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Singing star gets new look

Continled from Page 1

make-up out on the street during
the day. I try to let my pores
breathe. I'm from that old hipple
sehool. 1 try to be as natural as I

can.”

~Nichols sald that as an actress
and singer, she tends to be very
dramatle In how she dresses and
puts on her makeup. She thought
the halr stytlst and makeup experts
were working to make her appear
less severe.

.{Kathy Doollttle Wudyka, the
salon’s style director, sald, *We ta-
pered her halr. She already had a
nice, short haircut.. We brightened
her hair and makeup. I saw her
perform at the Caucus Club. She
had stage makeup — brownish lip-
stick, black eyebrows. I also would
like 1o cut her halr once it grows
put longer. I would like a little
sqlter wlsps around the face.”}

" Nlchols performs Tuesday-Sun-
ddys In the intimate atmosphere of
Détroit’s Caucus Club. “It's defi.
pltely theplace to be seen In town,”
she sald. Nichols enjoys the expo-
Sure, performing where “movers
ahd shakers come {n to hear me.”

She recently sang in concert at
the Blrmingham Temple in Farm-
ington Hills. “It's so much different
Jfhan the club. It's nlce to have peo-
*ple treat what I do llke golng ta the
2heater,” she satd.

N
* FOR BOTH her club and concert
dates, she wears the same amount
‘of makeup because "a lot of the
sconcert sites are very intimate llke
\the Caucus Club, When we do the
fOrchestra Hall engagement (a
12.000-seat venue-as contrasted to
sthe Blrmingham Temple's few-
‘hundred-seat auditorlum), we're
1golng to do everything about twice
tas much.” .

1 “Itry tomake everything blgger,
sgrander,” she sald. Even so, she
tdoesn't want to overde. “I'm not a
glamour girl up there . . . I like
tmy personatity to show through.”

Champagne
BiEIhol Slmmons

stalt wrlter .

‘Gourmet magazine Wine Editor
Girald Asher made Jt easy on th;
an

One of Nlchols' recent triumphs
was portraylng Edith Piaf, the
French chanteuse, In “Pial” nt the
Attic Theatre. *We dldn't really tey
to make me look like Pial,” she
said, "We Jlned my eyes and
plucked my brows but did little to
my halr, I'wore barely any make.
up”
The Orchestra Hall concert will
conslst of two 40-minute acts. .

~There wlll be a live taping of
the audlo,” she sald, “to be pressed
ifito an album at a later day.” The
album will be called *Sher! Nichels
Live at Orchestra Hall.”

~This Is thriliing to me,” she sald.
The concert also wlll be videataped
but in a casual way.

THE BENEFIT concert is "A Sa-
lute to Liberty,” with Nichols sing-
ing the songs of great American
composers such as Gershwin, Kern.
Rodgers and Hammersteln,
Rodgers and Hart, Porter, Arlen
and Berlin.

*It's an immigrant theme,” she
sald. *We also want to evoke a feel-
Ing of nostalgia, have people sit
back and take a little ride in the
richness of America when It was
booming.”

Tickets for the benefit concest
are $25, with sponsor seats at §50.
To reserve tickets. call the box off-
lee at 833.3700.

With Nichols at Qrchestra Hall
wlill be her accompanist, Richard
Berent, who did all the arrange-
ments for the songs. “He is qulte
gifted,” she sald.

Along with Berent on keyboards,
the hand-picked musical group [n-
cludes Motown musician Beans
Bowles on reeds and Wayne State
Unlverslty students Chrls Colins
on recds and flute; Kent Rogers,
bass, and Dan Mastanka on drums.

Nichols said she first met Berent
when she attended Wayne State
Unlverslty, where he was accom-
panist In the Dance Department
and also was doing musicals, “He

— it’'s all in

has been with me aimost exclusive-
Iy for the last four years,” she sald.

NICHOLS 1S known for her bal-
lads and torch songs but also does
jaze tunes. “I'm learning to be as
much 2 jazz singer as a torch sing-
er these days.” She agrees with the
Detroit newspaper critle  who
called her a chanteuse. “A chan<
1euse, to Americans today,” she
said, “js someone who's a dramatic
stnger, someone who acts a song.”

