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W TS TIME WE tackle the big
] questlon, Rlght away. I want-
H ed lo walt until the end of the

season to do this, but I've been
fncited by some very disturbing,
Yery aggravating occurrences,
+ Should the powers-that-be sack the
Farmington Harrlson girls basket-
ball program?
+ Noway,
: Yes, the team has lost a atate-
record 72 consceutlve games, A win
this season does not appear llkely,
The team has lost by scores of 95-9,
64-2 and 105-15 this season. Coaches
throughout the Western Lakes Activ-
ttes Association feel playing Farm-
ngton Harrison ls a complete waste
&1 time. Others think it is dangerous
and counterproductive.
+ Recently a columnlst in a North-
{llle newspaper made the fotlowing
assumptions about the Havison pro-
gram:
. ® That the Hawks should be re-
aamed the plgeons.

That the Hawks arc playing to

Tose so that they can own the natten-
al record for consecutive losses.
fWhy would anyone want lo prac-
{ice, and then play a game where the
object i3 lo lose?” the columnist
asks. Later: “Any athlcte worth her
salt would be appalled that the
Howks are now playing to lose,
father than to win,”
¢ ® That something called “the
Western Lakes Activitles Assocta-
tlon director” shoutd end the Hawks’
season now, “before’ the record Is
set.”

@ That the Hawks uce somehow
damaging women’s athletics on the
whole.

THIS WAS THE single most unin-
formed, Inaccurate, absurd piece of

McCosky

Maligned Lady Hawks
don’t deserve the abuse

glrls basketball team is treated like
a “second-class” citizen. He's belng
conservative, The team la treated
like dirt. The Hawks must share
thelr after-schoal practice time (and
space) with the pomepon squad, the
cheerleaders, the soccer team, the
boys basketball team and even the
football team. B

‘Then there is the abuse dished out
by some of the students. *It's terni-
ble,” sald team captain Maryann
Cundy, “We get ripped on all the
time from kids In class. They always
ask why dld we get beat so bad,
What am I supposed to say? We want
to make that work for us, though.
That's part of the rcason we want o
win sobad."

Like every team member I have
lalked to, Cundy does not view her-
self or her team as losers. The nega-
tive forces serve only to bond the
team to its goal. .

CUNDY IS also a perfect example
of the type of basketball player Har-
rison has had the past three scasons.
She never even thought about play-
ing basketball until her sophomore
season. The [lrst time she stepped
onto a Western Lakes court, she was
competing agalnst players who had
been playing since the fifth and sixth
grade,

This year's Harrison team is the
cquivalent of a freshman team in
terms of basketball experience. The
two previous tcams were worse,

That, happlly, is starting to
change. There arc players in the pro-
gram now with the potential to be
outstanding basketball players. Lau-
ra_Blslorek, a 5-10 sophomore, and
Lanelle ‘Schumaker, a 5-11 ninth
grader, could provide the Hawks
with a formidable inside game n a
couple of years, Darel Pazel Is an-

Journalism I've scen slnce a local co-
Tumnist berated the ders at
§ private Christian school for wear-
ing below-the-knee-length sklrts. The
Hawks are playing to lose? Give me
a break. That's llke saying General
Custer Intentlonally got massacred
at Little Blg Horn so he could get
tnto the history books.

The person who wrote this coluwnn
has never scen the Hawks play and
never.talked to anyone involved with
the Howks program,

" havo ween the Hawks play. I have
been to the Hawke' practices. I have
thlked on numerous occasions to the
coach and the athletic director.
Here, then, are some truths about

the Harrison glrls basketball pro--

gram.

® There are 10 girls on the var-
slty team and 11 more on the fresh-
man team, Those numbers are uvp
conslderably from past years. There
is one senlor and {lve juniors on the
varslty. The other 15 players are un-
derclassmen.
+ @ All 21 players, not to mentlon
the 50-plus players in the East Mld-
dle School basketball pregram that
feeds Into Harrison, have one singu-
tar goal: to turn the Harrlson basket-
ball program around.
} ® To achleve that goal, the cur-
rent varsity team practices Monday
through Friday 2:30-4:30 p.m. and 7-
4 pm. Monday and Wednesday

hts.

ghts.

+ “It was the girls’ idea to practice
the two extra nights,” sald coach Jim
leve, who ls equally commitied to
tirning things around, “We work on
aur offense and defense and condl-
tloning during the day, then we just
work on individual skills at night.”

1 @ Filteen of the players will at-
thnd a basketball camp next sum-
ther, and Neve is trying to erganlze
a summer basketbal} league for the
Jower division teams in the area.

' THESE ARE not the types of
things assocfaied with teams whose
sole intent Is to lose, But the Hawks
still have much to overcome.

A You think the team |s maligned by
the out-of-tawn mcdin and league
cpaches? You should see how it is
treated at Harrlson. Neve says hls
|

other p g 5-10 . The
freshman team is 3-2. The leaders of
next year's team wit be polnt guard
Lesley Devine, Krls Waldmann, Bl-
siorek and Tracey Radke. Karen Na-
jarlan, a freshman, has played on the
varsity all season.

