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By Bob Sklar
staf writer

19TH-CENTURY Torah
desecrated  during  the
Nazi occupation of Czech-
oslovakla has found a new

home in Farmington Hills.

‘The Holoecaust Memorial Torah
— burned and ripped and missing
several chaplers — was unvelled
on Yom Kippur, Oct. 13, in a glass-
bordered corner of Adat Shalom
Synagogue. It stands as a memorlal
to the 6-million Jews slaughtered
by the Nazis during World War 3{.

“It will serve as a tangible, con-
stant reminder of the Holocaust
and what happened to our people,”
said Rahbi Efry Spectre of the
1,100-famlly synagogue.

‘The rabbi led the dedication pro-
cessiona) for the precious parch-
ment scroll. The cantor and cholr
sang songs wrltien by Jews housed
In World War II concentration
camps and ghettos.

Known as the Day of Atonement,
Yom Kippur is the holiest day on
the Jewish calendar. The day was
chosen for the dedication because
it traditionally draws a large num-
ber of congregants.

In additlon, Spectre said, “part
of the holiday service remembers
the martyrs who gave thelr lives
for Judaism. Another part of it is to
remember the 6-million Jews who
died in the Holocaust.

“So it was an appropriate day.”

EVEN THOUGH .irreparable
damage prevents the lolocaust
Meniorlal Torah from belng used,
It nenetheless will play an active
role at two times of the year:

# On Holocaust Memorial Day,
observed In the spring to com-
memorate the Jews who died at the
hands of the Nazis.

© On Tisha b’Av, a sumnier ob-
servance recalling the destructlon
of Jewish temples in 586 CBE and
70 CE, the cxpulsten of Jews
Spain in 1492, the Holocaust o
World War 11 and the past destruc-
tlon of Jewlsh communitles around
the world.

‘The memorial scroll has special
meanlng for many Adat Shalom
congregants. As Spectre put it:
“We've got members who are sur-
vivors of the Holocaust. We've got
members who are children of sur-
vivors. And we've pol members
who are children of those who were
killed.”

When written in 1890, the Torah
contained the five books of Moses,
which make up the Old Testament.
1t had been part of the Jewish com-
munity in the Czechoslovakian vil-
lage of Kyjov.

Durlng World War II, the Nazis
made it a point to collect Jewish
objects, including Torahs. “They
wanted them for a muscum show-
ing the kinds of ibings they de-
stroyed,” Spectre sald.

Collected ablents were stored In
synagogues, which the Nazis used
as warchouses, Spectre said.

am

‘It will serve as a
tangible, constant
reminder of the
Holocaust and what
happened to our
peopie.’
— Rabbi Efry Specire
Adat Shalom Synagogue

JUST BEFORE Soviet tanks
relied Into Czechoslovakia in 1968,
2,000 damaged Torahs were sal-
vaged, thanks to philanthroplsts
from around the world,

Repair proved painstaking. “A
seribe was used, and the parch
ment had to be matched,” Spectre
sajd.

Sent to Westmlnster Synagogue
in London, the Torahs now are en-
trusted 1o the care of synagogucs
around the world through an appli-
catien process.

The educatlonal value of Adat
Shalom's newest Torah Is Immeas-
ureable. Said Spectre: "It will
serve as a lasting reminder for our
young peaple of the Holocaust. I's
something persenal they can relate
to in a very vivid way."

Artlst Elsa Waehs of Philadel-
phia designed the Torah mante} —
a chiarred and burned prayer shawl
with two cloth arms, bent with
patn, rising to protect the seroll.
Both the arms and the Torah are
tound with Thllin, leather straps
with small boxes contalning scrlp-
tural passages. When worn, they
remind Jews that their thoughts
and actions should be directed to
Gad.

“The soul of the Jew and the To-
rah cannat be parted,” says a bro-
chure detailing the stary of the
Holocaust Memorial Torah,

THE TORAI'S new support, de-
signed and sculpted by Morris
Brose of Detroit, shows a hronze-
planed representation of the Ark of
the Covenanl fragmented and pi-
erced by black steel blades.

On the blue collar of the prayer
shawl are the words * . .. in o
Name of fire out of the midst of a
bush; . .n. and the bush was not
consumed.” The burning bush has
long been a symbol of Isracl.

Jows Jived and worshlped In Ky-
jov at least as carly as 1506. It was
the anly royal city open to Jews.

A royal charter of 1613 pratect-
ed the Kyjov Jews through the cen-
turies until World War II At the
time the Nazis attacked, 300 Jows
lived in Kyjov. In Its heyday of
1860, it had BB4 Jewish resldents.

