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Farmington Hills no longer auto-
matically sends absentee voter ap-
plications {0 everyone 60 or older,
{ but the absentee vote has remalned &
i key factor In elections.
¢ Inthe 1882 gubernatorial clection,
! 5,0120023,588 Fnrmlngt.an Hills vat-
ors, or 21 percent, cast absentee bal-
lots. In the 1984 clty council electlon,
38,126 of 6,312 voters, or 50 percent,

absentee.

In the successful September bond

Absentee
Balloting has already started

JFarmington City Clerk
Josephine Bushey will have speclal
Saturday hours of ¢ a.m. to 2 pm.
Nov. 1, to accommodate last-min-
ute requuu {for absentee voter ap-
plications,

Absentec ballots are due by 8
pm Election Day, Tuesdny, Nov.

In emergency cases, voters can

Clerk plans Saturday Rours

vote abséntee from 8:30 am. to 4
rrtn. Monday, Nnv 3, In the clerks
lee.-,.

The crllerin for qualifying for an
absentee voter ballat are listed In
the accompanylng Farmington
Hills st ory. -

Fnrmlngton City Hall is at 23600
Liberty.

Issue clection for road 1
ments, 1,001 of 1,768 vutcn, or- §7
pemnt. voted absentee, In the suc-
ceasful August millage electlon for
parks devetopment, 949 of 1,188 vot-
ery, or B0 percent, voted absentee,

Until this year, the clty automatl-
cally sent absentee voter applica-
tions to everyone §0 or older. “Part
of the reason for this new policy was
the fact that many residents who au-
tomatlcally received the ballot did
not care to vote by absentee ballot;
therefore, the councll did not feel
this automatle malling policy should
continue at the taxpayer’s expense,”
City Clerk JoAn Reynolds said,

Some votes are 10st by not sending
absentee voler appllcations to every-
one 80 or older, but a very small per-
centage, Reynolds .,

“If you examinced all of the facts
and figures, you'd sec that in the
past four years, there has been 2
steady trend upward in the use of ab-
sentee  voter ballots,” she sald.
“You'd see them becoming more and
more popular.,”

NEARLY 3,000 Farmington Hills
voters have requested absentee bal-
lots for the Tuesduy, Nov. 4, general
election, The city has 42,612 regis-
tered voters, “By the way requests
are comlng In, it appears the aumber
of absentee voters will hold true to
form,” Reynolds sald.

The options are so gencrous to
votc absentee, few voters lie just to
-avoid having to go to the polls on
Electlon Day, in Reynolds’ eplnfan.

“The rules aren't that strict. It's
pretty hard not to qualify for a ballot’
if you have a legltimate reason. I
think most voters are protty g
about not abusing the privilege,” she
sald.

To vete absentee, voters can re-
~quest an official application by call-

ing or writing their city clerk. They
also can send a Jetter identifying the
electlon they want to vote absealee,
the reason why they are requesting
an absentee ballot and an address
where the ballot should be sent. Slg~
natures are compared with those
the clerk's master voler card file.

Requests to vote absentee are ap-
proved If applicants meet at least
one of the followlng alx eriterla;

® Being at Ieast 60 years of age
or older,

® Belng absent from the commu-
nlty during poll hours,

® Having a religious reason for
not voting on Electlon Day.

® Having a physlcal disabllity .

lh?t keeps you from going to the
polls.

# Being an election inspector [n a
precinet different from where you
vate.

@ Belng in jall awalting arvaign-
ment or trial,

WHEN ABSENTEE voter balot
applications were mailed to every-
ono 60 or older, the greatest percent-
age of absentee voters met the first
criterion.

Now, the number of people meet-
Ing the first and second criteria is
about equal. “In reallty, a lot of peo-
ple golng out of town also are aver

. So they can mark cither box.
‘That's thelr cholce,” Reynolds sald.

Reynolds readlly agrees that the
convenience of voting absentee is a
blg lure. “And I'm happy to perform

the duty,” she sald.

Still, the {nerease In absentee bals
lots has meant (ncreased work for
the clerk’s office. “Usually, we hire
twa part-time gals to come In as

needed. This year, that's gnlng toend

paperwork. But ballot logglng, enve-
lope stuffing and other processing
{equlrcmenu are still done manual-
y.

The deadline to apply to vote by
mall for this year’s General Election
' p.m. Saturday, Nov. 1. The
clerk’s office will have special hours
that day of 8a.m. 102 pm.

Ballots must be returned to the
clerk’s office by 8 p.m. Elcctlon Day,
In emergency cascs, voters can vote
absentee In the clerk's offlce from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Nov,

v, 3.
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Float through
the holidays in
cloud-soft color.
Pale mauve or
lavender,

beaded to
perfection.
Tunic dress
with full
trumpet skirt.

Polyester
georgette. By
Denise Petites,
4P-14P, $190.,

Jacobsons

We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The Amerlcan Express* Card.

up being several times,”
sald, .
Ce have some

ofan shall
consiltute fino) nccoplance of the
advaerilsor's order.

Shop uniil 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Unth 6 p.m, on Monday, Tuasday, Wednesday and Saturday

Classic Interiors

Fine Furniture , . . where quality costs you less

'We'll give you this beautiful new catalog
free so you can choose what

you want at Y2 price!*

Mon Thars Prl. 030900

Introducing the Beautiful, New, 176 Page
Pennsylvania House Collector’s Catalog with
your free, limited time 50% savings

certificate inside!™
It's here! And it's more beautiful than ever. . . the 11th Edition
Collector's Catalog from Pennsylvania House.

Inside you'll find decorating tips and hints, beautiful photography
from some of the loveliest homes across America, furniture
construction and care information, and, of course, the superior
selection of comfortable upholstery and solid cherry, oak and pine
furniture that you've come to expect from Pennsylvania House.

And now, for a limited time only, you'll find enclosed a certificate
worth hundreds of dollars as our way of saying thank you to our
valued customers! Save 50% on your choice of
any single piece of Pennsylvania House furniture
when you purchase another piece of equal value.
So stop by today for your free catalog and take .-
advantage of the half-price offer* on America’s
finest furniture. . . Pennsylvania House

PENNSYIVANIA

Its what yotive wanted all along,

20292 Middlebelt (S. of 8 Mile)
. Livonia 474-6900 i Ooin
Sadety *Sce savings certificate for complete details.
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