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Falcons rule WLAA!

By Blll Parkor
stall weiter

Second of two parts.

HE JUNIOR COLLEGE
athlete Is branded. The
best JC athletes aren't
smart enough: the smart-

est JC athletes aren't good enough.

So what Is John Gelmis| dolng at
Schooleraft College? Wasn't he
smart enough to go to a four-year
college after graduating from
Livonla Stevenson? His 3.1 grade
point and high scores on entrance
exams suggest he was.

So wasn't he good enough? All-
state in soceer, he narrowly missed
all-America honors, He was named
to the prep all-Midwest team.

So what's Gelmisl doing at a JC?

“Some (college soccer) programs
automatically won't play freshmen
or sophomores,” he explalned. “I
thought, coming here, 1 would
Jearn more by playlng than by sit-
ting on the benech.”

GELMIS] WANTED to play

soceer, not waich It. At Michigan
State University, he was told he
would watch from the sidelines hls
freshman season. Plus there was
money 10 consider. Full-ride soccer
scholarships are rare; MSU has just
one, which is split ameng several
plagers.
Gelmisi chose to attend and play
soceer at SC while Jiving at home.
He also has warked and was able to
save money for next year, when he
plans to enroll at MSU to pursue a
business degree.

“1 had my fun; I played soccer
and saved some money,” said Gel-

misi.

Gelmisl's cholce was based in
logie. He had decislons to make. He
sorted through them and made the
one he felt would be best. At pres-
ent, Gelmlst Isn't even sure he'll
play soccer at MSU.

CARLOS BRIGGS had no such
deelsions to make. Briggs came out
of Detroit Benedictine with a
grade-point average a hit too low
(1.95) to carn him a major college
scholarship. So Briggs enrolled at
SC and became the school's best
basketball player.

“It helped me a whole Jot," said
Briggs, who spent a less favorable

rial

JUCO athletes battle
unjust negative image

two-year stint at Baylor University
after his two years at SC. “I think
sports in a JC helps guys. It helped
me mature, to get used to a college
atmosphere and get my goals to-
gether, to find out what I want,”

Brlggs was the top NJCAA
scorer durlng his stay at SC. He
went on to enjoy a productive jun-
lor year at Baylor before running
afout of a new coach and getting
caught up in recruiting scandals as
a senlor.

Still, he was drafted In the fourth
round by the NBA's San Antenio
Spurs. He did not make the team,
50 he will play In the Continental
Basketball Assoclatlon this year,

"I HAD some {friends go off to
four-year schools and they didn't
do too well, clther playing or in
school,” said Briggs. “It's a lot of
responsibillty for a guy coming
right out of high school.”

But golng to a JC did more for
Briggs than just atlow him to get
his grades In order, He was reeruit-
ed by several schools for basket-
ball when he graduated from high
schoo), “but not by as many as
when I came out of Schoolcraft.”

Still, Briggs faced the same prej-
udice other JC athletes are con-
fronted with, “Some guys look
down at a guy for going to a JC
instead of a four-year school,” he
sald. “It"'s hard for kids to accept
that, coming out of high school.

“But kids shouldn't be influcnced
by friends. I'd tell them there's
nothing wrong with going toa JC.”

Briggs' athletle carcer  blos-
somed at SC. Academlcally, ke's 17
hours shert of a degree In commu-
nications. He plans to attend sum-
mer classes at Baylor to finish up.

EXAMPLES LIKE Gelmlisi and
Briggs make JC athletes look ap-
pealing. What else could a four-
year coach ask for? An athlete with
two years of cotlege playlng expe-
rience and enough time to adjust to
college academics scems ideal.

And yet, most coaches still
would rather recruit freshmer.
They view JC players as stop-gap
or emergency measures who can

It's offleial,

What everyone spcculated
throughout the high school cross
country season was verificd Tucsday
afternoon at Walled Lakes” Willls
Park.

Farmington’s boys and girls cross
country teams are the best in the

Western Lakes Activities Assocla-
tlon.

It was the sccond year In a row
that Farminglon Hlgh School won
both ends of the WLAA cross country
meet.

The Falcon boys took top honors
with 40 polnts followed by Walled
Lake Central wlth 67, Northville
with 94, Walled Lake Western with
121, and Plymouth Canton with 146.
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Bonnie Stecker was the first Farmington girl to cross the tinlsh
line Tuesday. Her time of 20:58 was third overall, helping the
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F win the title for the second straight year.

brace for WLAA showdown

By Chrls McCosky
staff wrltar

There’s a bt more at stake Satur-
day than the mythical Farminglon
city footbali championshlp. Heck,

. this is even more impaortant than the
* famed Taco Bowl title that was re-

vived last scason, This Is immense.

And the best part fs, we'll do it all
over again a week from Saturday.