Sadistic creativity was rampant
among the Nazis. They made

1

rahs as well

“We also have found pleces of To-
rah used te make shoes,” Spectre
sald.

Synagogue welcomes

Rabbi Elry Spoctre, with Adat Shalom Synagogue’s newest Torah. The preclous parchment scroli, although badly dem-

aged, survived the Holocaust of World War I,
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Adaslia Miner, at the dining room table in her Farmington home,
working on her Brallle transcriber.

Helping hand

Retiree is selected Braillist of the Year

By Louise Okrutsky
statt writer

OR 12 years, Adelia Minor, a
relired high school geome-
try teacher, hais voncentrat-

ed on anollier discipline
focused on shape and struclure.

She has lopged 26,000 haurs tran-
seribing and proofreading Braille,
Yooking for mistakes on pages of
raiscd dats designed to be deci-
phered by tonch.

Because of her dedication i tran-
scribing 26,000 pa of Braille and
proofreading another 120,000 pages,
Minor, 79, was honored as Braitlist
of the Ye:

The second annual  ceremony,
sponsared by Volunteers Eelping Al
to Read in Michigan, took place in
the Farmington Community Library,
which houses the regional library for
the blind. The Farmington re nl
was nominated by Nardin Park
Braille Transcribers,

"I'm aot a person who likes to go
out 1o cat. I don't belong te any
bridge clubs," Minor sali.

When she retired {rom leaching
grometry at Redford Union High
Schood in 1972, she realized she
wauld need 10 become involved in an
outslde nactivity. *1 wanted some-
(hing that occupled my mind, You

‘t wanted something
that occupied my
mind. You have to have
a good mind for this. It
isn’t an easy thing.’
— Adelia Minor
Farmington

have 10
st

¢ a good mind lor this, 1t
hing.”

AS A reticement occupatlon, it
seems particularly suited 1o Minor's
abilities. The demands of transcrib-
ing and proofreading call Into play a
meticnlousness loward delall and re-
cordkeepimg  cultivated  during 40
years of teaching high school Latin
and geometry.

A specialist in transeribing text-
hooks, Minor keeps a record of cach
text she has handled in a red card-
board binder. Carefully written on
looseleaf paper is the title of each
houk she has cither transcribed or
proofread. 1 she bas proofread the
lext, the name of the transeriber ap.
peirs next Lo the title, “I'm more In-
terested (n textbaoks, having been a
teacher,” she said.

Usually, scveral transeribers

share the typing for the same book,
Minor's current project, transcribing
a Gregg typing book into Braille, Is a
solo effort, The project poses chal-
lenges because the Look's practlee
picces are tallied according to the
number of syllables per line.

For the sighted typist, the pum-
bers are printed above the appropri-
ate syllable. Minor is placing them
at the cnd of the words in
parentheses. Since these modifica-

the book must be consistent,
s Lyping it herself,
student, Minor skipped typing
'm not much of a typist.,” she
E Tt (hat hasy't hindered her
from becoming a prolific tran-
seriber.

She completed the Brallle class
sponsored by the Sistertiood of Tem-
ple Beth El and received a proficien-
¢y certlficate from the Library of
Congress in 1974. In 1979, she carned
a proofreader’s certificate through
the Library of Congress proofread-
ing correspondence course.

MOST OF her work Is done at the
dining reom table, where her six-key
Brallle typewriter Is positloned next
1o a window affording a view of a
goarled tree in the back yard. She
Tas a second work area set up near
the living room wlndow and lis view

of a tree In her front yard, "I have
the whole house covered with
Brallle," she said.

She's fastidious about her work
and the transcriptions people deliver
to her door 10 be proofread, "I don't
think a week goes by that T don't get
two-hree packages Sometimes. 1
get five or six.”

Demand for textbooks follaws the
vaurse of the school ¥ reaching
its peak in the fall and slacking oft in
the spring and sunmer.

Transcriptions submitted to her
for proofreading, with many hasty
smistakes, Irk her, “Sometimes, 1 feel
like 1'm stild teaching,” she sail,

Corrections for cach volume arc
Msled according 1o page, dine and
word on a separaie sheet of paper.
When the volumes are relurned to
ihe transcriber, the mistakes are
corrected with a Braille eraser, an
instrument that could pass on first
glance for a felt-tipped pen.

CORRECTIONS ARE punched in
by hand with the aid of a slate, a ree-
tangular metal piece with four slott-
od rows of dots to guide the braillist.

With each new page, Minor looks
over the patterns of dots, scanning
{or mistakes. She has a respect for
people whe can read Brallle by
touch. “I can't understand how they
candoit.”"




