Oakland board rejects Dem
effort to cut property tax

8y Tim Richard
staft wrlter

QOakiand County property owners
will pay a tax rate of 4.6391 mills
again this year,

On almost a straight party-line
vate, the county Board of Commis-
sioners’ rejecled a2 Democratic
amendment to cut the rate to 4.5217

mills.

“It's not posstble to do It this
year,” Commlssicner Anne Hobart,
R-Waterford, told the Democrats,
hinting that eleetlon-year polltics
may have motivated the minority

arty.
s 1f adopted, the Democratle cut
would have amounted to 11 cents per
$1,000 of state equalized valuatlon,
or $4,40 on a house with a market
value of $80,000 and an SEV of
$40,000.

THE BOARD conducted a public
hearlng at which no one spake, re-
Jected the Democrat cut 7-20 and
then passed three property tax rates.

Besldes the county general gov-
crnment rate, they included 0.25
mills for county parks and 0.25 for
Huron-Clinton Metroparks.

Commissioner  Alexander Peri-
noff, D-Southfield, crossed over to
vote with the board’s 19 Republt-
cans.

Even at 4.6391 mllls, or $4.64 per
$1,000 of SEV, the county rate Is
lower than the 5.26 mills allowed un-
der the Headlee tax limitatlon
amendment, which was designed to
halt tax increases due to real estate

GOP to hear
court hopefuls

Two Michigan Supreme Court can-
didates wlit speak to Oakland County
Republicans at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday.

They are former U.S. Sen. Robert
Grlffin and Clrcuit Judge James T.
Kallman of Ingham County,

Oakland GOP Chairman Joe Knol-
lenberg said they will appear at the
300 Club breakfast In Machus Sly
Fox, 726 S. Hunter Blvd., Birming-
ham,
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‘The rate will yicld §76.7 milllon in
revenuc, up about $5.8 million frem
last year. Most of the increase was
due to new constructlon.

Property taxes provide about half
of county general fund revenue.

DEMOCRATIC commissloners
sald the county general fund didn't
need so much money,

Commissioner James Daoyon, D-
Madlson Heights, whose distrlet In-
cludes part of Troy, offcced the
amendment, argulng that the coun-
ty's SEV grew by $1.2 billion to $16.5
billion.

“It is not management skills that
give us a surplus,” added Commis-
sloner Dennls Aaron, D-Oak Park,
“but the underestimation of revenue.
Aaron sald the tax rate should be cut
as long as majority Republicans op-
pose setting up a satellite office of
the county clerk in the populous
“south end" of the county.

Commissioner Betty Fortlno, D-
Waterford, hit 2 favorite Democrat-
le target — $1 million spent on the
executive's

group. She sald it should be cut.

SPEAKING FOR Republicans,
Hobart, who chalrs the planning and
bullding committee, satd, “Most of
us have voted for reduced millage In
past years.

“But to prepose we cut the millage
rate when we have Increasing costs
is absolutely absurd,” she said, cit-
ing:

® A reserve set up to handle lia-
bility sults agalnst the Sherlff’s De-

partment, which can't procure liabil-
Ity Insurance.

® Solld waste planning and con-
struction of the county's first trash
incinerator, .

© Services to a population grow-
ing rapidly in the high-technology

boom.

In a polltical jibe, Hobart sald the
tax cut is advocated by “the same
ones who want to build the most ex-
pensive jail and have thelr hands out
for more for the road commission."
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D5 want ta atiend the free
Huteon TAN-ACTION
Semnar
Please sase me
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Tickets arc $10 for b
$15 for non-members. For reserva-
tlons, call Republican headguarters
at 338-1133 In Pontlac,

Supreme Court candldates are
nomlinated at state party conven-
tions but run on a non-partisan bal-
lot. Grlffin and Kallman are Repub-

.. llcan nominees, . -
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The £.F. Hutton adverilsement in
the Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers kast Thursday should have listed
7:30 p.m. as the starting time for the
free Tax Action seminar Wednesday
In the Kingstey Inn, 4375 N. Wood-
ward, For more_Information, call
.Denlse Lyons at 879-1400, -
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Do you kiiow that tates can be ab high
a1 M3 not 24€ as many imeston
believe?
© What should you do il you hase gains
otlosses in your partfolio?
« The [IRA deduction can be low for
fuany uppet income taxpayers; should
you will conteibuter
* The municipal bond matket will be
changed - what iropact willlowet tax
cates and the alteraative minimu tax
have on your ponfolios
= What industsies or companies ate
expected 10 be winners of lasets?

ind oat Jiow yau can benefic from
the new 1ax enujronment.
When: OCTOBER 29, 1996

WEDNESDAY 7:30 1M,

Whese: KINGSLEY INN
4375 N, WOODWARD
NR, LONG LAKE
BLOOMEIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN

WhenE.E Hutton talks,
people listen. -
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John Kolly and Marilyn
Turner, Detralt’s Hrst
couple of television,
give us a rare glimpse
Into their private fives.
Here you'll peek be-
neath the facade of the
locat celobritles and
road thelr personal
account.
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Know someone who wants to deliver The
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers?
Call 531-0500 for route detalls

- AND ALL TVE GO 70 SHOW [k ALL
HESE NEARS ARE FIATHERS -
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DON’T BE FOOLED BY
LOW LOSS-LEADER PRICES...

Nowadays, everybody . is offering

“THE

LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN" on GCellular Car
Telephones. So who really offers you the

best deal?

At MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS, you'll
find the latest, top-of-the-line Cellular Car
Phones at prices that are comparable to
most of those other guy's deals; but, after
the price, you get more with us. Full service
performed right in our Southfield location

by protfessionals.

Full

warranties, and

everything you need to use your phone the
day we install it. And don't forget, we carry
only the latest in Cellular Car Phones, Like
the GENERAL ELECTRIC 2500 CARFONE
teaturing HANDS-FREE operation.

For a limited time dnly, the dlscriminating
Cellular Car Phone buyer can enjoy the GE

2500 for Just

29"

per month
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LIVONIA
15700 MIDDLEBELT
(balwosn 5 & 0 Mile)
263-7780
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SERVICE. The Ethan Allen difference.
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UTICA
50170 VAN DYKE
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Special Savings up to
50% Off Selected
Floor Samples

Georgetown Manor
Your Ethan Allen Gattery

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
1:00-5:00 p.m,




