Gulf grows between genefations

life expectancy, At the

same time, the likellhood
is Increased that we will undergo Im-
pairment, rejection and unhappiness
as we enter the years of advanced
age.

HE ADVANCE of medical
I sclence has Increased our
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The greatest and most
fear In our soclety is the fear of get-
ting old, It is the pervaslve obses-

slon,

1f the past offers any Insight at all,
it Ls that In pre-modern socletles, otd
age was not separated from the rest
of the llfespan.

A GENERATION or two ago,
grandparents lived with their faml-
lies as honored members of the
houschold, They were able to exert
beneficial Influence upon the lives
not only of thelr own children, but
atso of thelr grandchildren, serving
as a symbol of the contlnulty of time
and tradition,

In our time, separatlon grows in-
creasingly eommon.

There are homes for the aged, ho-
tels for senlor citizens, retirement
villages for the elder}y. All these
mect that need that arlses out of the
condltions we associate with age.

The aged do not {it into the life
atyle ‘of the contemporary famlly,
and everyone knows It.

BIBLICAL {falth Is clear, unequi-
vocal and Inslstent on our responsi-
bility for the aaged. Created in the
fmage of God, the aged deserve not
only love and compasslon, but also
Teverence.

The Blbllcal pronountement to
“honor the face of the aged” does not
have an asterlsk with the designa-
tion,” only If he has financial re-
sources,” or “chlldren that are able
and willing to pay the expense,” or
“if he still has mental (aculties or a
pleasant disposition.”

Older Americans are not a homo-
genous group. They come fn all
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The animuls a* the Michigan
Humane Society will do any-
thing for your support because,
for many of them, it's the only
chance they have.

Animals give so unselfishly,
they're begging you to do
the same.
Give lo the Michlgan Humane Sodety,
7401 Chrysler Dr., Detroit, M| 48211

- Detroit
872-3400
Westland
721-7300

Auburn Hts,
+ 852-7420

shapes and slzes, with all kinds of
needs and capabilities, The only
common denominator is that vertiu.
ally all of them are In one way or
another disadvantaged.

There are the physically disadvan-
taged — the millions who are feeble
and {11 with not enough money for
adequate housing, medical care,

A RECENT analysis jof the
achievements of 400 famous people
revealed that more than one-third
achieved their greatest accomplish-
ments after the age of 60.

Of them, 23 percent scored their

greatest success In life after the age
ol 70,

Examples: George Bernard Shaw
was still wrlting In his 20s, while
Verdi created his “Othello” and
“Falstgff" operas at the ages of 74
and 80. Toscaninl was conducting in
his 80s. Grandma Moses became 8
palnter when most artlsts would re-
tire. Pope John XXIII ascended the
throne of the Vatican In hls 78th year
and transformed the Roman Catho-
tic Chruch,

It is tlme for Americans to under.
stand that old age Is not a curse, not
a misfortune, not o discase. It is time
ta revise our autlook on the meanlng
of the “golden years." N

food, clothing and iy

There's another eategory: Millions
of older Americans who are physl-
cally dlsadvantaged. They are
healthy, reasonably well-off, but
have been scgregated from the rest
of soclety by the accldent of calen-
dar age. They are eager, competent
and willing o serve. They seck to ex-
ercise thelr abllitles and talents, but
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they are denied such .

AUTHOR JAMES uf

put

this Issue Into clear focus, He wrote:

“The problem of caring for the

aged looms as the principle social

problem of the balance of the centu-

ry, greater than ecological asphyxia-
tion, greater (han overpapul
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greater than the encrgy crisls.”

It is never too late to begin. Con-
trary to popular opinion, age has lit-
tle to do with the abillty to learn new
things or to adjust to new sltuatlons.

A'ncurologisl once wrote: “At 60
the body has certainly passed beyond
Its greatest steength, and physical
demands should be lessened and
changed. But the brain quite often is
ready for s best performance in
certaln fields."

THE DETROIT CONTEMPORARY CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
with THE LAFAYETTE STRING QUARTET
Israel Kremen: String Quartet No. 2
Peter Sculthorpe: String Quartet No. 8
Paul Chihara: Quartet for Clarinet
David Maslanka: Heaven to clear

Tickets *7 adults, *4 students & seniors.
Available at the door
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KNOW
ALL.

Take a First Aid class with the American Red
Cross. We'll teach you what you need to
know to save someone you lgve.. from
choking, bleeding or dozens of other life
threatening emergencies.

Call your chapter of the American Red
Cross today. And know it aff.

American
Red Cross
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good luck.

There are some S\,
very interesting ways - ™
you can find a doctor.

You can ask friends, relatives or
co-workers for a recommendation.
Since there are as many opinions as
there are people, you may end up
with a confusing collection of names
and phone numbers. Without having
the slightest idea of who the doctors
are or where they're located.

You may also choose to open up
your telephone book and, well -

§

) PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL
! PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE

) 424-3999

1986 Pravidencae Hospdal

Or you can call Providence
Hospital’s Physician Referral Service
at 424-3999. It's quick, professional

and personal. .

When you call the Physician
Referral Service, we'll help vou find a
doctor close to your home or wlere
you work. We'll put you in touch with
physicians specializing in all areas of
medicine, And if you prefer a male or
female doctor, we'll see to it your
preference is mel. Most importantly,
when you cali the Physician Referral
Service, you'll be put in touch with
physicians who have a strong affil-
jation with one of Michigan's

leading hospitals - Providence.

Save yourself from the time-
consuming frustration of
finding a doctor. Cail
Providence Hospital's Physician
Referral Service at 424-3999 and
get the sound, professional advice
you need in finding a qualified
physician.




