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Education can stem hystria, keep ep|oyers out of court

By Bill Parker
stoff wrlter

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome — more pop-
vlarly known as AIDS,

e mere mention of the disease causes panlc in
many people, and the possibltity of working side-by-side
with someone infected by (¢ often causes instant hyster-
la in the workplace,

To stem the fear generated by the disease, Informa-
tlon must be made avallable by the employer to Inform
the workfarce of the danger, or lack of t, of working
with an AIDS patient.

‘That was the theme of a recent

restricted from worklng slmply because of the infec-

on,
Because of lack of education, at bath the white-collar
and bl lar levels of Tegal p

have taken place. Cases have stemmed from AIDS vic-
tlms being fired and co-workers of AIDS viclims seck-

*An employee cannot be discriminated against by vir-
tue of handicap regulations and mny continue to work
unless the disability Interferes with the person's ability
1o perform his duties,” Saad said, “If (here is a risk that
the person may cause Injury to others, the employer has
every right to refuse employment. But only if there Is

Ing protection from what they feel are
working conditlans.

MANY OF THESE cases need not even have gone (o
court had educational programs about the disease been
offered In the workplace, according Lo attorney Henry
W. Saad.

Saad — of Dicklnson, Wright, Moon, Van-

sSympo-
sium on AIDS In the workplace — titled “AIDS and
AFRAIDS" — sp d by the Emp
of Detroft, in cooperation wlth the Greater Detroit
Chamber of Commerce and the United Community Ser-
vices, at the Engineering Soclety of Detroit.
Because there Is no evidence that individuals infected
with AIDS pose any risk of transmitting the virus to co-
workers, those Infected with the virus can not legally be

Dusen and Freeman — and Davld Plontkowsky — of
Pearlman & Plontkowsky — held a debate at the sym-
posium In an attempt to answer the legal questions sur-
rounding AIDS in the workplace, Both attorneys agreed
that most answers were complex and differed depend-
Ing on the individual case.

AIDS victims are protected legally under leglslation
banning discrimination based on handicap.

T
Because the virus Isn't transmitted through easual
contact, It is difflcult to prove there ts a health risk to
someone working alongside an AIDS patlent.
The fact that someconc has AIDS Is not In itscif
grounds for dismissal. Only work-related consequences
provide such grounds.

PIONTKOWSKY added that under the employee’s
right to be free of discrimlination based on handleap
there can be no pre-employment health tests that do not
direetly relate to the Indlviduals’ abllity to perform his
or her Job. Alse, patentlal mishandling or misinterpreta-
tlon of positive findings of a test could subject the indi-
vldual to Invaslon of privacy and unjust discriminatlon
or harassment.

It was also polnted out that employees do not have the
rlght to know a fellow employee is infected with AIDS
as long as the employer has no reasonable cause to think
}hc disease wlll be transmitted throughout the work.

orce,

Employers should be aware that when dealing with
AIDS there fs cnormous potential for an outbreak of
fear among workers. The best way to avold this out.
break of “Afraids” is to educate employees with the
most recent and updated Informatlon about AIDS.

According to a recent Michlgan Employment Securl-
ties Commisslon rullng, it is the respensibllity of the
employer (o educate the workforce to the dangers work-
:ng wlth an AIDS patient to avert an cutbreak of hyster-
2

“The main effort is to educate the workforce to pre-
vent any court case before It even starts,”

SInce medleal experts are discovering more and more
about the disease with each passing week, information
should be updated 1o keep employees informed on re-
cent medical findings about AIDS.

Health care industry sees treatment costs rising

By Janice Brunson
staff wrlier

As devastating as AIDS can be to
.the general populatlon, 2 secondary
threat ks emerging In the cost of car-
ing for people with AIDS.

The total hospital bt {or the first
10,000 cases of AIDS In the country
topped $1.4 bllllon, according to fig-
ures from the Centers for Disease
Control In Atlanta.

The bill includes the cost of 1.6
million hospital days, or 160 days
spent in the hospltal by each patient.
The average Medleald expenditure
for cach patient, the most common
source of payment for AIDS treat-
ment, was $52,000 for 20 months of
care,

PATIENTS WITH AIDS live an
average of two years.

:By Carolyn Smilh
-stalf writor

A steamshlp glides over a glisten-
Ing body of water, Its form accented
against a clear blue sky and by other
safling vessels dwarfed by its impos-
Ing presence.

A [reight train chugs over rallroad
ties, a seemingly endless series of
look-altke boxears shielding contents
from the observer's natural sense of
curiosity.