With Nichols, the actress and
singer are always very much to-
gether. It's harder for her to be a
singer, however, “I really feel that
I don't nced to work as hard at
belng an actress as a singer.” she

Nichols has been a veritable
whirlwlnd as both actress and sing.
er for the last two years. Since
1985 she has performed with Phit
Marcus Esser of Llvonla and Bar-
bara Bredius of Troy In the revue

.*1946 Detroit,” In “Piaf" at the At-
tic, and in a one-woman show,
“Sherl Nichols Downtown,” which
closed just before she began ape
pearing at the Caucus Club In May.

“~In between all that, I was work-
Ing at the Gnome two days a week,
plus doing ‘The 19405 Radio Show"
at the Attie” Her stint at the
Gnome, across from Orchestra
Hall. led indirectly to her engage-
ment at Detroit's premier-acoustlc
hall. (“The acoustles at the Bire
mingham Temple are second to
none — except second to Orchestra
Hall,” she sald.}

She sald two people from Or-
chestra Hall came to hear her at
the Gnome and subsequently
booked her for the hail date.

ASKED WHICH {emale singers
she likes best, Nichols said, “One of
my favorite vocalists is Sarah
Vaughan,” Regarding Barbra
Strelsand who sang at the
Caucus Club In the days before she

the style

table talk

glbsts at a recent
sparkling wine-tasting party at
Cranbrook House in Bloomileld

Hs.

“He kept his remarks down to just a
few minutes and Jet the guests learn
for themselves through the wines
they tasted, without being
olerwhelmed by a lot of expert talk.

vWhat Asher dld stress, briefiy,-is
t, *Every winemaker has his im-
nt.” What's best depends on what
slyle you prefer. Sparkling wlnes are
essentlally a product of style.”

+Each of three tables featured a
champagne from France and an
Ainerican sparkling wlne (it can’t re-
iflly be called champagne if it's not
from the Champagne Country of
France) whose manufacture was su-
pervised by the same maker.

! THFRE WAS Moet & Chandon
Brut Imperial 1081 from Epernay,
France, along with Domalne Chan-
den Nape Valley Brut from Yount-
ville, Calf; Piper-Heldsieck Brut
1979 from Reims, France, and Piper
Sonoma Brut 1932 from Windsor,
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Calif, and G.H. Mumm Cordon
Rouge 1979 from Reims, France.
and Domalne Mumm Cuvee Napa
from Calistoga, Calif.

Between the stppings, guests nib-
bled hors d'oeuvres from the Palate
Pleaser In Birmingham and strolled
through several grand, yet cozy
rooms of Cranbrook House. A string
quartet played. In one room, a chet
prepared mushroom raviol filled
with drled morels and served with
maderta wine sauce and more mush-
rooms. In another room, a chef pan-
fried fresh perch, scrved on bibb let-
tuce with French rembulade sauce
flavored with spinach.

Asher polltely answered questions
about which wines he preferred that
evening, while a plate of delicious
ravioll walted in hls hands. From
Callfornla, he favored the Piper
Sonoma.

“I like that very lean style,” he
sald. Among the French cham-
pagnes, the ‘79 Mumm was his
chojce. *I llked the flavor. It's

more Interesting. complex flavor.”

The Califernia wlnes tasted
ranged from $10-512.50 a battle, the
vintage French wines, $25.

Verne E. Westerberg. publisher,
and Asher hosted the Gourmet mag-
azine party, which was primartly for
the Detroit-area advertlsing commu-
nity.

Guests also received copies of the
Qctober issue of Gourmet (“the mag-
azlne of good living™), an Issue deslg-
nated as the largst In the magazine's
{5.year history, and the November
issue contatning a feature article
“City Dinlng — Detroit.”

Highllghted in the story are three
of the metropoiltan area’s flnest res-
taurants — the London Chop House
in Detroit, owned by Max and Lanle
Pincus of Bloomfield Hllls, the Gold-
en Mushroom of Southfleld, co-
owned by Reid Ashton and master
chef Milos Cibelka, and Elizabeth’s
of Northville, owned by Elizabeth
and Dougtas Campbelt.

became a superstar, Nichols sald,
*1 try not to copy her style.” Anothe
er favorlte: I Jove Judy Garland.”

“I listen to different singers for *
different reasons,” she said, She lls-
tens to Vaughan for the technlque,
Garland for the drama, and
Streisand because she's an aclress.

