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A Cruiser's diary from the
Starship Royule:

1t Is noan on Tuesday and we are
pulling into the cruise docks at Nas-
sau, Bahamas. The crulse ships Em-
erald Sea, Sunward Two and Mardl
Gras are all here, thelr high-mast
lines rising above the carved roof-
tops of the lown.

The most visible ship at Prince
George's Wharf, however, Is the

bright red Starship Oceanic, bigger

sister ship 1o the Starshlp Royale,
which is our home for this four-day
trip. The tugboat nudging the Royale
closer und closer to the dock Is ap-
propriately called “Grouper,” the
fish eaten on all 700 of these Baham-
ian Islands and most Islands of the
Caribbean.

The Oceanle and the Royale are
the two cruise ships of Premier
Cruise Lines, founded by two former
executlves of Norwegltan Carlbbean
Lincs during the slump of the carly
1980's and now a subsidlary of the
Greyhound  Corporation. Premier
doesn’t offur any exotic itinerarles,
Jjust three and four day crulses every
weck from Port Canaveral, Fla, to
Nassau and back. Both ships follow
Identical itineraries.

The four-day cruise starts Monday
afiernoon. The ships sall overnight
to Nassau, inctude a day at play on
Salt Cay, spend one full day at sea
and return to Port Canaveral Friday
morning. The three-day cruise
Teaves Friday on the same itlnerary,
skips the day at sea, and Is home
Monday morning.

Prenier s the officlal cruise lne
of Walt Disney World, so Minnie
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Mouse and her friends also are
aboard. To understand what that
means to a cruise line, conslder
these numbers — 2.5 miillon people
a year take cruises out of Amerlcan
ports; 13 milllon people a year go to
Walt Disney World.

This connectlon certalnly provides
one of the best deals in the crulse
market for those who are the right
customers for Premicr, especlally
famllies, The price of the four-day
crulse, which starts at $495 a person
double occupancy, lncludes three
days at Walt Disney World, three
days hotel accommodation in Otlan-
do, and a rental car for the week.

‘This means you can fly to Orlando
{the cruise line offers round (rip
flights from Detrolt for $195 but you
might do better) plck up a car, go to
Walt Dlsney World for three days,
drive to the ship, park there for un-
der $10 and drlve back to the Orlan-
do airport after the ship docks. If
you buy thls package before Dec. 19,
you can add two free nights In an
oceanfront hotel and keep the car for
10 days,

1 notlced that Carnival Cruise
Lincs also offers a cruise and three
days at Walt Disney World for a very
tow price, so check It out.
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(Top)Passengers ride to ahore for a day in the sun as the Roy-
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ala tin anchored off the Bahama island of Salt Cay. (Bottom) If
you want 1o spend a day on an uninhabited Bahama laland, it's
on the agenda for Premier Cruise ship pasaengers
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even hetter about our price. Because
we give you all the luxuries of an exclu-
sive spa vacation without the high price
of one. For more information and
reservations call 1-800-SPA-SLIM.
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These rock-bottom prices get you
the least expensive room, which
might be a room on a lower deck,
with two single beds and pull-
outupper bunks for another two peo-
ple; It might also be a small cabin
with a queen-sized bed on a higher
deck, About $650-700 wiil get you a
better cabin; prices go as high as
$995 in scasen for a sulte with a sun-
deck.

By 1;30 p.m. we are all on Salt
Cay, We have finlshed eating ham-
burgers and hot dogs, corn on the cob
and salad at the beach barbecue and
we are elther relaxing in hammocks
under the shade of palm trees or slz-
2ling on the beach, The two red ships
are a constant backdrop to the emer-
ald seca, snorkelers, sunbathers and
the volleyball players.

Occaslonally a voice booms
through the loudspeaker. “Crab rae-
ing |s about to begln. Comc on down
to the dock and watch.”

Thursday. It's noon on our last day
afloat and the band is playlng on the
back deck while we cat lunch in the
hot sun under the canopy. Lunch is
served in the air conditloned dining
room but there are always a lot of
people who prefer lighter fare on
deck.

Making good cruise decisions

Here are some tips on how {o
make good crulsing declsions.

Pick the right ship by comparing
various crulse lines for itlnerary,
price and erulsing style. Whether
you want a very casual or a very so-
phistlcated style may depend on how
much you like to dress up for dinner,

Your travel agent can advlse you,
but first check the speclal cruise ad-
vertlsement sections in the Qetober
1986 Issues of bothATravcl & Lelsure

1. Holil i

This [s our one full day at sea, so
the casinos and shops are open early,
and a lot of shipboard activitles are
listed on the daily newsletter slipped
under our cabln doars, There Is shul-
ficboard on the Brldge Deck,  chll-
dren's de in tl

Wednesday night and the masquer-
ade Thursday nlght.

You also can attend regular mov-
ies, dance or dlsco, sing at the plano
bar, and otherwlse amuse yoursel!
aboard.

, you flnd yourself at the

he

and an adult masquerade at night.

