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Oakland vs. Detroit — Alexander dumped

By YIm Richard
statf writer

RJ. Alexander, retired govern-
mental consultant from Blrming.
ham, was phitosophlcal after Oak-
land County forces succeeded in
dumping him from the board of
SEMTA, the seven-county transit au-
thorlty.

I don't 'vote with Detrolt.” I vote
my consclence after studying is-
sues,” Alexander said in reply to
crltics from his own county.

“1 was thlnkln

my mind, The hell with them,” he
sald after his loss,

The battle also rcopened old
wounds about how SEMTA directors
are plcked (see other story),

THE BATTLEGROUND was
SEMCOG, the Southeast Michlgan
Councll of Governments, which picks
some directors for the 15-member
SEMTA board.

It was a classlcal joust,with De-
u'_oll and Wayne County supporting

g of g
(from the SEMTA race) but changed

for a new year term
on SEMTA versus Oakland and the

SEMTA system
angers Oakland

The battle against R.J. Alexan-
der’s reappointment to the
T

operatlons was passed last spring by
the state Senate but Is lockedup Ina

tion Authority board rt:opencrd old
wounds about how SEMTA directors
are picked,

Oakland County commissioners
complained again about the methed,
set up in 1976 and 1880 state laws.
They say Oakland lacks control over
its own ropresentatives on the
SEMTA board.

THE SYSTEM works ke this:

® The Detrolt mayor plcks four
directors without city councll confir-
mation.

® Surburban Wayne County
members are plcked by County Ex-
ecutive William Lucas, a Detrolt res-
tdent.

® The Macomb County board
picks Lwo members.

® Qakland's three members are
picked by a hodgepodge of methods.
One is chosen by the County Board of
Commissloners, and two Qakland
seats are filled by the SEMCOG Gen-
eral Assembly from lists nominated
by caucuses of local Oakland offi-
cials.

Usually, SEMCOG picks who-
mever Is the “preferred” cholee of
the Oakland officials in a ‘“you-

tch-my-back, I tch-yours™

" arrangement,

But that unwritten agreement
broke down last weck as Detroit,
Wayne County and ihe AFL-CIO
backed Alexander agalnst the wishes
of Oakland County commlissioners
and some local officlals.

THAT BREAKDOWN could have
serious ramifications for publle
transit funding.

Another ltem before SEMCOG
wis a study of reglonal tax al -
tives to fund transit riow that the
federal government Is phasing out
operating subsidies, Southeast Mlchi-
gan Is reportedly the only major re-
gion of the 20 largest in the Unlted
States that has no local tax to sup-
part public transportation.

House

o It’s o
o you know where’

outlying counties supporting Thomas
D. Dunleavy, supervisor of rural
Highland Township {pop. 17,000).

Dunleavy wen, 37-28, ending Alex-
ander's nlne years on the SEMTA
board.

.Oakland County Commissioners
Martlynn Gesling, R-Bloomfleld
Hils, Nancy RN
McConnell, R-
Bloomfield Town;
shlp, Jack Olsen,
R-Huntington
Woods, and Ralph
Neison, R-Roches-
ter, actively sup~
ported Dunleavy.

"You ;huu'1|d
represent the
county, It doesn't Aloxander
mean you put on blinders — but re-
member where you come [rom,”
McConnell satd of Alexander during
a caucus.

GOSLING SAID Alexander bad
voted with Detrolt SEMTA members
and ogalnst suburbanites on several
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Oakland County C
Ralph Nelson, R-Rochester, warned
that the SEMTA structure must first
be changed.

“With the present structure,
there's not a lot of credibility for
SEMTA. If it's the present structure,
you're wasling your time talking
about a tax,” Nelson told o caucus of
SEMTA delegates representing
countles.

A bitl to reorganize SEMTA with a
smaller hoard and decentralize its
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issues — twlce on selecting a gener-
al manager, once on adopting a De-
troit yellow-and-green color scheme
instead of SEMTA’s red-and-orange
pattern, and against a commiltiee
structure favored by suburbanltes
and opposed by Detrolters.

“There was an over-all pecception
that he was more Interested in De-
troit. He never asked our opinlon
once,” sald Gosling, vice chalrman
of the Oakland County board.

A Washtenaw County delcgate
said SEMTA appeared Detroit-doml-
nated In dropplng rall plans for Ann
Arbor and Mount Clemens and in-
stead proceeding on the controver-
sial downtown Detroit People
Mover.

Olsen told the SEMCOG General
Assembly that “R.J. served us well
many years, I'm surc. He was a
great spokesman for bringing ‘the
word’ from SEMCOG and SEMTA to
the out-counties.

“But there has been a change.
Now wc need someone to bring the
word from the out-countles to

SEMTA and SEMCOG.”

In the post-election interview, (Al-
exander said Oakland commission-
ers never had been speclfic about
which of his votes they disliked.)

“DETROIT PULLED out all the
stops” ‘to save Alexander, Gosling
sald, and it appeared that way.

In June the SEMCOG General As-

. sembly deadlocked twice, 28-28, be-
tween Alexander and Dunleavy, Af-
ter drawing ‘lots, SEMCOG Chair-
man Robert Smith declared
Dunleavy the winner.

A few days later, a written protest
came from Tom Turner, then chale-
man of SEMTA. Turner is an ap-
pointee of Detroit Mayor Coleman
Young. His full-time job is president
of the Metropolitan Detroit AFL-

Oakland commlsstoncrs noted the
Tetter was written on AFL-CIO sta-
tlonery with a carbon copy to Mayor
Young.

Other letters of protest came from
cities in Wayne County.
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An attorney from the Detrolt law
firm of Miller Canfield agreed with
Turner that SEMCOG had violated
its own bylaws, and that the election
required a majority vole. A second
election was set last week.

Meanwhile, Alexander was entl-
tled to remain on the SEMTA board
because no successor had been
named.

IN LAST week's SEMCOG Gener-
al Assembly debate, Alexander was
warmly praised by Keith Archer, the
new SEMTA chalrman. .

Archer, a Dearbomn city offlclal
appotnted to the SEMTA board by
Wayne County Executive William
Lucas, called Alexander “an invalu-
able fount of experience, I need help.
Mr, Alexander ls one of those sourc-
esof help.”

Archer called Dunleavy “decent”
but “an unknown quantity.”

Alexander, with a reputation as a
“reglonalist,” was director of Oak-
land County’s public works depart-
ment until hls retirement in 1975,
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