What's In them? Where were they
loaded? And where in the world are
they going? Only transportation
agents, many of them fin suburban
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By March of thls year, 135 cases
of AIDS had been dlagnosed in Mich-
igan, resulting in 72 deaths, The ma-
jority of those cases were in Wayne
County, and authoritics agree that
while the number of AIDS cascs in
Michigan Is lower than cxpected,
this number is just the tip of the fu-
ture fceberg.

And J.R. Beauboeuf, an analyst
with the Michigan Insurance Burean,
Is not certain $52,000 is enough to
cover the actual medical costs an
AIDS paticnt incurs durlng the
course of the Nlness,

“It is just too carly to tell,” he
sad. “Predictlons vary upward to
$150,000 per patlent.”

Onc reason why, Beauboeuf added,
Is because AIDS manlfests ltsell
through other diseases, like pneumo-
nla, that increase the cost of medical
care, maklng It extremely diffleult

1o pinpoint an exact figure speat spe-
cifically on AIDS treatment.
Currently, Beaubocuf said, private

bureau suggests insurance compa-
nies use only two criterla in deter-
mining whether to insure hlgh-risk

medleal pays
tlon and physiclan care, but does not
pay for experimental treatment.
Since so lttle Is known In the treat-
ment of AIDS, much that is done
falls into the experimental category.
The extent of insurance coverage
in the future, Beauboeuf said, will ul-
timately be based upon exact costs
in treating AIDS. “The level of bene-
fits won't be decided until there is
cnough data to draw conclusions.”
Beaubocuf also said the insurance

Ship-shape

Transporting cargo is suburban agents’ domain

Detrolt, know for sure. They are the
oncs who arrange the booking and
routlng of frelght via ocean liner,
rail and truck.

Because the internatlonal balance
of trade favors the importers, most
area shipping agents work together,
sald Dan Gregg, owner of Global In-
ternational Shipping in Troy.

“We're a [raternal group that
discusses the overall market every
month in meetings at different res-
tavrants In and around Detrait.”

Gregg also Is presldent of the 65-
member Ocean Frelght Agents Asso-
clation of Detroit,

The trade deflclt, he sald, has been

hovering lately around $18 billion a
month,

“In some cases, we wlll ship out
empty containers for forelgn coun-
trics to {il. Steamshlp lines absorb
the cost of shipping containers be-
cause they know it’s Inherent to the
trade deficht,” Gregg sald.

CONTAINERS ARE steel or alu-
minum boxes, 8 feet tall by 8 feet
wlde, and either 20 or 40 feet Jong.
Using them to toad and transport
cargo.is far more cfficlent, agents
say, than the old bulk-loading pro-
cess by which commodities were
sent down a chute through a ship's
sidehole and Into a bin. Although
bulk loading is stlll done this way,
contalners have changed the trans-
port Industry, agents say,

“The contalner virtvally revolu-
tlonized the bulk process by reducing
its ternaround time by 70 percent,”
explained William Hardy, general
manager of World Shipping in West-
land. Invented in the carly '508, the
container didn't make a dramatle
Impact untli the mid-'60s, he safd.

Besldes offering cfficlency, the

is

— whether a person has
AIDS or has ever before been treat-
cd for the disease,

Ernic Thomas, an agent and co-
owner of the der & Thomas

THESE POINTS, as well as many
othiers, were debated by Beauboeuf
and others who served on the finance
subcommittee of Gov. Blanchard's
Expert Pancl on AIDS.

Laura Redutey represented the
Michigan Hospital Association on the
committee. She said after “many
months of deliberations,” committee

tions to Blanchard lasf April.
"The recommendations do not man-
date llfe and health

nel, and at least a half-dozen hospi-
tals are speclally equipped to treat
AIDS patients,

While the majority of these facili-
ties are located in Michigan's larger
cities like Detroit, support groups
quictly function in many suburbs and
may be located through city-based
referral agencies.

There is little question the future
demand on existing services and fa-
clliies will increase slgnificantly.

cover-
age for high-risk individuals, but do

Agency In
Hills, sald this Is the case now. “In-
surance carrjers are looking at the
medical history of a person with
AIDS in the same light as any person
with a eatastrophic illness, like can-
cer or heart disease. That person is
hasically uninsurable.’

in garment containers, said Harrlet
Seward, manager of the Cleveland
home olfice.

“It's very convenient to get the
clothing from such places as Hong
Kong, Talwan, Korea, Japan or In-
dla, then be ahte to move It directly
to a U.S. retaliler. The clothing is al-
ready on hangers, so there's no trou-
ble at all," she sald.

