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Storyline offends in

“Soul Man” (PG-13) takes a clever
idea and turns it into a slow-moving,
table film that should of

F. Murray Abraham is Bernardo Gul, the Inquisitor, in “The
Name of the Rose™ co-starring Sean Connery. Adapted

- from the International best-seller, the tilm concerns death
and intrigue in a 14th-century cloiater.

‘Name of the Rose’

is enthralling film

A fine movle, with some dlsquiet-
Ing elements, Is Sean Connery’s lat-
est, “The Name of the Rose” (R). It [s
beautllully photographed, well-acted
" and directed, and imbued with the
essence of l4th-century medleval
Europe.

“As lhn Catholle Church dehbated
the issues of poverty and pagan

. learning, the Reformatlon began,

and Willlam of Baskerville (Con-

nery) arrives at a Northern Italian

Monastery, which is to be the site of

a disputation between his order and

© the Papal Legates. With him is his

novice, Adso of Melk (Christlan

+ Slater).

Onc of the movie's greatest attrac-
tions is the medleval vistas filmed at
Kloster Ederbach, an abbey In

. Frankfort, West Germany, which has
remained unchanged for more thas
. B00 years. Dlrector Jean-Jacques

Annaud spent three years searching

for this setting for Umberto Eco’s in-
. lernatlonal best-selllng novel.

The Issues of clerleal poverty and
pagan learning in the early Refor-
matien may not scem the most
promlsing setting for a murder mys-
tery, but Connery's William is a very
logical and Jearned gentleman. He
sets out to use his intellect to solve
the murder of several monks whose
untimely demise clouds the sctting
of this Emportant ecclesiastlcal de-
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THE FILM PROJECTS, as well as

I can imaglne, the vistas, attltudes

and essences of 14th-century Eurape

at the dawn of modern times. It is
ble, however, if

fond blacks, whites, bigots, liberals,
lawyers and everyone connected
with Harvard University, particular-
1y its Law School.

Harvard folks who subscribe to
the PR dictum, “As long as they spell
the name correctly,” will appreciate
*“Soul Man” because the unlversity Is
well-photographed. Beyond  that,
however, any reasonable Harvard
person shoutd be appalled.

Mark Watson (C.Thomas Howell)
Is excited when admitted to Harvard
Law School but his clation turns to
despalr when his wealthy father, Bill
(James B. Slkking), decides to make

@ man aof his son by lettng him pay
hls own way. The three-year total
for attending Harvard Is more than
$53,000, and Mark sees hls dream
fading rapidly.

His best {riend, Gordon Bloom-
ficld {Arye Gross), trics to help but
there's no solution. Mark vislts his
father's theraplst, Dr. Arenson {Max
Wright), who has I feelings toward
his own son and has gencrated Bill
‘Watson's hostlllty toward Mark.

THAT'S PRETTY tenuous and
typleal of the film’s weak structure.
While there's' nothing wrong with
that matlvation — it has realistlc po-
tentlal - it |s 50 slowly paced that
the farce falls flat. Hesltant drama
that leaves too much time to con-
template logical gaps is generally
unsatisfying.

“Mark Is not to be denled by his fa.
ther's weird theraplst, and he ralses
tultion money vla the scholarship
route. The kicker Is that the Bouc-
hard Scholarshlp s for black stu-
dents, Uslng friend Seth's (Jobn Da«
vid Bland) experlmental tanning
pills, Mark crosses the color line —
in an unusual direction.

, but you guys In makeup
should know that dark pancake and
an Afro halrpiece don't make Cauca-
sians black.

Compllcations move In with Mark
and Gordon, as their bigoted Cam-
bridge landlord, Mr. Dunbar (Leslic
Nlelson), trics to evlet them and sep-
arate hls daughter, Whitney (Melora
Hardln), from Mark.

Whitney ts obsessed.with minority
sex-partners, It is unclear whether
this habit Is to punish her father or to
fulfi sociology and political-sel-
ence-course prerequisites.

THE POTENTIAL for fast-paced
farcical commentaty on Amerlcan
race relations Is lost, with poor exe-
cution In every department except
photography (Jeifrey Jur) and musle
{Tom Scott). Everything clse Js s0
dragged out and lll-advised that the
film Is a minor dlsaster, .

Qne major reason is the lack of
clear directlon. Is this a serjous dra-
ma or a farce? Is James Earl Jones’
Professor Banks a tough, no-none
sense personality teachlng criminale
law students harsh legal realltles or
is he a ponderous buffoon?

The potential for fast-paced farcial
commentary on American race
relations is lost, with poor execution in
every department except photography

and music.

rary will unde d the
passlons aroused in the 14th-century
over Aristotle’s writings,

White “The Name of the Rose”
could have donc a better job explain-
ing those lssues, it couldn't have
done much better as a murder mys-
tery imbued with the dark passions
of a long-lost era, Well worth your
viewing time.
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@ 'ALONE TOGETHER'
Avon Players community theater
group wlll present “Alone Together,”
- a comedy by Lawrence Roman, at
the Avon Playhouse in Rochester
Hilis. Performances are Friday-Sun-
day, Nov. 7-9; Friday-Sunday, Nov.
14-16, and Friday-Satuday, Nov. 21-
22. Curtain tlme is 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, 7:30 pm. Sunday Tiickets

50 "OFF!

! A LUNCH OR DINNER l

with putchase ot anolher snires

' vgssr BLOOMFIELD LOCATION .
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are §6 for all pe
‘. more Inlormmun. cnll 739-4500.

