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Ternan vs. Cooper: 2 kinds of ‘experience’

By Tim Rlchard
staft writor

Both talk about “experience.”

After that, there's little simllarity
between these rivals for.an Qakland
Circuit Court opening.

Lawrence Ternan, 46, Rochester
Hills city attorney, puts his experl-
ence this way: "I've been a practic.
ing attorney 2} years. The place lo
be teained for a Clreult Court judge
I8 to be a practiclng altorney In Cir-

cuit Court.

“I've handled criminal, chlld cus-
tody, zoning, divorce, personal inju-
ry, both for plaintif(s and defend-
ants.”

Jessica Cooper, 49, District Court
Judge in Southfleld, puts her experi-
ence this way: "I've n on the
bench almost eight years, We get re-
mands from Clreult Court, I've tried
cases of medlcal malpractice, hane
dled complex pre-trial

‘In the last 10 years,
P've specialized In the
area of zoning. I've
handled 15 cases
against Avon Township
{predecessor of
Rochester Hills) in 14%
years, and we
succeeded in every
one.’

— Lawrence Ternan

‘It ook a while to .
establish what we call
a judicial
temperament, . .not
popping off, spesking
with authority and not
belng questioned. -

. .The way towina
popularity contest is
not to be a judge.’

~— Jessica Cooper

of two or three days on murder and

rape, -

“Mr. Ternan's experlence cannot
compare In the flelds of negligence
and ecriminal law. His ficld of ex-
pertise Is zonlng.”

THERE ARE dlfferences in back-
geound onee you get past the bar as-
sociation commitees.

Cooper Is Jewish, single, a founder
or member of three women's legal
groups, and on the board of a domes-
tic violence shelter.

She refers disdainfully to Ternan
supporters as “good ol’ boys.”

Ternan a family

Sudges are unopposed; the executive
and sherlff races arc two years
away.

They seck to succeed retiring
Judge Fredrick Ziem for eight-year

terms.

Both like to talk about thelr jobs.

“IN THE LAST 10 years,” said
Ternan in an Interview In his Bloom-
fleld Hills law office, “I've special-
tzed in the area of zoning. I've han-
dled 15 cases agalnst Avon Township
{predecessor of Rochester Hills) In
14% years, and we succeeded In eve-
ryone. !

“F've been Invelved in drafting

IS

man, Republlean and Kiwanian. He
has been on the board of a children's
‘home and a camp.

His supporters emphasize he has
the “temperament” to be a judge.

Thelr Nov. 4 match is the only
countywlde race in Oakland County.
The other clreult and the probate

$2 million

to the {state) Zening
Enabling Act. Justice Charles Levin
cited one of my Bar Journal articles
in a ‘Supreme Court decision) foot-
note. The Court of Appeals has quot-

- edme”

His most interestng cases?
Onc was a Rochester Road zoning
case, which he won before Circult

rebate

on sewer charges

[t of the
Oakland County Sewage Disposal
System are due for rebates and rate
reductions of $2 millllon, county
Draln  Commissloner George
Kuhn announced.

Kuhn said (hat under an agree-
ment with the Detrolt Water and

Sewer Dep: . the so-called
“overflow allowance™ for wastewa-
ter that overflows into the Detroit
River wlll be 8 percent of the aver-
age flow.

“The financlal effects of this
agreement will be savings of over
$500,000 per ycar,” Kuhn sald,

Something to smile about...
University of Michigan School of Dentistry needs
children and adolescents as dental patients.

The School of Dentistry at the University of Michigan has
4 ings for children and ad

(5+16 yeurs)

and future openings for younger children (2.4 years} as

denta) patients to be treated in

the children's clinie.

Emergency treatment and regular dental care are provided at
dicaid are epted, All

low cost, dental

and

handicapped children will be nccepted for treatment.
If interested. call 764-1523 & 764-1524 for an

appointment on weekdays
and 1:00 - 5:00 P.M.

from 8:00 A.M. - 12 noon

Judge Steven Andrews, The Court of
Appeals reverscd, saylng the town.
ship abused Its discretlon, The Michi-
gan Supreme Court reversed the
appeals court, upholding the lown-
shi;

a case that's being clted
now,” Ternan sald.

He waon a case in which the town-
ship restricted mechanical amuse-
ment devices.

“I'VE BEEN Involved in fighting
tandfills,” he went on.

