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Wacky image is part
of Urbations’ popularity

When you play in a wild and
wacky traveling band, the excite-
ment Isn't always reserved for the
stage.

'One tlme we had a gig In St. Lou-
is,” recalls Andy Boller of Detroit's
popular Urbatlons.

“We were on the highway and
there was a guy driving In front of
us. We're going about 75 mph, and he
kept puting on his brakes.

“We just said, ‘Whoa, let's pull off
e road — this guy's nuts’ He
stopped and pulled 2 gun op S . . .
‘Ihen we ran,” says Boller, laughlng.

1f this happened to mom, dad and
the kids on a vacation trip, you
would't think It very funny. But
when it's told by Baller, main singer
and keyhoardist with that nutty De-
trolt band, the Urbations, it ap-
proaches slapstick.

Since forming In 1980, the Urba-
tions have been known for a wild, of-
ten humorous stage show — com-
plete with band members writhing
on the fleor and crazy cover-verslons
of oldies — like their reworking of
the carly '60s hit "It's My Party.”
They turn it from wimpy pop to
tough '80s rap.

“THAT'S SORT OF our basic m-
age,” says Boller, adjusting a thick
bandage wrapped around his thumb,

Injured in a recent baut with a mike
stand in a Traverse City club,

That wacky image, coupled with
the group's trademark horn seciion
and general high musiclanship, made
them “Detroit’s favorite party
band,” to quote Boller.

But {ollowing the release of their
fourth record — the first distributed
outslde the Midwest — Boller says,
“We've evolved.” He says the band ts
a bit less wild and playing more
original material, about 70 percent.

While long-term band goals vary
trom member to member, Boller —
he writes much of the band’s materi-
al — says he'd like to have a hit
record: “I'd ilke to have a song ev-
cryone was siuglng.”

TRecorded at Canton’s Pearl Sound
studio, the new four-song EP i5 even
sciling 25-30 coples a week in New
York City, now one of the band's tour

stops,

Early on, the Urbations provided a
siriking change from most Detroit
club bands — those macho-rockers
dolng Journey and Loverboy covers,
or quirky mew-wavers more Into
making thelr statenient than enter-
taining.

LED BY BARITONE sax player
David Swain — he lives just east of
the Southticld-Detroit border — the
band first performed Sunday nights
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at the Soup Kitchen saloon down-
town,

A WRIF engincer and employees
of the big Detroit newspapers spread
the word about the seven-member
band, as they played more downtown
clubs.

The Urbatlons played some sur-
burban clubs as well, Including the
Ranch in Redford, and hooked up
with former MC5 manager-White
Panther John Sinclalr ("He's a poet.
lie's on his own beam rlding the
sucker,” says Boller), who books
them on a Midwest cireuit.

“We've played everyplace — Chi-
eago, Cinclnnati, Topeka, Iowa — all
these college towns in Minois and In-
diana you've never heard of," says
Boller.

Earlier this month, the band
played at CBGBs and the Pyramid in
New York City — also home of their
new record company, Cellulold,

Boller says the band hopes to re-
lcase an album on that independent
label, but they'tl shop the songs
around if necessary. In the mean-
time, they're back in the clubs.

Their next area glg (s Saturday,
Nov. I, at Alvin's, on the Wayne
State University eampus in Detroit.

A New Restaurant with
Ent=rtainment and Much More!
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For an era (hat once looked as
exotic as mashed potatocs, the
19508 seem to bave some longevity
asa trend. )

It’s been a couple of years since
people rediscovered the Elsenhow-
er era. Yos, it's still passably cool
to openly swoon over kidney-
shaped coffee tables and watch
reruns of “Route 66" on cable.
Even that pop lcon, Madonna,
sports a reborn Marilyn Monroe
look these days.

For those who really want to sce
the glory that was the 1950s, local
and eable televislon offer a few
films that show us the way we
thought we were.

HOW TO MARRY A MILLION-
AIRE (1953) 2:30 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 8, WDIV 1n thls day and age,
the premise understandably might
grind some sensibllitics. This was a
time when it was fIne to be a teach-
er or a secretary, until you were
married. Bear [n mind, this film
was made before women became
their own Yupples. It's the story of
three secretaries on the make to

matry men whose natnes arc For-
tune 500 flrms. Marilyn Monroe,
Betly Grable and Laurcn Bacall
turn In delightful performances as
the trie who blow all their money
on a menth's rent for a swanky
apartment and couture clothing In
a last-ditch bid to marry thelr way
to the top of the heap. Monroe
thrlved In this kind of role and no
ane can throw a wiscerack like Ba-

call.

Esoterica lovers take note: the
movle Is a remake of a 1932 Hlm
originally titled “The Greeks Hada
Word for Them.” Not surprisingly.
the name was changed to “Three
Broadway Girls." It starred Joan
Blonde, Ina Clalr and Madge Ev-
ans. Try throwlng that into a con-
versation.

