. He Ignored Michigan's
deceptlve misdirection fakes, burst
through the llne and stuck Wilcher
back at the 2. Instead of a 17-3 Mich-
gan halitlme lead, it was 13-3 and
MSU was charged up and stlll in con-
tentlon.

Mjllcr, in fact, played a strong
game overall. He was in on five tac-
kles, four solo.

Then came the cruncher. Michigan
had been using primatily short, con-
trol passes, Only twice had the
‘Wolverlnes thrown deep, Then quart-
erback Jlm Harbaugh sent John
Kolesar deep, Kolesar streaked past
Miller. Altobelli was late coming
over to help. The ball was under-
thrown, Miller leaped. Altobelli
icaped. Kolesar caught the ball in
the end zone, 42-yard TD. Ball game.

MICHIGAN'S THIRD TD came In
the fourth quarter when Harbaugh
drilled a 7-yard strike to Jeff Brown
between Miller and Several other
Spartan defenders,

“I¥'s not a situation where you can
point the finger at one or two play-
crs,” Michlgan State coach George
Perles sald after the game, “The loss
was a team effort.”

He affixed no blame for the two
TD passes either. *The long pass was
just a great throw and a2 great
calch,” Perles sald. “The other, we
had a double zone. He Just loaded it
up and stuck it in.”

Write it down: Offense sells tick-
ets, defense wins games,
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By Brad Emons
and Chris McCosky
statl writers

T'S TIME TO reveal the se-
cret document.

Who will represent the

Lakes Division in the West-

ern Lakes Activities Associntion

football championshlp (Oct, 25) it

there's a (hree-way tie for first be-

tween North Farmington, Westland

John Glenn 2nd Livonla Stevenson?

All three schools could very well

wind up tied for the Lakes crown

with 51 records cach because

they're al! playing the lower divi-
slon teams this weekend.

The winner wili play Western DI
vision champ Farmington Harrl-
son, which has already locked up &
spot in the {lnal, even if it loses
Saturday to Walled Lake Western.

A tie-breaker format will be
used to determine which Lakes Di-
vislon team will be awarded the
chance to play for the title, con-
tingent upon Nerth gelting by
Farmington, Glenn aver Plymouth
Salem arnd Stevenson over Walled
Lake Central.

HEAD-TO-HEAD competition
can't be used because Stovenson
beat North, North beat Glean and
Glenn beat Stevenson.

Confusing?

Western Lakes athletic directors
reportedly met Wednesday morn-
Ing to clear up the matter, Rumor
has it that state high school athletic
association playoff point formula,

on opponents’ wins and Joss-

Logjam in Lakes
Potential 3- -way tle has ADs scrambllng

_grid predictions

CLARENCEVILLE AT HARPER
WOODS (1 pam.): mm:unl (34) m
hurting, 85 quarierback Gregg:
1he nlme with bruised ribs. -loo Jm!z-v,
will take Ovee. The bost ngln
(o-e) a0 mmm 1M wors! {aem in the

s, will be used to break the tie.

Last week, Emons went 11-3 to
push his overall season record to
45-24, but McCosky malntains the
overall lead at 48-21, cven though
he slipped to 9-5 In Week No. 6.

FRIDAY'S GAMES
{All games at 7:30 p.m.)

LIV. FRANKLIN at

Liv,
CHURCHILL: TN mrw- {51} coud

Chargers “the best team Fve seon.” Bhoukd
bo ancther defonsivo battie, Picks — Take
the Chargers in a yawner,

LIV, STEVENSON at WALLED
LK. CENTRAL: The Spartans {4-2) can
clinch a 1is for the Lakos Division title. Past

Toppies the Vikings

WESTLAND GLENN at PLYU-
MOUTH SALEM: Couid ba the highest
scoring game of the Nqnl Last wook. Salem
{16} Mlhﬂd HNGIM:NMN
Farminglon. The Racks, however,
match up well against Ghnn (.’rl). pan:w
W on 1he kne. Picks —

PLYMOUTH OANTON at

NORTHVILLE: This game, pliting » pai
of 2-4 foams, hinges on dafsnse. Dontu-nocx
many poinls 10 be scored, Uniess Jack Syives-

llvhm!MWla’Nmm Plcks =
lorihvinio wins its thisd sireight.

HOMULUS at GARDEN CITY:
The Cougars {3-3) came 1o fa last wook,

o Class C lll1ﬂlnl.d. Saginaw N
Picks — Cougars on the prowl cnce sgain,

DEARBORN nl REDFOHD UN-
ION AU (3-3) s has
clalm o thare of the Noﬂ Su Mn
Leagus crown The Pmlhtn edged
Woodhaven

! wook, 14-12. Plcke —
Emons sy Dotbom

MeCosky says coach Jun Gitons sabis o
othor fre under A

WAYNE MEMORIAL at WYAN.
DOTTE: The only concern lovw-ynu 33
s Wyancotte's lmo\ry Bears (1-5)
oro st uokhnlhoh fist WM A Confor-
ence victory, Picks — Hot this time, Wayne
peovalls.

SATURDAY'S GAMES
N. FARMINGTON at FARMINGTON .(l

u Farminglon foart {2-4) wilh 8 beller-
|Mmmlau dotense, Pikks — Noah
clinches 8 $hare of 1he Lakos Division crown.

WALLED LK. WESTEHN at
FARM. HARRISON (1 p.m.}: Hanl-
00 (sn hp‘lllnvumyﬂw Ita tifth straight
WLAA champlonship game, Westorn {2-4)
couid pul up & ngm It junkr Miko Hall gots
loose. Unlortunaloty, HaR dogsn't appear 10
bhave the wupporiing casl, Picks — Harrison
wins Lhe Western Division outrigh!