About 35 agents In the Dotroit
area arrange for call at the Port of
Detroit, and most of them use it for
shipping bulk scrap Iron and auto
parts. Agents claim the $25,000 to
$35,000 a day it costs 10 run a vessel
makes use of the Detroit port too ex-
pensive. So they are more likely to
transport frelght by rall or truck to
U.S. castern or wesiern ports.

“It would take a good two wecks
to run a vessel down the (St, Law-
rence) Seaway to the Port of Detrolt,
so shipplng from cither coast is less
costly and very practical, said Doug-
las Dymmel, offlce manager of
Maersk Lines Ageney, Southficld,

LINDA BARNES, deputy director
of the Detrolt/Wayne County Port

to what's
known In the trade as “intermodal”
transit. That means cargo in a con-
talner can be placed on a truck, a
frelght car or an ocean liner.

BIll Lickeret, sates manager for
Seapac Services in Troy, gives an ¢x-
ample famillar to him and his com-
pany: Beans grown |n Saginaw are
placed In cleanly scrubbed contaln-
ers, trucked to Detrolt, loaded on a
Canadlan Paclfc frelght car headed
for Montreal, then put on a vessel for
a port [n England.

AGENTS CLAIM convenlence to

. sald officials are encour-
aging more vessels to come Into the
port, making them avallable to
shippers on a more timely basls.

“We also recognlze the realistle
and compotitlve alternatives in in-
termodal translt, whether they be by
rall or truck. Port actlvities are not
restricted by regulatlon,” she said.

Walter VanderVeer, rahi division
manager of CSX Transportatlon in
Llvonia, said he handles sabout 3,000
rail cars a day in Michigan alone.
CSX, a Fortune 500 company, alsa
deals with customers who are not on
rall lines.

the 1s a major
tool. “In our industry, time Is mon-
ey,” Hardy sald.

That's why most agents offer
shippers a door-to-door service that
may cost a little more but apare a
merchant from losing sales for lack
of available goods. Trucking goods
from the point of origin to their flnal
destination Is an example of (his ser-
vice,
American Presldent Lines, a
transportation company with o sales
office in Southfield, imports clothing

1

“If a wants to ship only
by truck, we'll do It,” VanderVeer
sald. “If he wanis a comblnatlon of
truck, rall and voyage, we'll do that
too. We don't want him lo worry
about deallng with three or four
companles. We're very much into
one-stop shipplng.”

Most agents claim they wiil im-
part or export anything that's legal
and so end up shipping everything
from soup (o threaded nuts. Some-

Pleaso turn 10 Pago 2

r making such coverage
available until more specifies about
costs are known.

The report also recommended fur-
ther study on costs of treaiment and
care that will eventually be assumed
by the Michigan Departments of So-
cial Services and Public Health and
the Greater Detroit Area Health
Council. ‘

The governor has already acted on
another il i

disease sp roject
that the Incidence of AIDS cases will
increase 10-fold In the next five

years,

Complicating the problem, Flsher
said, 1s the possibility that promising
new drugs currently belng tested for
AlDs may extend life “consldera-
bly.” But whether this will result in
an extension of life in a relatlvely
healthy state or simply prolong ill-
ness [s not yet known.

And she predicts these new drugs

$1 milllon for education and training
of Michigan medical personnel about
AIDS. In certain inslances, such as
at Botsford General Hospital in
Farmington Hills, staff educational
seminars on the subject have al-
ready been held.

ANOTHER AREA hospital, Henry
Ford in Detroit, Is recognized as a
specialty center for AIDS victims,
and staff physician Br. Evelyn
TFisher is recognized as one of the
Jeading experts on the disease In the
country.

Fisher believes Michigan has the
facilitles and programs in place to
meet both the current and future de-
mands for treatment of the disease.
Camprehensive referral systems like
Wellness Networks {#76-3582) in De-
troit cxist throughout the state,
speakers burcaus continually cdu-
cate the publle and medical person-

LUTHE NEWS...ALL THE TIME

will be exp *They will cost a
fortune, $1,000 a tonth or more.”

BUT THE FACTOR that Fisher
sald complicates the issue most is
“fear,” and the resulting reluctance
of community support sysiems like
pursing homes and hospices to step
in to assist AIDS patients when those
services are appropriate.

Fisher sald it is not unusual in
Michigan for AIDS patients te spend
an additional six manths to a year in
an acute care hospital when inten-
sive home care or a chronic care fa-
cility would be a more humane and
less-costly alternative.

There is much a community can
do. Wellness Housc in Detroit (not af-
filiated with Wellness Network) is a
good cxample. The House will be a
supervised living arrangement for
people with AIDS who arc unable to
malntain their own housing cither
{or financial or physical reasons.
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