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Pigeon River Country

By Gordon Charles
special wrlter

Most Michlgan maps don't show
the Pigeon 1tiver Country. Adventur-
ers who happen across it may not
even suwpect they have discovered
sotnething unusual unfess they take
e time to explure its depth. Then
they know they hive, indeed, tound &
gem of the highest quality.

Near the top-center of the it
ten," which makes up the state's
Lower Peolmula, It consists  of
soughly 500 square miles af mostly
wild Yandy. The Interior postion of
wbout 150 squire miles Is more than
81 percent state-owned and hus been
dedicated for use by the public under
ruies allowing as many non-conflict-
mp wsey sy Jossibe. Closest to the
fowr corners are Qaylord, fodian
Rover, Onaway and Attanta, thes
murang it easy 1o reach.

Turee lovely rivers — the Plgeon,
Sturgeon and Bluck - ariginate und
welude peardy their enlite upstrean
witersheds within this forest, Near-
v are headwaters of (he famed AuS-
abie unt Munistee rivers, The Black
1s frequently called the finest brook
wout Tiver in the Lower Peninsula.
Toe Higeon and Sturgeon also con-
i these ghly prized trout, along
witl. browns anc rainbows.

Young wpgorous hardwoods, well
nuxer with condervus swamps and
sanay mghlands. are found zlong the
tarer mais streams. All are vital
areas @ vildlife, especiully during
Wy SOVerL. GewjesnOW winien su
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Three lovely rivers — the P‘éean,
Sturgeon and Black — orIJ

include nearly their entire upstream
watersheds within this forest. Nearby
are headwaters of the famed Au Sable
and Manistee rivers. The Black is
frequently called the finest brook in
the Lower Peninsula.

which swepl across Michigun, Karly
visiunary I°.8. Lavejoy, a niember of
the ol Departinent of Conservatlon,
prevailed upon his superiors to begln
avquiring tand within the tract. Over
13,000 acreds way bought with bunt-
ing Neense money, while another
6,000 aeses was tax-reverted Lo the
slute by owners who felt the Jund
would always be worthlesy,

THE PRESENT Department of
Natural Resources has follawed Lo-
vejuy's lead in buying land as It be-
comes avaltable in the PRC. Realiz-
ing that “people pressure’ can also
e a major Jactor In “laving & beau-
tifu) area o death,” the DNR adopt-
ed & numnber of restrictions.

Some forest tralls have been
clused to motorized traffic, includlng
nuisy snowenobties. Enough (wo-
wracks remaln open for the gencral
public to enjoy drives through the
furest and, for those who wish to ex-
plore farther, a number of hiklng
und cruss-country skl trails are
available for fout traffle.

it is thus possible for the lucky
motorist 1o catch an occasional
glimpse of an elk or other large
wildlife, right from the comfort of a
car, Best results, though, come {rom
{ollowing one of ihe qulet foot trails,
no matter what the season,

September is the prime month for
elk watchers. The huge bulls are
sounding their clarlon calls as they
attempt to round up thelir harems of
cows. The sound Is llke none other

amt by guaranteed o make (e bale
stand up on your teck the fhat thie
the shelll eull Is keasd

Within e Pigeon iver Country
are seven stale foreat compgraunds
with most located on anspaotled likes
or rlvers. Several tiny, sceuje ain.
khole bukes ure visible trom some of
the rustle trall ronds. A matorist can
delve 20 miles in any ane directjon
without seelng o Bowse, vattuge,

is a Michigan gem

fence or anyiblng else mumnnde.
There Is no otlier place in Michign's
Lower Penlnsula where you can find
that, 1t s 2 majar part of thix area's
churm and faseination.

THE PIC 1S LARGE enough te
alsorh a reasonnble number of visl-

Whothor It be river vlewing or nature hikes, in
PRC has a varioty of appeals for tho naturalist
or the ouldoor porson. Many enjoy just driv-
Ing around to to marve! at the sconery. Fish-

I boating,
horseback riding on a fine trail system are all
high priorities.

tors secking a variety of outdeor ree
reation. Many enjoy Just delving the
two-tracks to marvel at the secoery
and lo capture memories with o
camera. Fishlng, hunting, complag,
swinuning, boatlng, horsebuek riding
on o fine trall system are all high
prioritles. Mushrvom ani berry plek-
Ing, bird watching snd many nurth-
ven forest products ave sl yielded
from this sawme arvd, ustally with
reasonably compatible use.
No story abeat this enique land
could be wristen, owever, without
ing the highly 1
battle between environmentalista
and the patralenm industry hegine
ning 10 the late 13745 [t @ac chen
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maintain tha fnract in searning: pris-
tine eanditinn It apgaars b e wnrk-
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Two backpackers get ready for a hike through PRC's scenic
forestiand.

