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Road board, union digging in
Court order continues; state fact finder due

By Tim Richard
slaff writer

They're talklng (o cach other, but
their heels are dug In.

The Oakland County Road Com-
misslon and the union representing
two-thirds of its cmployces told a
clreuit judge last week they will
bring In a fact finder to help them
draft a new contract.

“The posltions have gotten further
apart as both sides get ready for the
fact finder,” sald Bi}l Burling, a rep-
rescntative of Local 82 of the Amerl-
can Federatlon of State, County and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, In
an Interview after the brlef court
hearlng.

"The issues that were open have
not changed,” Burtlng sald.

JUDGE RICHIARD Kuhn, who
stopped a brief strike by Local 92
late in September, ordered the par-
tles back to court Dec. 10 to report
on what progress they are making.

“Hopefully, you may be here
sooner ndicating you have a con-
tract,” Kuhn said,

Local 92, which rep

houely-rated maintenance and traf-
fic safety employces, was told to
work under terms of its old contract,
which expired last June 30,

Members of Local §2 have reject-
ed two tentative agrecments —
“overwhelmingly,” sald Burling.
‘They went on strike for four days,
but the Road Commisslon on Sept. 23
obtalned a temporary restraining or-
der from Judge Kuhn,

‘The judge sald he wanted them to
hold at least four bargainlng meet-
Ings and glve a_progress report to
hlm Oct. 17, last Friday.

THE TWO sldes sald they were
able to meet ihree times, including
twlee with state mediator Leon
Cornticld, and had agrecd to callina
fact finder Nov. 13. John Edward
Simpkins of the Michlgan Labor Re-
latlons Beard has been assigned as
the fact finder, Burling sald.

Gary Collins, attorney for the

Road Commisslon, asked what would
be done if unlon members refused to
work overtlme or in an emergency
situtlon. “The contract Is not abso-
lutely mandalory on overtlme,” he
told the court.

“If there’s an Intentional disre-
gard (of the old.contract), bring it to
the court’s attentlon,” Kuhn replled.

HERE IS the status of ather union
and non-union groups at (he Road
Commlssion:

® An AFSCME Local 1917 unit
representing 11 superintendents ratl-
{led a two-year contract with annual
raises of 4 and 3 percent.

® A Local 1917 unlt representing
26 foremen ratitied o contract with
the same 4-3 pattern of pay increns-
¢s. Both wlll go to the threc-member
Road Commission for its approval,
which Is cxpected as a matter of
course.

@ Local 529, vepresenting 123 sal-
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Lucas:
Cut taxes,
abatements

By Todd Schneldor
stall writer

Republican gubernatorlal candl-
date William Lucas sald a tax plan
that he would implement would pick
up the slack for property tax abate-
menis for business owners, which he
would phase out.

“The general business cllmate of
an area is what will attract develop-
ment,” Lucas sald, “Lowering tax
rates for everyane, rather than a se-
tect few, is the way to go.”

Lucas spoke at a Garden City
Chamber of Commerce luncheon In
which he called Democratic Gov,
James J. Blanchard a “liar” several
tlmes.

Lucas cited a recent study chal-
tenging the effectivencss of granting
alarge number of 1ax abatements.

PROPERTY TAX abatements
strategy have been used widely by
many older suburbs to attract new
industrtal and commercial business-
cs. A local government can give a
campany a break of up to 5¢ percent
for 12 years.

Lucas, the Wayne County execu-
tlve, sald his tax plan would stimu-
late the economy by cutting the state
income tax rate from 4.6 percent to
an even 4 percent.

Asked if he would also drop the
single business tax, Lucas said that
while he felt the tax was in some
ways “unfal” 1o the small business
man, It would be difficult to reptace
the $1.5 billlon In rcvenue it gen-
crates cach year,

The gubernatorlal candldate sald
he would reduce the sinple business
tax rate by changing the way (he
rate Is determined.

IN A DEPARTURE from ptevlous
tactles, Lucas' 15-ml
address included several strong con-
demnations of the administation of
Gov. Blanchard.

Lucas called Blanchard a “liar™
several times. Lucas also was critl-
cal of a number of Blanchard poli-
cies,

Lucas appeared especially upsct
over the governor's claims that he,
as counly executive, was responsible
for Wayne County's $70-million
budget deflcit and that the county (s
facing payless paydays in the near
future.

“In-three short years (since taking
offlce In 1983), I reduccd the county
deficlt by $300 million, c]lmlnaled
wasieful departments,
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arled employces ranging from clerks
10 clvil englneers, ratified a threes
year contract with a 4-4.3 percent
patiern of increases.

Non-unlon employees got the same
pattern of increases. These include

® 11 executives, whose ralses are

- retroactive (o last Jan. 1 and who

hadn’t had an Increase since the first
of 1985,

® 66 conlidential, supervisory

. and managerlal employees, whose

ralses are retroactive to July 1 and
who hadn't had an increase since
mid-1985,

‘The non-union personncl also were
granted eliglbllity for the retirement
plan Improvement won by unlonized
salaried workers, effective for those
who retlre after Dec. 31,

- 07 el |
AP AL 1VE GOY 1D SHOW FOR ALL
IE5E YEARS ARG FEATHERS o0

Blood.

American
Red Cross

Wl Helpwill Your?

INSURANCE REPAIRS

MICHIGAN ARESTORATION SPECIALISTS

FURNITURE STRIPPING & REFINISHING
' 542-4110
21620 Coolidge Hwy.
Ouk Park, M| 48237

Store Hours
Mon.-Sat.
8:00 2,m.3:30 p.m.

g

FREE Pick-up and Delivery

Morth fing

oy

St e e T et § 1 bt v o,

Authorleed

ELLNET

agem

FINANCE IT

13 A3 4

$2490°

ot

OBty 103 b

A

1iost941bs.and went
fromasize 24toa12!

a mass computerlzation of county
resources and never raised taxes,”
Lucas said.

Lucas said that although Wayne
Countv was in a tght financial sliua-
tion, county employees won't miss
out on any paychecks  He called
Blanchard's staiements to that ef-
feet “wrong and irresponsible.”

IN ADDITION (o phasing out fu-
ture property tax abatements and
cutllng the state income tax rate,
Lucas proposed several other
changes in state tax taw. If elected,
Lucas said he would:

@ Index the personal excmptlon
to inflatlon beginning in 1998

educe the inheritance tax sig.
nificantly by limiting it to the feder-
al inherltance tax credit allowed for
state Lnxes.

® Limlt tocal property taxes to 25
percent of market value of property
beginning In 1989,

© Eliminate the "cireuit breakér™
tax rebate plan for homeowners but
retain it for the elderly, yeterans,
farmers and handicapped. The "clr-
cult breaker” glves homeowners an
income tax rebute if they pay more
than 3.5 percent of household Income
in property taxes.
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Chrislian Dior Sleepwear
Informally Modeled
Friday, October 24

10 a.m.-5 p.m., Birmlnghcm
Meet special representative
Caryn Roppoport and see

our luxurious fall

collection of robes, gowns.

long peignoir sets. Flowing.

yet body-consclous shapes

In charmeuse, satin, velour,

panne velvet, chitfon.

Shown here, a matching

set In vanila.
P-S-M-L. Polyester ;
charmeuse gown, $122.
Bed jacket of acrylic/
triacetate, $98.
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