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Roll Call Report

Congress’ spending on self grows fastest

By Richard G. Thomas
special writor

Lawmakers who tout lhcmscl%/cs
as deficlt-busters on Capltol HIll are
unlikely to cite record-breaking
House and Senate operating budgets
for flscal 1987 to document their
clalm,

One of Cangress' parting acts was
to approve a new legislative branch
appropriations bilt. Compared to
1988, it grew four times faster than
the Pentagon budget and three times
faster than inflatlon.

LAWMAKERS actually approved
hefty Increases for their own travel,
mailing costs, commlttees, furni-
ture, telecommunications and other
clements of the legistative branch
budget.

The House set its fiscal 1987 budg-
et at $463.9 billion, 8 percent over
1988,

Sennlc tnereases were nearly 10
percent over fiscal 1986 level, to
$307.6 million.

For the entire Cangressional budg-
e, which also funds support agencies
such as the Library of Congress and
General  Accounting  Office, the
growth rate was 5 percent, from
$1.56 billlon in 1986 to nearly $1.65
billion In 1987.

BY CONTRAST, the Defense De-
partment budget was Increased by
slightly morc than 1 percent frem
1986 to 1987. Domestic spending was
virtually frozen at 1986 levels,

At the beglnning of the 1970s, $340
millien was enough to run the legis-
lative branch for a year,

But now, “if current trends contin-
ue, Congress will become a $2 bllllon
burcaucracy by 1988, says the Tax
Foundation, a private organizatlon
that monltors the Congresslonal
budget.

THE COMFORT Index chart
shows how area lawmakers stood on
all 1986 record votes on the legisla-
tive branch budget, thelr personal in-
come and campaign finances.

Only seven such record votes oc-
curred during the year. Mcmbers
averted yeas and nays, if possible,
when the Issue was thelr own budget.

One fssuc on which lawmakers
averted a vote was the 3 percent pay
hike they approved for themselves
as part of the omnibus 1987 appro-
priations bill. Effective in January,
it sets salaries at $77,353.

Here are descrlptions of the 1986

Comfort Index Issues.

1. OUTSIDE INCOME — On Aprll
23, the House vated, 333 for and 68
against, to consider Jegislation that
relnstated 30 percent of salary as
the maximum its members can
recelve in outslde income In speech
honoraria and other professlonal

fees.

This rolled back a 40 percent cell-
Ing that had been In effect for just
one day,

A yes vote was in favor of limitlng,
outside income to 30 percent of Con-

%W/r

grejonal pay.
Ming yes: Carl Purgell, R-Plym.
out) Deonls Hertel, D-Harper

Wof, Sander Levin, D-Sauthfleld,
WiHm Broomifleld, R-Birmingham.
Ving no: Willlam Ford, D-Tay-
or.

2.CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET
— "k House on July 29 voted 206
148 } approprinte more than §1.3
bitlifin flscal 1987 for all congres-
sion}: operations except Senate,
whiqlater completed the leglsta-
tivejranch budget by approving
$307 million for itself as well as
misclaneious outlays.

Aps vote was in favor of the
Hma version of the Jeglslative

bran, budget. Vouing yes: Demo-
cratdertel, Ford, Levin,

Vdig no: Republicans Pursell,
Brnn{icld

3. CUTTING BUDGET — By a
vote of 199 for and 209 against, the
House on July 29 rejected an amend-
ment to Inflict a cut of 3.51 percent
on virtually all areas of the House
version of the 1887 leglslative
branch appropriations bill.

A yes vote was in favor of the cut.

Voting yes: Republicans Pursell,
Broomfield.

Voting no: Democrats
Ford, Levio.

4. ELEVATOR OPERATORS —
By a vote of 168 for and 238 against,
the Hnuse on .Iul)' 29 rejected an

Hertel,

o low

spending by 891 450 ln order to ellm-
inate the jobs of seven House patron-
age cmployees who operate eleva-
tors that arc automatle.

A yes vote was to begin phasing
out the House clevator operators.

Votlng yes: Pursell.

Voting no; Hertel, Ford, Levin and
Broomfield.

5. HOUSE COMMITTEES — The
House on July 29 rejected, 172 for
and 237 agalnst, an amendment to
cut $4.3 million {rom the 1987 House
budget for committee staffs.

A yes vate was In favor of the add-
ed {unding. Voting yes: Pursell.

Voting no: Hertel, Ford, Levin and
Broomfield,

6. SENATE COMMITTEES - By
a vote of 27-69, the Senate on March
13 refused to authorize a speclal re-
serve fund of $1.5 million for unex-
pected Senate committee expenses.

A yes vote was In favor of the add-
od funding,

Vatlng no: Carl Levin, Donald Rie-
gle, both Mlchigan Democrats,

7. PAC LIMITS — The Senale
adopted, 69 for and 30 agalnst, an
amendment on Aug. 12 to limit con-
tributlons to Congressionat candi-
dates by the political actlon comemit-
tees (PAC) of speclal Interest groups.
The proposcd curbs, however, later
were shelved.

Currently, there is no celllng on
the total PAC money candldates can
receive, although there are limits on
what individual PACs can give Indi-
vidual candidates.

A yes vote was in favor of limiting
PAC contributions, Voting yes: Lev-
In, Ricgle.
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