The other spas will
make you {eel as good as
we do...Until you get
theirbill... We give you ‘“\1 ,L
all the luxuries of a (W o=s
spa vacation without .
the exhorbitant expense of one. Because at
Haﬂ)or Istand Spa we don't believe
y ood health should come at such a
high price. For more information and
reservations call 1-800-SPA-SLIM.

fLARRY PASKOW'S

AHARBOR ISLAND SPA

Om Biscayne Ra fletween Minmi and Miami Back.

Room rale tnclades: § fakand Meats Daitp, Maswgm, Nutritionalis,
Tranis, Golf,** Weripht Lass PMans, Spa, Sawna, S m, Ererciee Classes, Cably,
HRO & Nightly Entertainment **Call for drails

0ct. 15130, 4. Rates quotad bawd on 26 of 174 rms,
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atT™ has nearly stapped in the for.
ast, dua 1o the meekdsrida il glul

EXTRRMELY HFEAVY envafall
In the PRE tirees snang of the trail
enadds [n wintar, although enmne are
kapt plnmred This can o a fine e
b don cetss-camntey skls for explur-
ing n winter wonderiann setting. For
the camera enthueisat, elk, deer and
ather wikllife nflen offer ldenl lens
aubjocts in grrgems white seliings.

Whatrvet 1ha aeacan, a vigit 10 the
Pigeon Hiver Country can provide a
peacedul, quiet interlule {rom the
denamls ol modderaday chvilization.

For thin, you can thank 1°8. Love-
Joy and olhera of vision

“pigenn River Comntry: The Hiy
WIld™ ix ot new hoole by Gondon
Charles, author uf teday's trovel
Souture on this will area in Mich-
iy’ northern Lower Peninsila.

I tolis visitors what to see and
ito there, na well as coutaining o
tiiatory of the 12.yeay struggle to
suve this spovial place from riin-
ation e oil and gas dritlers. Fond
Ketlum, formes wildiife bivlogist,
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9 DAY MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE ':
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Jelt <o strangly about e impend-
iny tragedy that ke took carly re-
tisement from the Depiartment of
Natural Resowrces in order o
hame more freedom to wage his
tapttle

His tate courage cnused others
tor join and, together, these “litde
peapte™ arade history during their
deeade of legal netties thal et
tially  reached  the Sspreme
Conrt.

Printed by Woi, B, Ecrdinans
Publishing Co. of Grand Rapids,
it clearly shows uhy this area is
so pital to the future. A bull etk on
the full-color cover, is symbolic of
1what interests visifors to the “Big
Wil The book is generously il-
tutstrated with photos taken in
the PRC, along awith drawings
and ntaps.

Personally autographed copies
of the book are available by writ-
ing to: Gordon Charles, P.O. Box
295, Honor, Mich, 49640, and en-
closing a cheek for $6.95, which
includes postage.

Your cruise for less

starts herel

Cruise Only
7.5.5. Fair Sea
Cabo San Lucas
Acapuico

Zihustanejo

Puerto Vallarta

Departure Dates: 10-23, 1141, 11-10, 11-18, 11-28, 12-7

s50 OFF PER PERSON

Expires 10-31-86

559-7570
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Are you interested in a cruise for FREE? See Us! :
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The 10-Day Week

for the price of a 4 night cruise.
Includes:
« 4 night cruise + 3 nights al Disney Hotel
« 3 day pass to Magic Kingdom & Epcot+ 2 Nights
at Oceanfront Hotel» Car Rental
From 495 oer porson Family Pian OEIL‘-' 3340 pur punsve

Scottie Travel 277-3800

_FALL and WINTER

NASHVILLE
OCT. 23-26

s246 pp dbl.

+ R.T, Motorcoach
+ 3 Nights Hotel
« Dinner Crulse

“CATS" - TORONTO
THEATRE WEEKEND
All Weekends thru January
Trip Includes:
» Orchestra seals for Cats
1, p.m.
. 2Nl§f Hetal-
* Y Coaen
» Experienced Guide

+ Ticket to
Opryland
« Tickalto
Grand Cle

5
N
+ Round trip ar-iave

+ Tranater between slirpon &
notet

+ 1 gay arvies .
+ A¥port 10 ship kanste
o Moale, pambing, pools;
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