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By Susan Steinmusliar
stoff writer

QUR THIRD-GRADER'S
school lost power and
heat In the middle of a
sub-zero winter day,

‘The prinelpal made the declsion
to close the building at noon and
send home the students, many of
them members of the latchkey gen-
cration.

You're at work when you hear
the news a couple of hours later,
Do you know where your child is?

You should, according to arca
schoo) districts. Many suburban
districts (Birmingham, Troy,
- Farmington, West Bloomfleld, Ro-
chester and Southfleld were con-
tacted) require that each child file
with them a list of three emergen-
cy numbers.

In the event of an early closing,
they wlll try to contact you or a
responsible adult on that list to
take care f the child,

Schools also expect parenis to
have briefed thelr children In ad-
vance on what to do In the event of
early dismissal.

The Birmingham district, for ex-
ample, has a pollcy that states, “It
Is imperatlve that all parents dis.
cuss thoraughty wlth their children
the possibllity of an early dismissal
and make certain they know where
to go when parents ar¢ not at
home.”

Sald Michact LaBay, assistant

- Latchkey

Telephone calls warn parents of early closings
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out parents' reponsibilities in case
of school closing for inclement
weather: “In the event that no one
i home, parenis should rgnke ar-

of y edu-
catlon in Birmlingham, “It reaily is
the parents’ 1o tell

w! to
recelve the young children on such
\ons."

them the priorities, whether that Is
. 1o go to a nelghbor’s house, or, if It
+ isan older chlld, to have a key."

The Rochester district also puts
the onus on parents to tell children
what to do.

“Chlidren are supposed to be ed-
| ucated at home In terms of what to
. do If there isn't anyone there, such
as go o Mrs, Smith's for a key, or
go to Mrs. Smith's and stay,”" sald
Diane Iras, school communications
. consultant.

The 1986 school calendar spells

SCHOOL DISTRICTS use a “fan-
out" telephone-calllng system in
the event of carly closings, In
which parent volunteers are called
and asked to notlfy other parents.

“We can call everyone from kin-
dergarten through grade clght
withln hal{-an-hour from the time
we close” according lo Larry
Thomas, West Elo‘omnuld assistant

d of

Distrlet, every home through fifth
grade Is called, with middle school
chlldren being in a “borderline”
group where homes may also be
called, according to Ken Slver,
public Information director,

“With middle school and high
school students, it's not a problem.
They have a key to the home . . .
the  wherewlthal (to look after
themselves).”

However, some school officials
paint out that the system [s not al-
ways foolproof.

LaBay noted that telephones can
goout.

And Lyon Nutter, assistant su-

that we can make a mistake."

Two years ugo, the Farmington
district” closed Wood Creck Ele-
mentary at 11:45 am., after the
school was plunged Into darkness
by a power fallure.

Parents complained that some
students were sent home without
parents being notifled, despite the
use of the “fan out” system — a
plan that was hampered when the
school's telephone became unable
10 recelve incoming calls.

It was suggested by onc parent
that children whose parents
couldn't be notifled should have

services.
Most schools only call through
middle schood. In the Southfield

per a op-

eration for the Farmington School

Distrlet, sald, “Even with all the

offorts, there i3 always a chance
.

becn kept on the school grounds — -
ornot.

GENERALLY, however, schoals
will not send clementary-age chil-

Many suburban school districts require that cach child file with them a list of three emergency numbers.

dren home until parents have been
notified.

James Doyle, Troy asslstant su-
perintcndent, sald, "We just do not
send elementary children out un-
less someone Is there.”

He said that In an extreme case,
“We might know enough parents In
that particular block (of the child's
home) that we could call if nec-
cesary to make sure that the child
Is with a responsible person that
we trust.”

In the Southficld district, said
Siver, "If we determined it was
sale to dismiss the chlldren, we
would dismiss them, but only If we
knew that there was a safe place
{or them to go. We woulda't send &
child home to a locked door or any

that kind of thing."*

1f no one on the emergency pum-
ber list could be found, he sald,
*“The child would stay at school, We

would keep them here until we find - 1

somcbody."

“0f course you're deallng here
with neighbors . . . the ts
know each other, so it's easler to
keep track of these types of
things."

Principals and teachers often- °f.

take a chlld home, or stay with the

child if they know he or she has |
nowhere 10 g0, adminlstrators sald.

At Acadla Montessori School in

Rochester, a private school for pre- .
school through elementary age .

children, the same system of par-
ent notiflcation for early dlsmiss-
als [s used,

, .
But, because there are no buses

at the school, it ‘Is casy to keep

track of children who are not °|.

picked up by parents or neighbors,
sald Marlene McCormick, adminis-
trator, who sald the staff would
take care of a child untf! the parent
could plck the ehlld up.

“In the last six years, we have
only had to close school early
once,” she said, when there was a
heavy snowfall.

EARLY SCHOOL closings are
rare, school officials claim. One
reason is that In cases such as
weather emergencies, there 1S
cnough advance warning that
schools do not open at all.

And, even in the event of a power
outage, schools wlll try to remain
open unless, as stated in the Blr-
mingham policy, “conditions devel-
op that are detrimental to the
health and safety of students.”

“{ think in the last flve years,
maybe it's happened twice where
there were carly dismlssals,” said
Southlield’s Siver, In Birmingham,
LaBay said, only two clementary
schools have had to close early in
the last four years.

When there was & pawer outage
at Quarton Elementary recently,
the school stayed open. “It was
kind of cosy,” he sald. "In winter,
it’s a ditferent story.”
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Taking shape

Little Caesar eyes new offices

By Joanno Mallezows
staff writer

the proposed headquarters will be
off 12 Mlle. Archltects are Kenneth

Plans are rolllng along for Little
Caesar’s proposed headquarlers on
12 Mile and Drake.

