He has look at Nicaragua

By Larry O'Connor
stalf writer

Sorry, Mark Ludwick couldn’t find

the perfect post card to send from
Nicaragua in his two-week stay
there.
Instead he would prefer to paint
his own pleture of what he saw in the
wat-torn reglen, Ludwick, a member
of the Trinity Church of the Brethren
In Redford Townshlp, went there on
a goodwIl trip with Witness for
Peace. It's a group concerned with
the current situation in Central
Americn,

“It's not Amerlcans they don't like.
It's the government here they don't
care for,” he snid.

LUDWICK WANTED to fInd out
first-hand the political and soclal cll-
mate In a country where the leftist
Sandlnista government is flghting
the United States-hacked Contras.

f' And he caught more than an eye-

ul,

He witnessed poverty with people
living In wooden shacks and children
playing in the mud.

He watched an antl-US. demon-
siration where a mannequin of Pres-
Ident Reagan was burned in the town

uare.

Ludwick apoke with families
who've been ravaged by the confllet,
with family members belleved to be
kidnapped and killed by the contras.

Mark Ludwick
aces war's effects

*I NEVER saw the effects of war
before,” sald Ludwick, 28, of Detrolt.
“I've never seen so many people un-
der the pressure of war.”

Nlecaragua Is an uncomfortable
place to be for a U.S. citizen.
Ludwlck said he did not detect any
hostility towards him,

In fact he even had an animated
conversation with a youth who was
involved In the political demonstra-
(lon against the Unlted States.

“He wanted to know what [t was

Irish furniture to be shown

The Irlsh American Cultural Insti-
tute wlil host a showlng of famous
18th century Irlsh manor house fur-
nlture at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct.
29,

The showling will be In the Baker,
Knapp & Tubbs Gatlery, 1700 Stutz
Drlye near E. Maple Road, Troy.

Sir Desmond Guinness, a founder

of the Irish Georglan Socicty, whl
narrate a slide show on the historleal
background of pleces In the collee-
tion. HIs talk will begln around 7:30
pm.

Price is $12 a person. Reserva.
tlons are necessary. CAll the soclety
after 5 p.m. at §35-7425.

Tuesday
October 28
7:30 pm

ENTRANCE !
EXAM

Saturday
November 22
8:30 am

Brother Rice High School

7101 Lahser Rd. Birmingham - 647-2526
OPEN HOUSE for 8th Grade Students

and Parents,

Application Test Fee $10.00

like here,” Ludwlek said. . . .Even
though they tic {the conflict) with the
Unlted States, they showed no anl-
mosity towards me,

Which is what Ludwick wanted to
achieve on his visit there. His maln
task was to show that not everyone
In the Unlted States wants to cause
upheaval in Nlcaragua, .

HE ALSO MET with the members
of Catholle Church hicrarchy in
Managua and the banned newspaper,
La Prenza, which opposes the San-
dinista government.

The people In the street, he sald,
provided thelr own view of the situa.
tion, They told him they are appalled
by the U.S. Intervention.

Ludwick had ample opportunity to
sample general public opinlon. For a
week, he stayed with a Baptist min-
Ister 25 miles from from the Hondu-
ran border where the conflict is
most Intense.

“A lot of the parishoners have had
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problems with the contras,” he sald.
“One had her sons kidnapped and
killed. One had ber alster kidnapped
and haven't seen her zince.”

QUILALI, THE town he stayed In,
was attacked threo weeks ago by the

contras.

Ludwick also spent some time at a
rescttiement camp, which later was
the scenc of a mortar attack. Four
children were killed and 34 people
were injured in the attack.

‘The experience, he sald, hasa’t
made him a supporter of the San-
dinlstas. If anything, however, it has
turned him more agalnst the con-
tras.

More than anything, though, he
supports the end to the conflict. The

, problems, he belleves, aren't as casy

10 solve as some people might think.

“A lot of people think It's a simple”
sltvatlon (communlsm versus do-
mocracy),” he sald. *“It's more com-
plicated than that.”
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