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‘Our Town,” Oct. 23-26

Businessman enjoys sharing his good fortune...

By Corlnne Aball
staff writer

Among the key Ingredients neces-
sary to put on a major art event such
as “Our Town,” taking place at Bir-
mingham’s Community Hous: .
23-26, are energy, enthusiasm, a ded-
icated core of volunteers and money.

‘This latter was graciously -
plied by C. Robert Carsen of Carsen
Business Interiors Inc. of Southficld.

Not only did Carson provide the
initial $25,000 10 underwrite this
de competition and related
ities, be has supplied more
ong with ideas, expertise and
asm.

“We started the buiness i 1962
Our employees are from the comnu-
nity, our clients are from the com-
munity and we wanted to return the

state!

As he spoke aboul ad
for Julic Dawson and Pat May!

‘The Community Hous:
“Tt is gelting more ¢ l
time,” Tie said, “It has turned ol to
be a real fitling thing for us to do.”

good response from artists through
out the ¢ with more thun 2ko
picces juried into the finad exhibit
doesn't hurt either.

An art exhibit also is an appropi-
ate profect for Carson Business Inle-
riors Ine. to sponsor. Carson and his
wife, ces, West Bloomfield resi-
dents, starled their careers as school
teachers. She taught at  Adams
school in Birmingham and he started
the instrumental music prgram in
the Sonthficld school district.

After he got out of the service af-
ter the Korean War, he decided to
try something else — selling, He
started  his own fiem, Computer
Products Ine., in 1952

“When Steelcase asked us 1o take
over their whole line in 1964, we
praduslly converted from selling
data pracessing tu office furniture.
1 department was added in
ted with one design-

o

The
1976 and we
er and now N

The firm is presently located on
Northwestern, 1o btocks north of §2
Mile, By June of next year, a new
building on that site will he complet-
ed and that will ancher what is te
berome Carson Center. Carson Busi-
ness Intersors will occupy  about
20,000 square feel of the building
which will alse be leased to other

san, who has profited from the
buotny i office and space planning.
Jikes shoring his success with the
at large, lle attends the

A" planning Sessions, meets
with Dawson and Mayhew on a Fegu.

lar basis and noled carly on in the
planning that a lot more than the
walls of The Community louse
would be needed for proper display
of the art.

As a result, The Community House
space will be converted to gallery
space with temporary room dividers
and some 70 kiosks serving as dis-
play areas.

CARSON IS the complete oppo-
site of the absentee donor, he is Jook-
ing forward to the $100 per person
opening benufit, the two seminars on
original art in the offic d original
art in the home on Friday, Oct. 24,
the ¥riday evening party hosted by
the Birmingham Newcomers and the
rday artists reception  and
rds ceremony.

Most of all C. Robert Carson is
having fun, There's a pleasant
camaraderie among he and his busi-
ne sociates. Just last week the
U-M and MSU aluns had their offie-
es decorated accordingly (Carson's
vas ablaze in maize and blue). He
3 ing. being a part of the
d sharing Ins succe
year, a tat of Michigan
4 art buffs are bencfitng

§ s, And schen the
three day event is over, the capita)
building fund of The Community
House will be the big winner.

LAURA CASTLE/stalf pholographer

C. Robert Carson sald underwriting a state-
wide art exhibit as a benefit for Birmingham's
ommunity House turned out to be an excel-

lent way far him to return the support that the
community has given him and his business
over the years,

...and state’s artists respond tothe challenge
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Palnter/designer Paul Wolber of Parma calls this acrylic, whic
was nccepted for the “Our Town® exhibitlon, “Michigan Morn-

Exhibition

events planned: ;7

“Our Town,” will open with a $100 per persen
benefit at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 23. For resers
vations for that event which includes

dinner and preview, call 643-5832.
Exhibit hours are 9 am. to 5 p.axn,
Saturday and 9 a.m. 10 4 p.m, Sunda;

information.

“Origina) Art In the Home™ is the subject for the
2:30-4 p.m. seminar on Friday, Oct, 24. The four-

cheese party at the exhibit 6:30-10 p.m. Friday.
The artists reception and awards ceremony is 2
p.m. Saturday and the Oakland County S

clety will hold a dinner party Saturday evening.
sxhibition admission is 32, Sunday is family
day and children will be admitted free on that

d

mingham.

Friday and
Oct. 26.
“Twa seminars are scheduled for ¥riday. Sheila
Morgan will be the speaker at a business lunch at
The Community House at noen sith the tople,
“Original Art in the Office.”” Morgan is project
manager for a firm of architects and interior de-
signers in Richmond, Va, Tickets are $12 and ad-
vance registration is required. Call 644-5832 fur
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The Community House is at 380 S, Bates, Bir-
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cemetory on  Me-
moarial Day. At right,
Fran Nicholson’s
walercolor is “Bir-
Reo-
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ing.” The artist Is
Arbor College.

. person pane) Includes Florence Morris, galtery
gwncr, Il’(olm Goldman, interior destgner, Lucy Carol Hanson of
Van Dusen, collector and Nancy Ryan, gallery Farmington used
staff member and DIA docent. Tickels are §5. prismacolor for her
Blrmingham Newcomers will host a wine and drawing of the

R

REPT opei e il
s ;

professor of painting and design at Spring
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Charles S. Giflles of Berkley e an illustrator for Skidmore-
Sahration of Troy. This acrylic, one of four ot his in the show, is
titled, “New American Gothic.”

Birmingham photographer Roger Bickel  Town™ competition. It is called “Lake-
chose this photo for his eniry in the “Our  side.”