There s entertainment cvery
night. The maln dianer scating starts
at 6, the late seating at 8:15, s0 a
show In Club Unlverse follows each
seatlng. On our crulse It was Ralph
and Valerle Marino on Monday
nlght, none on Tuesday because of
the Nassau shows, Little Anthony

y
final gala dlnner, The waiters have
finlshed singlng “Ametica the Beau-
tiful,* flaming baked Alaskas In
hand, and now there Is pandemonl-
um: balloons bursting, applause,
horns blowing. It all sounds easy
cnough until you remember than the
waltets are ‘from the Phlllpplnes,
Mexlco, Honduras etc. and none of
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ing cabins, p

ngers

generally find the prices are higher as
the deck gets higher.

lcast expensive rooms are bigger
than on the Royale.

1 personally would pick the Ocean-
le because it's bigger, nleer, has bet-

and y

which briefly describe the various
erulse lines. I also recommend Ethel
Blum's cruisc guide book, “Total
Traveler by Ship,” available'in your
library or bookstore.

If you pick Premier Crulse Lines,
you can choose between two differ-
ent ships following the same ltiner-
ary at the same prices.

The Royale was a cruise ship of
Costa Cruises until it was refurb-
Ished and put Into service by Pre-
mler three years ago. It is a 21,000~
ton shlp, 606 feet long with a total
passenger capacity of 1,100 on cight
decks. The double occupancy capaci-
ty [s 832; that's a better measure be-
cause that means two people per
Enbln, and a ship scldom {ills every

unk. .

THE OCEANIC was the old
Frederleo C of Home Linds. It was
refurbished and Introduced by Pre-
miler in April, 1986, The Oceanic is
twlce the size of the Royale: 40,000
tons, 774 fect long, with a tota) pas-
senger capleily of 1,500 and a double
occupancy capacity of 1,100.

‘Twice the slze, but not Lwice the
number of passengers, which means
the publie rooms are blgger. Cabins
are only stightly larger, although the

ter pool facilitles and
may have better nightly entertaln.
ment. The Royale featured Little
Anthony ont night; the Oceanlc had
the Fifth Dimenslon. On the other
hand, some people prefer the [ntima-
cy of the Royale.

CARIN CHOICE: Prices generally
are higher as ihe deck gets higher.
We were in P51 on Promenade deck,
which had two narrow single beds
against opposlte walls, a three-foot-
wide passage between and another
four-foot-wlde passage leading to the
closets and bathroom.

That was C Class, porthole to pro-
menade deck, and costs $695 on the
supervalue season package I de-
serlbed; $795 off season and §835 in
season. Your travel agent will give
you a booklet contatning all that

Info,

They refurbish some cablns each
year, and newer ones have queen-
slzed beds. The $495 cabins are in-
slde, no porthale, usvally on ltower
decks, although P37 and P38 on my
deck were small cabins with queen
beds, a three-foot wide passage, the
usual bathroom and a bunk that pulls
down If you bring another person.
Some people reason that all they do
Is sleep In the cabln anyway; all the
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7 DAY ROYAL CARRIBBEAN CRUISE

Selected Salling Dates
Are you interested in a cruise for FREE? See Us!

other public facilitles, activitles,
meals, cte. are the same for every-
one.

‘These arc not luxury ships, so they
are not luxury cabins, The one low-
est-fare inside cabin 1 saw on the
QOceanle was as large as our cabin,
kad \wo narrow beds against the
walls, the usual bunks that pull down

. — phatos by MICKY JONI
Minnie Mouag heips the captain of the Royale bring the cruise ship into Nassau harbor.

them were brought up to speak Engs
lish.

Minnie Mouse and the other Dis®
ney characters have made thelr way
through the room and we are ready,
to go Into our final course of the day:
Actually, “final’ s not quite the right
word. As soon as we [lnish dinner,
they will set up the midnight buffet
— ‘meats and cheeses, cakes and
pasterics, all beautifully displayed
between carved ice seulpturcs.

And if that isn't enough, you car‘l
always have pizza on the deck under
a full moon. . .

from the wall and more walking
space than we had on the Royale.
Higher-priced rooms were not nects-
sarily much larger on the Oceanic,

THE PREMIER starships are
family ships, so there may be as
many as 400 children on the Oceanle
in season. Your chlldren will be su-
pervised much of the time, but don't
assume that you won't have to care
for them during large blocks of the
day, especially off-season.

Finally, do you pick a threc-or
four day cruise. The four-day at-
tracts famllies and slightly older
passengers.

what to bring. And talk to
AAA travel agents about
departure schedules and
prices, Films, free literature
and refreshments will all be
on hand.

Space is limited.

For reservations, call:

553-3700
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Come to
AAA Travel Agency's

CRUISE
NIGHT

Thursday, November 6
7:00 p.m.

AAA Farminglon Office

33133 W. 12 Mile Rd.

Come join us Thursday evening, Nov. 6, as representatives
from Royal Caribbean, NCL, and American Hawaii Cruises
preview the exotic ports and shoreside excursions in store
for t\he 1987 ocean cruising season.

Learn about cruise accommodations, what to wear, and
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Open Weckdays 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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