OCC faculty learning ‘Teachi

By Tim Richard
stalf writer '

1t was a new kimd of retraining for
14 Oakland Community Collegg fac-
ulty members.,

1t had nothlng to do with new com-
puter programs, new ‘invenilons or
discoveries, . N .

It was called trainlng in “Teach.
ing Thinking.” Instructors in math,
English, psycholegy, enginecring
technology and nursing went throvgh
it together, said OCC academic Vice
President Richard Thompson. '

MUCH TEACHING Involves “re-
gurgitation” — memorizing seg-
mented answers and spitting them
back on command, said Johanna Ko-
bran, academic dean of OCC's Au-
burn Hills Campus.

“Soclety, via television, en-
courages people to think limitedly
and to respond with short, Impulsive
answers,

"We need to encourage students lo
think dellberately, to deflne prob-
tems, Iidentify cffective strategics
{or solving problems, develop flexi-
ble thinking, do collaborative learn-
ing, acknowledge and use feedback,
restrain impulsiveness.

"We need to encourage teachers to
teach the same. We need to teach
students to learn how to tearn.”

AND S0, OCC, which Is heavily in-
volved in (lcaching older students
and industrial found It-

‘Society, via television, encourages
people. . . to respond with short,
impulsive answers. We need to
encourage students to think
deliberately, to define problems,
identity effective strategies. . . .

— Johanna Kobran
academic dean

sented to students one at a time over

FEUERSTEIN is a clinlcal psy-
a year,

chologlst at Isracl’s Bar Ian Unlver-

sty who developed a series of exer-
cises In thinking, Kobran sald. His

central idea Is that Intelligence, far

from being engraved in granite, is
1lke a soft plastic that can be shaped
almost at will.

‘Take the first Feuerstein exercise.
1t involves a serles of boxes, each
with 10 dots, .

“Each box has dots which can be
connected to make a squarc and two
triangles. You begin to conneet the
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The crucial question, she said,’is
“how do you know that?"”

“It's nct just reciting certain facts,
but to relate those facts into a hy-
pothests,” Kobran said.

“PEOPLE GET revivallstic about
1t,” she sald. “It’s exclting to see peo-
ple who have taught for 20 or 30
years come in to do somethlng dif-
ferent.”

ng Thinking’

dents?

“We'll look to sce if students In
(hose classes have a better, the same
or o worse grasp of thelr material as
those who dldn’t,” Kobran sald.

0OCC WILL offer faculty members
a second “Teaching Thinking” semi-
nar in November. Fifteen bave

signed up,
After that, “Teaching Thinking”
will be offered as long as instructors

One OCE.‘ faculty member has in-
F

dots and expect to make hyp

about subsequent buxes,” she sald.
Some peaple just “see” the trian.

gle and ‘squares, That's not enough.

are Interested, she sald,

“It's ene of many thinga for in--
structional growth and enrichment,”
Kobran sald.

P into
an English course, Another is usinga
series of them In & math course,

‘WIli it make a dliference to stu-
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self going back to the basics of think-

Ing.

The 14 OCC facully members
were brought together for most of a
week at the end of summer. Anather
training sesslon for a new bateh Is
planned for November, Kobran sald.

“We hired a team of Instructors
from Oakland Universlty,” she sald .
“They have been tralned fn, and
have ficld-tested, the materials from
Reuven Feuersteln on Instrumental
Enrichment.”

What's “instrumental corlch-
ment"?

“A serles of excrclses which ald
students in developlng thinking tech-
nlques,” she’sald. Exercises are pre-
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Author Appearance at Borders
Wednesday, October 22
6:30 - 8:30 pm

A E)

Meet Louise Erdrich,
author of the best-seller The Beet Quoon

< .
oot (ee?
Tho Beet Queon, published by Henry Holt & Co., - oo
Is a story abou the lenacity of selationships, the N i
magic usually unseen in natural ovents, and the l”‘ N.
mystery of the human condition, all told in a clear, ot

vigotous, beautiful prose.

Erdrich's first novel, Love Medicine won the
Nationa) Book Critics Circle Award in 1984, as woll
as the Los Angeles Times Award or best novel of
1985,
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ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION. INC

27400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, M1 4B152 + {313) 464-2211

RS

BORDERS BOOK SHOP
Southfield Rd. at Thirteen Mile
For Information Phone: (313) 644-1515
Mon. - Sat. 9:9, Sunday 115
: A FAMILIAR FEATURE OF THE QUOIZEL
FALL FESTIVAL IS THE TRADITIONAL
[gl COUNTRY-STYLE FIXTURES THAT
X ARE ADMIRED BY GENERATIONS
" OF HOMEOWNERS. THE CAMEO
COLLECTION — APPROPRIATE ¢
IN SETTINGS DESIGNED TO BE
WARM AND COMFORTABLE. &y
CAMEO FEATURES BROWN AND '
BLUE FLORAL DECORATION 3
HAND APPLIED ON HAND BLOWN :.
OPAL GLASS, ANTIQUE BRASS, W2
AND (iN CERTAIN FIXTURES) OAK HARDWQOD
TURNINGS. SEE THE CAMEO COLLECTION AT
BROSE — WHERE SAVINGS AND SATISFACTION
ARE ALWAYS PART OF EACH SALE.
ONE-LIGHT
HANGING FIXTURES
START AT
$549°5
91595

FLOOR
LAMPS

51 3 495

CEILING
FLUSH MOUNTS
START AT

$3 595

THREE-LIGHT
HANGING FIXTURE

FIVE-LIGHT
i s279es

TABLE LIGHTS

MO, TULS., WED, SAT. 9 30400 §
THURS . FRL. 3 30.4 00

AUTO GLUB
LEASING

" % Lease Rate
on any hew
1987 make or model

Now, leasing is even more economical,
because we're passing our savings
along to you. Get a great rate on the
1987 vehicle of your choice through
Auto Club Leasing. For example:

Dodge Shadow
$159.93 per month

Pontiac Grand Am Coupe
$184.89 per month

Plymouth Voyager
$204.94 per month

Mercury Sable GS
$235.98 per month

Call for a great rate

on the car of your dreams.
336-1100 Metro Detroit Area
1-800-AAA-1116 Outstate

(} AVAVA‘

(X3
Michigan

1 lease payment s the cos of Monty usea o acgure the lease
M AW Ciub Leasing Company. the cosi of money 13 talculated 3t
c anunt To campaie 0A¢ le3se 10 noines 01 e same vetvele.

Gudied sppheants. Totat ol payments equats 48 imes the monthiy payment
Flus 3v yte taa S50 celundab'e secorily deposd. lcense. cegististion and
F141 monin s rental requred i lease $ignng Ko mileaoe ¢harge upto 72.000

Prices valid through October 23, 1986.