® I0WA ROSE

Folktown Coffechouse will present
the Michigan band Iowa Rosc at 8
p.m. Saturday, Nov, B, at the South-
fleld Clvie Center, lowa Rose origi-
nated as a folk-Bluegrass band, but
also plays classlc country, Western
swing, cajun and old timey. It also
plays‘original muslc. Admilsslon is
$§7. For further [nformatlon, call 855-
9848 from 6+9 p.m.

® SUNDAY CONCERTS
Madeat Ruth, harmonica virtuoso,
is the attraction for a concert from
2-4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8, at Center
Court at Somerset Mall In Troy.
Other artists in the free Sunday se-
1 ries include the Ink Spots, in shows
at 1 and 3 p.m., Nov. 16; Marvin
+  Kahn, fazz trlo, 2.4 p.m. Nov. 23; and
Sllas Walker, pianoc stylist, 1:30-3
p.m. Nov. 3

® CABARET-STYLE
Phll Marcus Esser, who opened at
the Red Cedars on Aug. 1 for a sev-
. en-week stay, has returned to the
7 restaurant in Southfield. Esser Is
5 doing a nightclub cabaret.type show,
riorming many old favorites from
«  his hit shows. Showtime is 8:30 and
10:30 p.m, and midnight Wednes-
days-Salurdays through Dec. 20,
. Shows are in the maln-ficor dining
room, upstairs from the new comedy
room, the Comedy Crossing.

@ DIFFERENT ROLE

. Radlo comedlan Joc Nipote will
have a change of pace, portraying
the villalnous Antonio Salierd In the
Oakland Unlversity Center for the
Arts production of “Amadeus® week-
ends from Nov, 7-23 at Varner Hall
at Oakland University in Rochester
Hills. Tom. Zizka stars in the lead
role of Mozart. Curtaln time Is 8
p.m. Fridays-Saturdays, Nov. 7-8,
14-15 and 21-22, and 2 p.m. sundnya,
Nov. 8, 16 and 23 Tickets are §7 gen-
eral Admlsslan, $3 for QU students
and senior citizens, For reservations,
call 370-3013 from 11 a.m. to 5 pm.
weekdays.
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silly ‘Soul
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C. Thomas Howell is Mark Watson, who pretends he is
black in order to qualify for a scholarship to Harvard Law
School In the comedy “Soul Man,” with Rae Dawn Chong :
as Sarah Walker, :

The illm §s cloudy on that and
meanders atmlessly, except when it
gets so obvious that it bores and em-
barrasses. When Mark s arrested by
an overly susplcious white police-
man, the film turns a comic misun-
derstanding into a sad and serious

situation.

Life may be llkc that, but it
deesn’t play well draivatieally, par-
ticularly in “Soul Man”-where no one
quite knows where they're going and
what they're golng to do when they
get there,

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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WsuNDAY

BRUNCH
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Sweet Excess.

Detroi’s favorite Sundu) Immch is u kalcidoscope
of breakfast, lunch, and dlnner favorlies, served
with white lincn and skiver in (he mlrgnm:v af the

Kingsley dintng rooms. From 10:00 - 2:00 p.m.

e
Kingsley Inn

‘Woodward at Long Lake Road = Bloomflcld Hills » 632.0100

WILL YOUR CHILD BE . ..

+ COMPOSER + GRAPHICS ARTIST
« ARCHITECT « STRUCTURAL EKGINEER

Jobs will be so ditferent .
;
[ﬂ /

Opporlunilies 50 great!
Py
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You'tl wani to help your
children prepare . . . to enjoy
a compeliwe edge!
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1 Miltlon character memory, HI-Res graphlcs,
mouse, geeat sound & dighalizing capobill-

ties..,
GIVES MAC AN ATTACK..UNDER 000
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THE FAMILY COMPUTER CENTER
3895 W. 12 Mile, Barkioy » 543-0520

y 1987 MICHIGAN STATE PAGEANT ¥

MISS JR. AMERICA

Official Preliminarics to tho Nationally
Tolevised Finass, hosted in 1986 by John
Davidson.

Teans Pellies & Junlors
{Ages 13-18) % R
STATE PRIZES Ages 4-7 and B:12
* Over $2,000 in Cash  * Color Televisions
.~ A Diamond Necklace * Inlerview wilh TV Nelwork
* ATen-Diamond Walch ~ Casting Diteclor
* Crown, Roses and Sash

T0 BE SELECTED: Sond pholo, name, age. adoress and
phone aumbar, posimarked by 11/t3/86 1o *'Depl. A"
Universal Produchions, 11260 Chester Road,
Suite 660, Cincinnall, Ohlo 45246 - 513-771-8094

DON’T BE FOOLED BY
LOW LOSS-LEADER PRICES...

Nowadays, everybody is offering “THE
LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN" on GCellular Car
Telephones. So who really offers you the
best deal?

At MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS, you'll
find the latest, top-of-the-line Cellular Car
Phones at prices that are comparable to
most of those other guy's deals; but, after
the price, you get more with us. Full service
performed right In our Southfield location
by professionals. Full warrantles, and
everything you need to use your phone the
day we Install it. And don't forget, we carry
only the latest In Cellular Car Phones. Like
the GENERAL ELECTRIC 2500 CARFONE
featuring HANDS-FREE operation.

For a limited time only, the discriminating

Cellular Car Phone buyer can enjoy the GE
2500 for Just

$2 995

per month
on approved credlt