Farmington Hllls planning com-
missioners approved the «plzza
chaln's site plan Oct. 16 for the first
of three major offlce buildings on
the almost 39 acres on the southwest
corner of Drake and 12 Mile, Farm-
inglon Hills Planner Ed Gardiner

salfd.
Following a scheduled ground-
v,

and Robert Greager of
Southileld.

Little Cacsar's, owned by Mike Il-
itch of Detroit Red Wings fame, pur-
chased the acreage on the Farming-
ton Hiils' ofilce carridor from the
Farmington Publlc Schools last De-
cember for more than §3 miitlon in
cash.

THE COMPANY has received ap-
proximately $8.2 million in tax-ex-
<empt bonds through the Farmington
Hills Corpo-

breaking . B, pany
offictals wlll release artlst's render.
ings ond ather detalls of the pro-
posed headquarters, Including plans
for two mare bulldings to be bullt
later, said Little Caesar's Sue Sher-
bow, assistant director of corporate
communlcatlons. Company officlals
will not release cost cstimates for
the project.

“We don't even have those plans
on the drawing board yet, Sherbow
said about the two additlonal build-
ings that, when complete, wlii pro-
vide an cstimated 200,000 to 250,000
square fect on the site.

Prellminary work, such as laylng
foundations, will begin in mid-No-
yember on the first three-story,
125,000-square-foot bullding, “It's
golng to have the feel of a Cranbrook
{(Educational Community on Laone
Plnc tn Bloomfield Hills) but it will
be adapted to a modern office bulld-
ing." Sherbow said.

COMPANY OFFICIALS must still
obtain slte engineering and building
plan approvals before any work can
begin, Gardiner sald. .

In addition to slic plan approval,
Little Caesar's officials requested an
ordlnance amendment to permit &
taller and wider cupola and taller
skylights-than permitted In the off-
jec-rescarch district on the 12 Mile/
Drake corner. The skylight, from Its
midpoint to top, is six feet taller
than the maximum 40-foot helght
limit, Gardiner sald.

Planning commissioners agreed to
study the request.

“They (planning commissloners)
just took the skylight and cupola off
the approved (sltc) plan,” Gardiner
sald,

The bulldings will be situated In a
way that makes the best aesthetle
use of the land, which Includes at

L . “least one pond, The main entrance to

ratlon.

The EDC is o municipal corpora-
tion that provides a mechanism that
allows a bond purchaser to enjoy tax
exemption on Intercst earned in ex-
change for issulng a more-favorable
lending rate to the developer.

When the first building is com-
plete, enough room should be provid-

Mothers

ed for the company’s more than 350
employces, Corporate Viee Presi-
dent Charles Jones said late last
year.

In 1980, Little Cacsar’s moved Into
67,000 square feet of rented space at
10 Mile and Haggerty, with officlals
assuming the space was adequate to
accommodate any growth.

But withln the last 4% years, the
company has cutgrown the two'adja-
cent buildings in Tenerty Park, on
the city's western edge. Little Cac-
sar's has more than 700 plzza stores
in 38 states plus two In the United
Kingdom.

Yet the business explosivn s bul
been restrlcted to pizzas. The com-
pany also manufactures pizza pro-
ducilon equlpment and is In the
wholesale food and distribution busl-
ness. The plzza stores, for example,
are designed by stafff architects and
Aes|gners,

March:

not just for moms

Mothers may get top billing but
{athers do it, too. So do grandparents
and single {olks and teen-agers. They
all partcipate In the Mothers March
agalnst birth defects to help the
March of Dimes.

Marchers won't be hitting the
streets untll January but recruiting
1s golng on now. It takes a lot of pee-

duclng healthy bables is left at every
home in the march.

Because of thousands of Mothers
March volunteers in southeast Mich-
jgan the March of Dimes is able to
reach a wide audience on a person-
to-person basls,

In southeast Michigan, the March
of Dimes lends financlal support to

§ llke the Pontlac

ple to cover and
;:h'; March of Dimes is hoping you'll
clp.

Marchers are asked to go door to
door in thelr own neighborhood. It
takes just about an hour Lo cover the
10 to 12 houses you'll be assigned.
All'marchers are given a kit contaln-
ing instructions, identification and
March of Dimes publlc health infor-
mation.

As a marcher, you not only help
raise vital research funds for the
March of Dimes, you also carry an
important health message {o your
fricnds and nelghbors.

LITERATURE ON good prenalal
care and the part It plays in pro-

org
Health Care Center, the Corner
Health Center In Ypsilantl and the
Young Adult Clinle at Henry Ford
Hospltal.

The March of Dimes promotes
prenatal care In individual commun-
itles and s also working to combat
teenage pregnancy In a variety of
ways, Including a_recent series of
teen conferences held In the Port
Huron area.

It takes so liftte time and reaches
so0 many people. Become an actlve
part of the {ight against birth de-
fects. Join the Mothers March. To
volunteer your time, call Betty
Gehringer in Wayne, Oakiand and
Macomb Counties, 423-3200.

Value Plus Farah belted slacks, 19. 99

FOR OUR EVERYDAY
LOW PRICES. WE'lL
NEVER PUT THESE
ITEMS ON SALE FOR
LESS. BUT VALUE PLUS
STANDS FOR MORE
THAN LOW PRICE. . .

REPRESENTS THE 00D

STYLING YOU EXPECT
FROM US.

Farah belled slacks of 100%
Datron™ polyester give you @

hassles. They're machine
washable and wrinkle and stain
resistant, toa. And they're a low
Velue Plus 19.99, Available in
brown, navy, black, grey.

Made in USA. and Imported.
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Men's Slacks, all stores.
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