These players are all raw and
need a great deal of work. But they
have proven that they are willing to
do the work. And already there have
been signs of improvement. )

“THESE GIRLS have lcarned so
much. I wish peaple could be here
and see it,” Neve sald. “Lestle Curtls
came in here and could not shoot the
ball to the basket from four feet
away. Now, she can make four of 10
from the free throw ltne. Now that
may sound dumb to some people, but
to me and to Leslle Curtls it meansa
great deal. It makes her very happy
that she can see that much improve-
ment. It makes her work that much
harder.

[ wish you cauld have been on the
bus ride home with us last Thursday
(after a 71-23 loss to Walled Lake
Western), You would have thought
we won the game. The girls were
happy because we played with them,
agalnst thelr fitst team, for two solld
quarters. The attitude here [s great,
and [ know that we will win a game.
Soon.”

The bottom line [s this: There are
cnough girls now to have a progrant,
The glrls in the program secm genu-
inely committed to playing basket-
ball. They want to play basketball.
And they have as much right to kecp
on playing basketbali as any team in
the country. People forget that
North Farmington and Bishop Bor-
gess recently had winless seasons,
and both of those teams have man-
aged to turn things around.

“When I heard they were golng to
cancel the program, I got really
mad,” said Cundy, “I was so exclted
to play my scnior year, and I was
really sad when they said they were
golng to cancel ft. T felt ke they
gaveuponus.”

Get off these glrls' backs and let
them play.

g:ommunity college sports?

b
Eontinuad frem Pago 1

‘% "“There are a lot of kids out there
“3xho find academles through athlet-
i4cs,” argues Pin Ryan, athletle dl-
tyector at OCC. “A whole new world
topens up for them. So many klds
«yome in here and get adjusted and
igoen,

i« “Kids who clther lack ability,
\grades or money - that's where
imye help.”

;¢ Marv Gans, Schoolcrafl's AD,
grees. “So many of these klds may
“pot have gone on In school without
lathletics, And we are pald back.
“We're pald back in doltars —. tul-
'glom and state ald. We're pald back
An salvaging students who might
ot have gone on (for an education)
ptherwise. And we're paid back in
:reeoydllon for the school,”

3 GANS SAID (uitions of Incoming
spthletes help defray the cost of the
{program. Many of those athletes
p lve financlal grants, but those
@u from fund-ralsers, not from

the school’s general fund, In addi-
tlon, any state ald the athletes
qualify for brings more money inte
the school,

*“Our athietle program is virlual-
ly sclf-supporting,” estimated

Gans.

But recognition? How ¢an sports
that attract such little attentlon
provide any recognition for the
school? Basketball players at the
Unlversity of Michlgan pay off
thelr scholarships by altracting
theusands to games, And U-M Is
constantly and extensively covered
by the medla.

“How much ink docs OCC's ath-
letles get compared to other pro-
grams?"” querfed Ryan,

And yet, nelther the publicity nor
the money an athletic program
gencrates Is the main purpose for
community coltege sports, accord-
ing to Gans and Ryan.

‘The student-athlete Is.

Nezxt: the community college
athlete. " B

Thursday, Oclober 16, 1988 O&E

(FRD.

Engineers 3rd in tourney

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

The Little Cacsars Junfor Invita-
tlonal Hockey Tournament served
a dual purpose last weekend.

Not only did it showcase the
state's Junior A-level hockey, It
also served as o preview to the
Plymouth-based Hennessey Engl-
neers' North  American  Junfor
Hockey League home opener Fri-
day against the Detrolt Falcons.

Compuware,” one of the four
teams In the NAJHL, won the Lit-
tle Caesars tournament with a
fight-filled 8-3 win Monday night
against Oshawa, a Canadtan Junlor
B team.

“There was a huge brawl,” said
Engineers' coach AJ. Baker. *T'll
tell' you, Compuware won the
game, but Oshawa won the fight.”

Mike Bovack, who tallled six
goals and four asslsts in four tour-
nament games, led Compuware in
the finale with a pair of goals.
Llvonian Matt Wiljanan also
scored.

Baker’s Engineers ook the tour-
nament's bronze medal, beating the
Falcons 5-2. The Falcons had de-
feated the Englacers carlier in the
tournament 6-3.

“I'he difference was our goalic,”
Baker said of netminder Doug
Brown. “The first night e was in-
credibly nervous. They scored a
couple of weak goals carly that
were the difference in the game.
He played extremely confident on
Monday. He got in the way of a lot
of shots and he was conlrolllng the
rebounds.”

ON MONDAY, the Englneers got
goals from Larry Pilut, Dan Frant-
tl, Chris Belhart, Bryan Krygier
and Mark Harmes,

“I really wanted to be in the
{lnals,” Baker said. “The Falcons
were tled by the Senlor Team (Ma-
son) 7-7. We had to beat Oshawa
and we would have been In”

But Oshawa hammered the Engl-
neers B-3. There were 63 penalties
called In the game: the Englneers
were assessed 72 minutes, Oshawa

88 minutes.