The mournful groan you just
heard came from the two coaching
stafs.

Here's what's on the line Saturdax
when North Farmington hooks up
with rival Farmington Harrison:

® The Western Lakes Activities
Association champlonship. Harrison,
for the fifth stralght year, is the
champlon of the Western Division,
North shared the Lakes Dlvislon title
with Livonla Stevenson and West.
land John Glenn but carned the right
to play Saturday because of ils edge
In state playoff polnts.

@ A berth In the state playoffs.
For Norih to make it [nto the Class A
state tournament, it cannot lose to
Class B Harrison. Not this Saturday,
nor the followlng Saturday when the
teams play thelr regularly scheduled
non-league finale. Even If North
wins both games, a playoff berth
Isn't guaranteed. A 14-8 loss to Livo-
nia Stevenson continues to keep the
Raiders on (he fringe of the playot!

. .. pleture. Harrison, on the other hand,

could elinch a playoff spot with a
pair of wins.

® Civle pride: These two schools
enfoy proud and successful football
traditions.. Countlgss . debates have
been waged at Farmington-arca wa-
tering holes and cateries — many
between the players at the Taco Bell
restaurant on Orchard Lake Road —
over which is the better team. From
1981 to 1985, talk was all there was
because the two teams dldn't play
. ~

1986 RECAP
The following are the paths taken
by North Farmington end Farming-
ton Harrison to Saturday's Weosiern
Lakes Champlonship game.

WEEK 1
Horth 21, Southeid-Lathup 7
West Bloomtield 28, Harrison 27

WEEK 2
HNorth 7, Watled Lake Westery 6
Hasirson 20, Farmington

WEEK 3
Uivoala Stavenson 14, North @
Harrison 14, Livonla Frankte 7

WEEK 4
North 9, John Glean 7
Hatiisen 12, Norttnitie 3

EK S
Nonh 20, Weod Lake Central 17
Rarrson 21, Livonla Churchil 7

WEEK 8
Norih 22, Pymouth Baloen 14
Hartson 7, Plymouth Canton O

WEEK 7

Horih 24, Fasmington 0
Hartison 38, Wakod Lake Westom 3

WEEK 8
Hortn (6-4) 81 Haraon (B-1). 1 pm. Batur-
Y.

cach other, But from 197 to 1981
the issuc was settled on the gridiron.
Harrlson won six games 1o Norih's
five.
Last year, (he tcams rencwed the
scrles and Harrlson won bragging
rights 219,

AND HOW ahout a touch of irony:
Harrison head coach John Herrlng-
ton coached under former North
boss Ron Holland. North head coach
Jim O'Leary and Herrington used to
coach together. North asslstant
coach Iry Horwliz coached with
Herrington, Another North assistant,

Dave Thorne, was a standout player
for Herrington at Harrison. Still an-
other North assistant, Mark Bab-
cock, teaches and coaches track at
Harrlson.

Saturday's game will he as emo-
tlon-packed as an Italian opera,

H fact, onc of the coaches'
toughest assignments this week will
be keeplng the emotions from over-
whelming their players,

“They way we're looking at it, we
are representing the Lakes Division
and they are representing the West-
ern. It's o big game becavse the
championship 1s at stake. We're
trying not to overemphasize this be-
cause we don't want them overly
keyed-up,” O'Leary said,

Said Herrington: “We're not talk-
ing about the state playaffs, Sure, It's
In the back of our minds, but the
league champlonship has been our
primary goal all season. Somebody
asked me if we would hold some-
thing back from this game and save
it for the second game. That's ridleu-
lous, You go all out for the league
champlonshtp, then you go back and
glve what you have left the next
time out.”

North has been ranked ahcad of
Harrison all scason, but the team's
are evenly matched, Both have po-
tent offensive weapons and stingy
defenses.

Norih's tep gun Is potentlal all-
state running back Scatt Selzer.
Selzer has gained 1,061 yards thls
scason. That's just 15 short of Brad
Pease’s 1972 North single-season
rushing mark. He's caslly the most
dangerous back in Observerland this
season. .

BUT HARRISON lsa't preparing
for a one-dimensional attack.
“It would be a big mistake to de-
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The girts capturcd the title with 48
points Tollowed by Walted Lake Cen-
tral with 66, Plymouth Salem with
110, Livonia Stevenson with 144 and
North Farmington with 151,

The smooth running of Farming-
ton's Chrls Inch astounded many of
the competltors. Gllding through the
tough, hilly course at what appearcd
to be an cffortless pace, Inch won
the boys race selling a new course
record of 16;28. Walled Lake West-
ern’s Kyle Chura set the previous
record of 16:41 In 1983,

“INCH WAS incredible. He
breezed through the course,” said a
Western hatrler after the race was
over, “It was more like he floated
through It,” replied another,

* Farmington’s No. 3 man Brandon
London surprised race officials by
finishing second overall at 16:50. Al
Stebbins, who recently returned
frem an injury, placed 10th for the
Falcons at 17:22 followed by Ron
Smedley, 13th at 17:29, and Matt
Walter, 14th at 17:35,

“I'm very happy o have won,”
sald Inch. “It was a tough, tough
course. My tlme wasn't all that
great, but for this course It will do.
The hills were really tough. They
just klled you. At about 2% mlles
Into the race, there was a real steep
down hlll and I got gelng pretty fast.
1 started to get tired but I got my
wind back ncar the end and was able
toplck it up.™

It was the third league title in as
many years for the Falcon boys,
which pleased coach Jerry Young.

