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Meaning of family depends on philosophy

PERHAPS THIS is a more scholarly
audlence than I realized. Perhaps, too,
It Is strongly conservative, 1 am led to
such speculatlon by the frequency of

that I stllt am receiving con.
cerntng two late-summer columns in
which the central figure was Russell
Kirk. noted political theorist. lecturer
and essaylst.

No less a figure than the president of
the United States has credited Dr. Kirk
with helping stir “the conservative re-
vival in our nation™ and if indeed he did
help orchestrate such a revival it began
in 1953 with publication of his book.
“The Conservative Mind,” which soon
will be in Its seventh printing. :

Who was responsible I know not, but
undoubtedly it was because of the Kirk
columns that I received a few days ago
from Rockford. Ill. an envelope
crammed with material on the Rock-
ford Institute. founded 10 years ago “to
rebuild an Amerlean ethical consensus
rooted in the fundamental ideas and
traditions of Western civllization.”

A promotiona! folder quotes Ronald
Reagan as saying. “Over the years, the
Rockford Institute has produced a truly
remarkable array of magazines. books
and monographs.on topics of vital fm-
portance to -rebuilding the cultural
foundations for a free society.”

IT WASN'T necessary to read many
of the enclosures to see that Institute
personnel are not wild-eved liberals, or
to sense that Kirk. William Buckley Jr..
Clare Boothe Luce. Richard John Neu-
haus and similar think-alikes are
among RI pets,

It is not my intent to quarrel here
with their political and social philoso-
phies. for even though I might disagree
1 concur with Voltaire’s famous stale-
ment. "I disapprove of what you say.
but I will defend to the death your right
tosay it.”

One headline in the Institute’s “Main
Street Memorandum” that caught the
eye rtead, “Family Responsibility
Should be Encouraged.”

Beautiful. 1 agree. It's something 1
know Dr. Kirk also advocates. On the
surface it's like saying put your shoul-
der to the wheel and support fresh air.
motherhood and the American Red
Cross and apple pie.

But under the byline of Dr. Allan C.
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Carlson, Institute president. the article
opened. "The creation of socially funded
old-age pensions during the Great De-
presslon crisis set loose unanticipated
economic lncentlves,

~These ate away at exlsting bonds
between the generations of a family.
Within each family. chlldren were slow-
Iy transformed from a blessing. a
source of future security. to an increas-
ingly unnecessary and often unwel-

comed burden.

“The Soclal Security system also
gave strong impetus to the concept of
mandatory retirement, which displaced
most other ways of deating with ques-
tions of age and work."

AND SO it went. actually thought-
provoking reading. as is this excerpt
from a separate Carlson artlele;

“The left is not sitting by ldly, Over
the last 15 vears. socialist ad feminist
writers have been doing thelr home-
work and have developed a comprehen.
sive policy agenda.

“Declaring the (raditional (amily
dead. they can now call for new ‘sup-
ports’ for ‘the working family.’ Includ-
ing child allowances as part of the Scol-
al Security system: materna! and child

health care ‘as the first stage of a na-
tloral health Insurance scheme: the
provision of state-funded day care as a
right: 'parents igsurance.; and other
‘famlly services.”

“Properly cast, ‘famlly’ might just
turn out to be liberallsm’s long awaited
‘new ldea.’

Now consider these quotations from
Kirk articles:

*The family is held together by the
strongest of human bonds — by love.
and the demands of self-preservation.

“The real nced for the family is not
for ingenlous new creature-comforts
and diversions. but for employing its
time and its money for the long.run ad-
vantage of all the family’s members —
their splritual and intellectual advan.
tage. thelr unity in love and purpose, as

well as their material prosperlty.”

Half a century and more after FDR
gave the natlon his own life-saving
“new deul,” these people are still
preaching Hooverism. A real threat of
armed revolution was on America’s
doorstep in Flint and Detrolt [n the '30s
and it took the foresight of federal as-
slstance to the working class to avert it

Call It welfare, if you cboose, be it
Social Security. Medicare, ADC or the
Dole.

But not too long age I heard a tourism
leader of our state, declare that the way
to chase the rascpfs out of Washington-
would be to také/the right to vote away.
from every person receiving welfare
payments. That would really bring rev-
olution,

Than,y,God my vote will eancel his.
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United Nations
merits support

To the editor:

The United States realizes a return of
almast $4 for every $1 we invest in the
United Nations.

Purchases in this’ country by UN
agencies provide thousands of jobs. The
UN coordinates aid to people suffering
from natural and man-made disasters,
helps safeguard the environment. pro-
tects the health of children. and has
made smalipox virtually extinct.

There arc stories unlimited of the
ways the world is,a better place for
cach of us because the United Nations
exists.

‘The Pentagon spends in three months
more than all the countries of the world
have spent on the United Nations in the
past 40 years.

Yet this is the organization the United
States is forcing 10 the brink of bank-
ruptey. The Congress has put through a

series of drastic and unprecedented cuts
in our assessment to the UN and Its
agencles, where 80 percent of the work
is done, that will not only cause a fiscal
crisis. but will critically curtail effec-
tive aid to the world's people.