Originally from Kalamazoo, Ni.
chols arrlved in Detrolt In 1979, “1
came with my husband, who Is now
my ex. He was I law school.” Ni-
chols attended Wayne State 1980-
85 and received her bachelor of
fine arts degree In the theater pro-
gram.

She worked in the Hilberry
Repertory Theatre Company's
graduate program, as an under-
graduate, But things got a- little
hectle, she sald, and she left in

“I work like crazy. Since I lejt
Wayne State, I have been able to do
it without any problem at all,” Nl
chols sald. *I don't, like a lot of
show people, have a day job.”

A Detrolt booster, she said, *I
love Detroit. 1t’s a good town for
musleians to be In.”

Nichols' hair, which she has
hightights.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

45198 Cass Ave. » Utica

RESTAURANT

®
3, 100 Year old Vietorian Farm House with a casual, but elegant
. % ambiance and exceptional culsine, Serving lunch and dinner,

Reservations 731-4440
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William Shahespeare's

Spectacular Historical Drama

@y Richavd 111

Now through November 2
Tonight at 8 p.m.

For tickets, call

377-330
R MeacdniBiook Jheitie

A cultural progzam of Oakland University

0

Preserted in
cooperation with

WOQRS

-

Sweet I

s

W™ ™
Detroit's favorlte Sunday brunch Is a kaleidoscope
of breakfast, lunch, and dinner favorites, served
with white llncn and silver In the elegance of the
Kingstey dinlng rooms. From 10:00 - 2:00 p.m,

g
Kingsley Inn

Woodward at Long Lake Rond + Bloomlield Hills « 632-0100

-

Kathy Doolittle Wudyka, style director at the Kazan

salon, does
permed and colored, with

~. good tastes

njoy the m
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'ALL CHINA « EXOYIC SPIRITS
ood t. with a friend

BASIN STREET
FEATURING:
» DANCING
+ FASHION SHOWS
.+ BUSINESS MEN'S
LUNCHEONS

PRIVATE
PARTIES
WELCOME

L VGRE NOIMNTION,

€aLL 537-7500

21413 W. EIGHT MILE
(BETWEENLAHSER & EVERGREE

MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

has gained
an interna-

.dlionul repu-
N tation and
acclimasa
* conductar
countless  guest

through

appearances with the world's

leading opera companies and
)

A favorite of Detroit

experience at the Benchmark.

Impeccable service.

Sat. 12-11PM+S

644-

Pearl’s
Garden

Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons ¢ Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin

Open 7 days a Week
Mon.<Thurs. 11 AM-10 PMe Friday 11 AM-11PM

o

Serving the Finest in

unday 12-10 PM

Monday through Saturday.
beginning at 6 pm.

Call 559-6500 for
reservations.

Distinctive Dining
Indulge yourself with an exceptional dining ;
“The elegant decor serves as a dramatic

backdrop for superb continental cuisine. fine

wines, soft music. tempting dessents and

Cocktall and dinner service available

chmark

Woodward * Birmingham
2913 ﬁ

audiences. .
The Symphony and Jerzy
Semkow. The Detroit Symi-
phony. the Weckend Place To Be,
NEXT WEEK
Jerzy Semkow, conductor
MOZART Symphony No. 36, Lin:
WAGNER Overture 10 Riv
Prelude to Act [ of Lohiengrin
Funeral Muaic iom
Gottendwmmertite
Prelude and Licbestod from
Tristan und Isohlc
0a1. 10.8 p.m.
L &p.m..
ra Hall Series )
couperative with WQRS:
Sat.. Now. 1, B p mes
Spo Dueenughs Carporatln

COMING UP

Nov. 6,7, 8

Sixten Ehrling, David

Gerlngas -

Program: PROKOFIEY. HAYDN
und RESPIGH]

TICKET PRICES: SI0 to $20
Trckets avalable at Ford Auditwrium,
Onchienra Hal 18332002,

Hudson's snd Ticker World, Call .

5671400

Al programs and artists subject
1o change.

Altgonverts at Fond Auditosiuny
unles noted.

SYMPHONY

Sivaihar Iheebly, Mude irectar

The Weekend Place To Be

Orhesita Hall

FMI08