“WE DID WHAT we were sup-
posed to do. We won it,” said Young,
“It doesn't always work out that
way, but this time it dld. The kids
are really coming along. They all did
real well, Brandon (London) did a
super job. We were hoplag he'd fin-
Ish seventh or clghth, And Chrls just
drilled them. He broke the course
record by 13 seconds.

“Stebbins, London, Smedley and
Waiters are the ones that really car-
ry the team. Inch is always in there.
He's dependable. It's the other kids
that decide where we finish as a
team.”

In the girls competltion, a strong
flnish by Bonnic Stecker, third at
20:58, and Jennlfer Kell, fourth at
21:00, enabled the Jady Falcons to
run away with the winners trophy.

LIVONIA CHURCHILL'S Karcn
Kantor won the race with a time of
20:38, followed by Walled Lake Cen-
tral’s Colleen Yuhn at 20:53. Farm-
Ington's Nicole Jelley placed seventh

Ccross
couniry

WEBTERN LAKES
CROSS COUNTRY MEET
Tuosdsy 81 Willls Park
BOYS TEAM RESULTA: 1. Formington,
40 ponis; 2. Walled Lake Cadiral, 67; 3.
Notihvilo, 94; 4, Wallod Lake Wostern, 121;
6. Ptymouth Canlon, 146; 8. Lhonie 5t

Gloan, 234; 11. Livonla Churchit,
Horth Farmington, 312,

BOYS INDIVIDUAL RESULYS: 1, Cluis
Inch (Fasm), 16:28 — fiew courss rocord.
Oid mark was 18:41 sat In 1983 by Kyle
Chuin of Walked Lako Westorrs, 2. Beandon
Londoa (Farm), 10:50, 3. Jobn Felabla
(N), 16:54; 4. Kovin Haas (N}, 16:55; 5.
Oilan Gosso (ALW), 18:56; 6. DA Alwet
C).

3
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Jooes (PS).
Smediey (Farm), 17:28; 14, Mait Walter
gg‘,'n), 17:25; 15, MXo Jorean (WLC).

a7:27,

QIALS TEAM RESULTS: 3, Farmington,
40; 2. Watied Lake Conlral, 66; 3. Pymouth
Salem, 110; 4, Uvonla Stovenson, 144 5.
Norin Fatmingion, 151; 8, Livonia Franki,
162: 7. Pymouth Canton, 189, 8. Livonis
U, 172 9. Woalland Joho Gienn,
0, Watied taks Westesn, 200; ).
Famington Harrison, 269; 12. Horttwido,
Inot sk

GIRLS INDIVIDUAL RESULTS: 1. Karen
Kantor (LC), 20:39; 2, Colown Y
(¥LC}, 2053, 2, Donnla Sinckor {Farm},
20:58; &, Jannilor Kiol (Fasm}, 23:00; 5. Ak
ico Jawoll (NF), 21:0% C. Lowio Floto
(WLW), 2113, 7, Nicole Jatey (Form),
21:14; 8. Karen Kuphal (LS}, 24:20; D,

21:22; 10, Shanaon

Chur
243;

{WLEC), 21:31; 13,
216, 14, Pavine EXiidge (WIG!
16. ity Speasard (PC). 21:45.

al 21:14 and teammate Amy Trunk
finlshed 13th at 21:36,

“We're extremely happy,” said
Farmington glrls coach John Bar-
rett, “We really don’t have any frent-
runners. We usually finish In a pack.
We worked together as a team all
year. We have a great sense of team
attitude.

“We ran here last week and knew
the hills would be our biggest obsta-
cle. We dld hills all week in practice
and i really paid off. We caught peo-
ple and made up some time on the
hills.”

Both teams will compete in the
class A regional tournament Satur-
day afternoon in Ann Arbor.
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if your Mercedes-Benz
isn't from Estate Motors,
We Both lose!

Michigan’s Largest Mercedes-Benz Dealer

Esitate Moiors

464 S, Woodward Avenue
Birmingham, Michlgan 48011

(313) 644-8400

Open Mon. &
Thurs, 'tll 8 p.m,