THE LEFT HAND OF GOD
(1955) 3 w.m. Sunduy, Nov. 2,
WDIV Humphrey Bogart plays a
downed American flyer in post-
World-War-11, pre-Mao China. Bo-
gle assumes the identity of a cler-
gyman to save his neck in a coun-
try almost 30 years away from
tasting lts first Coca-Cola. The pol-
Itics arc toe-the-line Eisenhower
era. Cast members include sume of

that decades best supporting acts
and topliners: Gene Tierney, Lee J,
Cobb, Agnes Moorehead and EG,
Marshall, For those who prefer to
retire before dawn, even on &
weckend, It's worth time-shifting
on the VCR for this onc. The rest of
s will have to make da by drinking
coffee.

KISS ME KATE (1853} Nov. 5,
1, 22, 26 Disney Channel Loose-
1y bascd on Shakespcare's “Taming
of the Shrew,” this movic was orlg-
fnally filmed in 3-D. Water and
confettl seemed (o Jand right into
the laps of audlences wearlng those
goony glasses needed to see the ex-
tra-dimensional effect.

In the first hall of the movie,
Ann Miller gets to show off some 3-
D kicks while she dances on top of
a piane, The *50s had its own form
of wretched excess. But why dwell
on this when televislon vlewers can
only see the flattened verslon of
this fllck? In addition to Miller, the
movie showcases Kathryn Grayson
and Howard Keel as a blekerlng
acting couple whose offstage she-
nanigans cxtend onstage.
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WEEKEND PACKAGE

. PLUS TAX PER NIGHT
+ 2 COMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO THE MOVIES AT TWELVE

OAKS MALL —
* COMPLIMENTARY SHUTILE SERVICE TO TWELVE 0AKS
« 2 HA, FREE RACQUET COURT TIME, )
« DELUXE OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS {1-4
: »INDOOR POOL, WHIRLPOOL, SAUNA

-« FITNESS CENTER WITH OPTIONAL TANNING BED
« LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN ANTHONY"S LOUNGE

OR RESERVATIONS CALL
348-5000

O ACPLIGABLE TO

Sheraton-Oaks

GAQUP. nirsulvlmnus

200000 5541 BATON L,

PERSONS}

s

oiScoun’ e

. -Thehauplismy propse ot AP
A s008 1A

o

New Fzmale

r
Marhus oSl}gEbzg

éomplete Dinner and Theatre
Package for Two just *54.95

NEIL SIMON’S

cOble |

Theatregoer's Special
Price includes Dinner and Theatre tickets to
*“The 0dd Couple”
playing at the Blrmlnghnm Theatre Nov. 4 - Nov. 30,
Reservations Required...Call 642-6900 Now.
725 S. Hunter Blvd., Birmingham
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7« Full Rich Tono
Grand Piano Touch
+ Classic Styling

« Apartmont Sfzo

» Docorator Banch
« Trades Accoptod
« Finish In Walnut,
Ivory & Hi Gloss
Qlack sfightly highor

Conaote mado in U.S.A. with
Litetime Wneeanty,

$1665% "

« DETROIT 875-7100
5510 Woodward
+ Dally 9-5, Closnd Sun.

Smiley Brothers A ‘

A TRUSTLO NAME 1N 12USIC

* BIRMINGHAM 647-1177
1010 N. Hunler
« Opan 10 & Evos,, Sun, 1:5

For the past six years, the
Friday Fish Feast at the
Haymarket has been the
most extravagant scafood
huffet in town,

Laobster, aysters, shelmp and
n seemingly endless array
of fresh caught delleacles,
are flawn in cach and every
Friday.

Flown In
Every Friday

Frorre Ty

After All These Years

x TI'OY Hilton Inn 14556 Sle;)&\;:;;bsnﬂ!‘l.lggﬁxaly-'?roy

All you can eat at
a real seafl
cxlravagana’
for only

5277

Reservations required
Call (313) $83-5000.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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MOUNTAIN KING
CHINESE MANDARIN RESTAURANT

Y

In Mandarin,

your selection.

Culslne. Mora‘!han 200 dishes for

fried rice & tea.

Luncheon Specials include
Soup, egg roll or frled wonion
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OPEN 7 DAYS

Lunch Specials 11:30-3:30 p.m.
CARRY-OUT SERVICE
« Raservalions acceptod

» [& « We cater 10 & plan partios”
« Free porking In roor

X
675 E. Maple
{E. of Woodward
BIRMINGHAM
644-2373

Wookdays: 11:30-10:00 P.M.;

Wookends: 12 Noon-11:00 P.M.

T

LIVONIA WALLED LAKE

#Mle & Farmingion 139 €. Walled L& D
18170

KEEGO HARBOR  ROCHESTER
1340ichaaLy Ad.  Gival Osks Mall
643:3575 wean

WATERFORD CANTON
AMSH W, at CassLane  Ford Ru. & Bheldon
o 4394203

Walettord Corn
12223

WESTLAND
‘Wapne RS, H. ot Ford
722:3080

ROYAL OAK
908 K, Main
54100

THIS DREAM |S BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Gags & Games

AND THEIR HALLOWE’EN OUTLETS

TREMENDOYs

SELEC Tions
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WE'RE THE HALLOWEEN
EXPERTS
»Costumes « Rentals

« Makae-up (Artist by Appt.)
-Accessor(os-W(g); PP

COUPON

F R E TRICK OR

TREAT
FUN AND VALUABLE PRIZES
EVERYBODY WINSI

Expliop10:31:86,
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