A palr of Englneers were named
to the all-tournament team: J.
Jewitt, who scored three goals In
the tourney, and defenseman Todd
‘Tamburlno,

Plymouth native Steve Dawson
of the Falcons, Brent Westfall of
Oshawa, Bovack and Jim Dubke of
Compuware were also named to
the all-tournament team.

Here are the tournament stand-
Ings: Compuware, 4-0; Oshawa, 1-2;
1; Englncers, 2-2; Falcons, 1-2-1;
Junlor B All-Stars, 0-3; Mason
Senlors, 1-0-2.

. The Engincers arc 4-2 on the sea-
son and 2-0 in the NAJHL,

ENGINEERS NOTES: They are
expecting a big crowd at the Plym-
outh Cultura: Center for Friday's
opener {game time 6:20 p.m.). Not
only is it the Hennessey Englneers'
first appearance in thelr new are-
na, but they are playing the Detroit
Falcons, a team with numerous lo-
cal ties.

Six Falcons are from the Plym-

outh-Canton commualty: Steve and
Brian Dawson, Tom Yawkey, Tony
Esser, Bllly Pye and Sean Wordon.
The questlon is: Who'll have the
largest contingent of fans at the
game, the home team or the visl-

tors?

*“{ think we'll have a strong fol-
lowing,” Baker sald, “I've been
around here long cnough where
people know about us, I think i’
be a real good game, though, Of the
four teams in the league, these two
are the closest match.*

Another reminder that the Engl-
neers are featuring Score-O be-
tween the first and second periods.
Prizes Include Red Wing tickets,
autographed sticks and dinners for
two at arca restaurants,

‘The NAJHL got some good news
out of Chicago last week. The er-
stwhlle Chicago Patrlots, who were
to be the league’s fourth team,
have been replaced by the Chicago
Cougars. The Patriots lost two
coaches withln a weck of (he sea.
son opener vith the Engineers.

ONLY 23 DAYS 'TiL, BKIIN
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i oin NEW 1987 SKIS

! OLIN-ROSSIGNOL—ELAN—K-2
g RE—DYNASTAR— ATOMIC

R

RECEIVE OUR

Dlus

RET.

NEW 1987
SKIBOOTS

1830%
OFF

SELECTED MODELS

0 "LET'S GO SKIING"
BONUS FREE

Ii2s HEIERLING $149

CHOOSE FROM MICHIGAN'S LARGEST
SELECTION OF TOP BRAND SKIBOOTS.

WITH ALL ALPINE
SKIS PURCHASED
THIS WEEK, WHILE
SUPPLIES LAST.

'SKI PACKAGE SETS
NCLUDI
ADULTS
& TEENS

RETAIL 5420

«SKIS «BOOTS

*BINDINGS
oPOLES

198

SATOMIC AL-7 SKIS

TYROLIA 170 BINDINGS
E(EALING COBRABOOTS

+LOOK EXIPOLES

4425 SET

SALE 2 1 4
INCLUDING—
ROSBIGNOL 8KIS
HEIERLING BOOTS
BINDINGS-POLES

$435 SET

S22

INCLUDING NORDICA
SKI BOOTS

~

&
Y

A

" HEIERLING %69
R RAICHLE

%99

15 NORDICA 119 1 NORDICA *139 B

NEW 1987

LOTS TO CHOOSE FROM MANY
DIFFERENT STYLES SELECTED
FROM OUR FRESH, NEW 1987
SKIWEAR COLLECTION,
MEN, WOMEN AND KIDS.
QUALITY JACKETS—PANTS
SWEATERS—BIBS—GLOVES
WARM AND RUGGED.
OUR SELECTION IS FABULOUS.,

20% to

B GET FITTED TODAY. WE §
B _KNOW HOW 1O FIT BOOTS

SAVE

RSERV(D SEATING TICXETS AT
ALLTICKETWORLD & BOX OFFICES)

NORDICA-LANGE
HEIERLING
SALOMON-RAICHLE
NORDICA
4130

REAR ENTRY
SKI BOOTS

579

* MT.CLEMEN
* EAST DETROI

SKiI SHOPS

= BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD at Square L.oke Rd.338-0803
« BIRMINGHAM: 101 TOWNSEND corner of Piorce .
+LIVONIA/REDFORD: 14211 TELEGRAPH at tho Jatfries Fwy.534-8200
218 S.GRATIOT % mile north of 16 Mi. .
22301 KELLY batweon 8 and 9 Mi. ...

= ANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW wost of U.5.23 .....

= FLINT: 4261 MILLER across from Genosoo Volley Mall. 313-732-5560
+ SUGAR LOAF: SKIAREA 18 miles N/W ol Traverso City 618-228-6700
* FARMINGTON HILLS: 27847 ORCHARD LAKE RD. at 12 Mi.553-8686

*VISA*MASTERCARD *DINERS *AMERICAN EXPRESS WELCOME
OPEN EVENINGS TIL § P.M,, 2:8

GET READY TO SKINOW & SAVE

BavarianVillage

SATURDAY 10-5:30,

644-5550

463.3820
.. 778-7020
973-9340

SUNDAY 1

T "
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