This eould not have happened had the
American people been aware of the
hundreds of ways the UN “helps protect
peopte of all lands from poverty. per-
secution and war.” (From the UN Char-
ter.)

The League of Women Voters, for 66
years supperters of human rights and
international cooperation, urges every
American to become an active UN
booster . .". get to know what it stands
for. what it has accomplished in just 40
vears.

Yes, and learn of its imper{ections
Already strides have been made to
streamline its operation. make it more
accountable. But let us strengtien It
with our support. rather than express-
ing our disillusion by imposing crippling
penalties.

Nancey Whice, president
Michigan League of Vomen Voters

Provide earlier
voter materials

To the editor:

The lack of Information before an
election regarding the candidates and
issues, until mayde the last minute if at
all, is of no help to those who, by neces-
sity. must vete absentee. -

As in thts current election. there is no
information on those seeking election
for edacational boards or regents.

4nd the requirement of those who
wte absentee having to request a ballot
each time before an electlon s encour-
aging a decided lessening of the vote.

For many of those interested in the
welfare of the country and lts govern.
ment, but perhaps do not remember
ahead to request it and have been regu-
lar voters but have handicaps as do I
(being very arthritic and having a heart
problem), the automatie receipt of an
application for a ballot is of great as-

sistance.

Otherwise. the city discourages the
participation in the one civic privilege
teft to many: to vote!

Mrs. Edgar Shonyo
Farmingtoen Hills *

Public interest
is appreciated

To the editor:

Thank you very much for your Inter-
est in Botsford General Hospital's Hal-
loween party.

We and the hospital were very
pleased about your participation, Medta
support of this kind of event helps in-
sure the party’s continvance.

" Again, thank you for your participa-
tion.

Nichole Ovies

Sarah Woik Associates
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DON'T BOTHER

My Two

8:00 a.m,.-3:30 p.m.

INSURANCE REPAIRS 542-4110
Store Hours 21620 Coolidge Hwy.
Mon.-Sat.

Qak Park, M| 48237

FURNITURE STRIPPING & REFINISHING | Sl
FIRST ITEM -35.00 '
" Calttor Appoiniment " -

PN SN

MSU/U of M:
White Sweatshirt
18.98

Don't Bother Me:
Royal Blue‘wma White Tees
8.9

Sweatshirts
'16.98
U of M/OSU:
Whilc'Swealshirt
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A Crackling Fire for the Holidays?
Williams Panel Brick can design, supply, install and
professionally finish your fireplace in time for the

| vES!
| FREE

featuring:
o PREWAY FIREPLACES
 #DURAVENT CHIMNEYS
l « MORGAN MANTELS AND
| SURROUNDS

holidays.

§ *#STUCCO STONE LIGHTWEIGHT M

STONE VENEER
o LIGHTWEIGHT, GENUINE
4" THICK REAL BRICK

in home estimates or visit our showroom.

ePETERSON GAS FIREPLACE

. 106S

.. HOURS:. '
Mon, Wed, Fri.. °

Toes. & Thurs, 27303 W..8
N iy 2 '

" WILLIAMS PANEL BRICK " -~
" Fireplace Design Center
Milc (2 miles W.

. Redford,’

ich. 42240

of Telegraph Rd.)

- 825:7275 -

Rediord -
 538-6633 "

Clarkston

A IF YOU THINK OF

ANTIQUE BRASS,
BRIGHT BRASS,

Bl ANTIQUE WHITE,

| SNOW WHITE, FERRARI RED,
DESIGNER GREY, MAUVE,

o

Y

SNOW WHITE AND
BRIGHT BRASS COMBINATION

ghting istares o Faary Do » Weonn Sopptics

ELECTRICAL
CONSTRUCTION INC

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, M) 48152 + (313} 464-2211

FOR WINTER,

FANS AS RELIEF FOR SUMMER HEAT, TRY THINKING B
OF THEM AS RELIEF FROM WINTER’S HEATING BILLS. CASABLANCA |
REVERSE CYCLE FANS BANISH “BIG BILLS BLUES".

HEAT RISES ~ AND IS WASTED NEAR THE CEILING. REVERSE CYCLE
FANS FORCE HEATED AIR DOWNWARD TO YOUR LIVING AREA. THEY
SAVE ENERGY AND KEEP YOU COMFY. TRYING IS BELIEVING.
BEFORE THE FIRST OF WINTER'S CHILLING BLASTS, INSTALL
CASABLANGCA AND "PUT IT IN REVERSE™,

| SALE PRICES START AT

: $1 7500

W LADY DELTA
| 5-BLADE / 3-SPEED

FINE

DELTA HI

4-BLADE  3-SPEED
VARIOUS BLADE STYLES.
SEE COLORS BELOW.

(LIGHT KITS OPTIONAL)

SALE ENDS
NOV, 15

Aol £ bt Haths

MON  TUES . WED . SAT § 104 00
THURS . PR 9 309 00