“I represented St. Clair County
and Fort Gratiot Township to pre-
vent Macomb waste from going In.
The Court of Appenis affirmed the
circult jugge. it’s on leave to appeal
to the Supreme Court,

“We've had a number of landtill
sults In Avon Townhip/Rochester
Hills. We've been successful [n estab-
1Ishing rules against landfills.”

A veleran of many divorce and
child custody proceedings, Ternan
raises an eyebrow at the Clreuit
Court's tendency “not to try divorce
cases but force the pariles to settle
out of court. A clreuit judge should
try cases,” he sald. He emphaslzed
“should.”

COOPER'S FAVORITE cases in
her flve years as a practicing attor-

ney?
"I had a class actlon lawsuit
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against Michigan Bell that took elght
years to scttle. It was as complex a
case as you can magine,” she said.

“There were 180 women who were
classifled as engineering layout
clerks (ELCs), They sued Michigan
Bell. All the ELCs were female.

“All the fleld assistants were
male. They did the same kind of
work but had different pay scales.””

Cocper represented (he women
workers, The case was settled out of
US. Distrlet Court after she was
elected distrlet judge,

Another favorite case was against
the city of Farmington Hills, She
represented two men who had
worked as emergency medical ser-
vice technictans.

The city shifted from a voluntecr
to a full-time fire department. The
clty ruled they couldn’t test for thelr
old positlons 1f they were under §-
feete? or over age 35, which would
have eliminated her clicnts,

shelter for abused spouses and coun-
scilng center for rape victims, That
was an extreme case of a woman
who accepled abuse from a man. this
was (he ultimate situation. It wasn't
that I enfoyed It,” she added.

COOPER BROUGHT up he tem-
perament issue herself during an In-
ferview In her chambers. :

In 1978 she defeated Incumbent
Judge James Clarkson, who, she re-
called, "had sald some pretty offen-
alve things about women." After n
tough race, she was surprised to find
herself a judge at the age of 33,

“It took a while to establish what
we call a judlcial temperament,”
which she deflned as “not popping
off, speaking with authority and not
being questioned.”

The life, she said, Is “different. . .
Isolating . . .lonely.”

“The way to win a popularity con-
1est 1s not to be a judge.”

TERNAN SUPPORTERS say
Cooper has a reputatlon for threat-
ening atiorneys with contempt of
court charges.

“I've pever found an atiorney In

“These aren't p cases un-
der federal law,” Cooper recalled,
“Dut under Michlgan's EMllott-Lar-
sen (civll rights) act, they are. We
had a heck of an argument In Circuit
Court.

"The city allowed (hem to test.”

A “fascinating” but unhappy case,
Cooper sald, was a woman whose
boyfrlend slit her wrlsts. “She
wouldn't testify against him because
he was the father of her child,

I sit on the board of Haven, a

couple,
she sald, recalling her early days on
the bench.

“You get the tesiing .— ‘how far
can I go?’ Any new judge is going to
get them, I don't get that any more,”
she said,

A judge should “not be a prosecu-
tor's judge or a defense judge. The
tria} Judge is a determiner of fact
and, in certain cases, the delerminer
of law, You keep your own personal -
philosophy out.”
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ESTATE AUCTION

INDAY, OCTOBER 26 - 12:00 noo
Octaber 17, 1986, through the sales

Aookwaod pottery, Dolit parcolain, Toy Tralns: "o gaugo, Dlamond and
hardatone jewatry, Orlantal rugs, Oil paintings

Georgian silver, Antlquo dolls, Victorian and Art Nouveny furnlture, Crlontat
rugs, Antiquo Moissan, Reed & Barton Francls | fistware, Royal Crown Dorby,

Royal Doutton, Fronch furnlture

Important Suvres cofloction Including: Sovres annular clock; palr of torchloes;
Sovios podastol and urns, Titfany Favrilo glass and
tamp, Fino Jewolry, Orisntal rugs, Exiensive collaction of tino oil palatings
Incluging: Th. Kfechaus, Douglas Arthur Teod, Yeond King, J.

. Chalan R.A., Francis Murphy, Reborl Hopkin, William Watson, Warron
Sheoppord, Haary Word Raonger, Emila Varnon, Melanle Bessom, and Wil H.
Low. Newell Convors Wyeth-coliecilon of 14 drawings, Muller Freros cameo
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llustrated catalogues $10.00 postpald, Call or write for a frea brochure.
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These clegant women's watches arc the
embodiment of classic good taste;
perfect any time, any place. In textured 14k gold,
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