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mary and at least $100,000 in No-

Cooper outpolls Ternan for judgeship

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/atalt pholographor
Jeasica Cooper's winning amllu tells the story of her margin of

By Jackio Kiein
ond Rich Porlbarg
slaff writers

‘The final poll, and not a controver-
slal attorney’s poll, swept Jessica
Cooper onto the Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court Tuesday as the Southfield
distrlet court judge scored an im-
pressive vletory over Lawrence Ter-
nan, her Rochester Hllls opponent.

“This Is the poll that counted,”
Cooper sald Tuesday night as It be-
came apparent (hat, by receiving
betler than 65 percent of the vate,
she will become the third woman
among the.13 Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court judges.

Her backers sald the win could
mean a new era for clrcuit court
races,

“My opponenis talked about my
Judlcial temperament, but according
to the vote and attorneys who prac-
tlee in court, it can't be that bad.”

A September poll by the Oakland
County Bar Assoctation heavily fa-
vored ‘Ternan, Ncarly one In live of

vlclory in the circuit court race ax Al Holtz, her co-
reads precinct results nnd a big win.
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any 1 item

ted Cooper as un-
qualllled for the job Coaper suld the

results were not valld and sald they
were a “scurrllous* attempt by
“good eld boys® to diseredit her,

TUESDAY, COOPER was vindl-
cated by beating Ternan 121,872 to
73,399, Although she did extremely
well in Southficld, where she defeat-
ed Ternan 14,984 (0 3,410 — a nearly
5-to-1 ratio — Cooper fared well
with voters across Oakland County.

*“1 had a blpartisan support,” sald
Caoper. “I carrled Republican arcas
like West Bloomficld, Blngham, Mil-
ford and Orlon. I had a wide varlety
of people from all walks of life.

“Intelligent electorate have a
sense of falr play, They understood
thie smokescreen put up by my oppo-
nent and my credentials and reputa-
tion for fairness cxceeded all the ru-
mors and innucndoes.”

‘Ternan, a_munlelpal attorney for
more than 20 years for Rochester
Hllls, formerly Avon Township, said
the “large amount of money that was
spent against us,” played a slgnlfi-
cant role in the outcome,

He estimated that Cooper spent
twice as much as he did,

“SHE SPENT $113,000 tn the pri-

vember,” sald Ternan, *I would ex-
pect to spend a total of $125,000."

Ternan, who had strong Ilcpubll-
can hacklng, also that

"He would not criticize Cooper or
her campalgn.

"We'vc been (hrnugh a hard cam--
palgn and she has won,” he sald.

M her victory party Tuesday in

Gov. James
record landslide victory may hnve
burt his chances.

“The campalgn dld become in-
creasingly partisan, which is unfor-
tunate, but it did,” Ternan said Tues-
day from his Rochester Hills home.

Ternan also sald he was dismayed
with the tone of the campalgn in the
{Inal weeks.

“In the heat of the campalgn,
Judge Cooper spoke out strongly
against the bar poll and [t teok off
from there.”

‘ooper
thnl the Ternan camp had set the
campalgn tone by filing a lawsuit be.
cause she dldo’t use the word “dis.
trict” before “Judge™ In her political
ads. She said Tucsday the sult was a
publlelty stunt, Other than that, she
also was not critlcal of her apponent.

HER CAMPAIGN MANAGER,
Barry Howard, sald Cooper’s elec.-
tlon would “change the complexion
of clrcuit court races. Unopposed
circul? judges may be a thing of the
past.”
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