— The Trojans go

EDFORD

loa {1-3}
. ey o e Loagus
e IRag Rt fne 55 poconds
ranm last ml': 9-7.

8 n-wy Thursion
begruagingly. sgrees.
REDFORD ST. AGATHA at OR.

CHARD LK. ST. MARY'S (2 p.m.):
A win by 1ho coud 43t 1D &
Ihawdonn o

coach John Goddard lears the Eaglets (4-2},
back Maran Rettford and

£noman 5cott Kowabowskl, 300 of former De-
trott " Kowalkowskl, Picks — The
Englets set sallin Orchard Lake.

REDFOHD BISHOP BUHGESS
vs, LLE (7:30
p.m. ol Gnrdnn cny Junlor lghr
The Sportans {42}, who sutiecsd &
broaking 60 overtime defoat fax oo 1 10
Harpos Woods Bishop Galaghor, 0o & boost
tast wook whon Catholc Central
Brother Rice, crealing & lwwuy Ua for fist.
mus‘:.“’) :‘u\;s #1100g, but may
£0L be ablo 10 malch the Sparians’ quickness.
Plkeks — Emona says Borgess slays in the
tont, uecwyuun'm

REDFORD CATHOLIC CEN-
TRAL vs.HARKFER WDS. NOTR
DAMEU 30 p.m, nt Clarenouvilre)
i's payback fime for
wha Jomember st yoar‘uunomg 70 bu |o
tho unhoraided Fighting lrish. Notre Dama (2-

4} simpty can't match vp with CC's stingy
dofonce. Picks — CC runs lis Conirat Divislon
mark to 3-1,

CC turns Rice mistake into win

By Brad Emons
slaff writer

There’s a logjam at the top of the
Catholle League’s Central Division.

Thanks to Redford Catholic Cen-
tral's come-from-behind 7-3 football
victory Sunday over Boys Bowl rival
Blrmingham Brother . Rice before
6,000 fars at Pontlac's Wisner Stadl-
um, four teams are tled for flrst

place.

CC, Rice, Redford Blshop Borgess
and Warren DeLaSalle are all 4-2
overall and 2-1 in the divislon,

“There’s no puzzle involved in our
league,” sald a happy CC coach Tom
Mach. “Any tcam can beat anybody
on a given afternoen, It 1u:l happens
this year it has taken place.”

The loss by Rice was damaglng in
more ways than one. The Warrors
could have been sitting pretty, all
alone in first, with only two games
remainlng. And Rice il but knocked
ruined its chances for a post-season
playoﬂ berth.

pected, it was a defensive

bame nll the way.
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YOU NEED EXPERT
TAX REPRESENTATION

By Raymond Berk, Retired Inlernal
Revenue Agent with over 28 years
experience as a field auditor.

Call botwoen 9:00'A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Mon.-Fri

CC PROVED to be opportunistic
in the final quarter, scoring on third
down when Greg Hacger found tight
cnd Pat McGrath In the corner of the
end zone for & S-yard TD pass with
2:43 remaining, (Bob Malleck added
the extra polnt.)

“We ran a pass to wide slde to give
him (McGrath) to glve him more
room,” explained Mach, “The tight
cnd fakes into the line and runs
wide.”

But the break CC wanted came
just minutes eartler when the Sham-
rocks' speclal teams man Mitch
Quint jolted the ball loose from Rice
punt returner Charlie Brennan, Ted
Welllng fell on the loosc ball with
5:30 left to give CC great fleld posl-
tion at the Rice 28-yard line.

1t then took the Shamrocks slx
plays to punch the ball in.

*“Rice took our passing {game}
away most of the game,” said the CC
coach. “They’re quick defenaively. It
was the type of game where you
have athlete versus athlete.”

The final atatistics bear out the
kind of job CC's defense turned in.

1656 .

The Shamrocks held Rice to 135
yards total offense. Junlor halfback
Jason Wolf, who rushed for over 150
yards the previous week against De-
LaSalle, was limited to 26 yards in
11 carries. (Tom Giroux was Rlec's
ltl)p rusher with 51 yards in 14 car-
rles.).

“WE KNEW WOLF was thelr best
runner, but they have others, too,”
Mach said. *We dld key on him a Jit-
tle with our monster back In spats.

“But our defensive coordlnator,
Rick Corattl, deserves a lot of credit
after we held them to three polnts.”

CC defense, which ylelded 14
polnts and 25 polnts, respectively, In
losses to Ann Arbor Pioneer and
Redford Bishop Borgess.

“Our defense wasn't what we
thought it would be early in the part
of the year,” said the CC coach. “The
1ast couple of games we've come on.
We knew we had to make things hap-
pen defensively because they're a
good football team.

“Things worked out well. We
didn't glve up at all. I'm proud of

them and this is a tremendous victo-
ry for us. We had to believe in our-
selves.”

Rice took a 3-0 Jead with only 15
seconds left In the half on a 39-ynrd
fleld goal by Jim Nagy.

But that was the extent of the
Warrlors' offense, which sulled
much of the second half,

Late In the third quarter, Rice's
Paul Ferguson relurned a punt 55
yards for an apparent touchdown,.
but the play was whistled back bew
cause of two lllegal blocks.

CC'S OFFENSE was also nymled
much o! the alternoon. The Shnm
rocks had oaly 122 yards tota), i
cxnclly Iml! recorded by junlor nln )
ning back Chris Kovath, who rushed:
21 times for 61 yards,

If anybody has an advantage the;
next two weeks In the Central Divii
sion race, It's CC. The Shamrocb
host last pluce Harper Woods Notre
Dame and then travel the following
weck (o play DeLaSalle.

Rice, meanwhlle, must meet for:"
midable challenges from Gallnghen
and Borgess, N

Mant.
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