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N ETTY PAINE, executlve di-
rector of Farmington Com-
munity Center, has been

. named “Woman of the
°.* Year”
The title comes from the Farm-
v -ington Arca Buslness and Profes-
. slonat Women who honor somcone
** who meets the criteria of promoting
_ the welfare of women in the commu.
o' nity, whlle setting an cxample for
others.
« 3 “She's Initlated seven speclal In-
. terest groups that fnvolve about 600
+"* members since she’s been director of
the center, which Include a lot of
7 » women,” sald Joyce Schmidt, speak-
. ing for the local chapter of the na-
.+ tlonal organization.
. “The center’s malling list has
27! names on it from 7§ communities
now, which has got lo say something
¢ '+ about the classes she’s offerlng. She
_ started the Second Edition (a resale
<71 shop) that is bringing In about $1,200
. In revenue every year. She Initiated
i3 the Volunteer Gulld, the Professlon-
al Women's Network, the center’s
+72 Women's Club and gave the Writer's
... Gulld a place to meet when it had no
7 place elsc to go,” Schmldt said,
1 Paine has also increased the cen-
7 ter's revenue by 300 percent and
doubled the number of persons who
regularly participate in center activ-
ities, while overseeing o staff of 14
and the workings of 200 volunteers
since she took her positlon in 1979,

PAINE SAYS she sces her work in
“ the center as “flliing a void, address-
Ing o need, the whole purpose Is to
respond. I would hope that aur stall,
the buard, the volunteers, all act as
eyes and ears for the requests that
come. That's why we're here. Many
of the special interest groups that
.~ have been started have come direct-
t ly from requests, Some arc those we
sensed a need for, beeame aware of
and then went about seeing what we
could do about it."
Painc Is adamant about not initl-

By Faye Kuzmn
speclal wrliar

UDDENLY DIVORCED af-
ter 30 or 40 ycars of mar-
riage, women fecl stunned
and confused.

ating anything that would be a dupil-
catton of anything else offered with-
in the two citics . . . And equaily ad-
amant about structuring new groups
to meet its particular needs,

“We did a lot of research before
launching the Professlonal Woman's
Network," she said, giving that as an
example. “We found that most of
those women Just did not have the
time for one more night meeting so
we scheduled breakfast meetings.

“We also purposcly did not tle into
any national affiliatlon so those who
came to the meetings weren't bound
(o anybody else’'s by-laws, They
could make thelr own, or none at all.
This was their network and they
could handle it as they saw fIt.”

The Farminglon Community Cen-
ter Men's Ciub, and after that, the
Farmington Community Center
Women's Club, were both given the
same free rein and cach has taken
different routes with Paine's phiteso-

y.

b Bringing in newcomers to the cen-
ter through the spectal interest
groups carrled a (wo-fold benefit,
Some of those newcomers became
volunteers after being Introduced to
the center, which in turn made for
more partlclpation In the center's
fund-raisers.

PAINE GREW UP in Mason City,
Towa, the town Meredith Wilson
made known as River City in “The
Musle Man,” and crossed the foot
brldge In that clty to take her piano
lessons, .

“Oh, yes, there really Is a foot
bridge there, and also an excellent
musle program. I was a bencflelary
of that musically minded city after
Meredith Wiison’s fame,” she sald.

She wen a scholarship to Unlverst-
ty of Kansas as a string bass player,
then switched to study cducatlon and
graduated from Unlversity of lowa,

She has worked as a classroom
teacher, a medla consultant and
worked with students who had lan-
guage and reading problems,

Prior to taking her job here, she

oman of the Year
Organizational know-how wins
=title for executive director

had a hand-weaving business that
she operated from her home and was
string bass player for Oakway Sym-
phony.

‘Throughout her adult, iife she has
been a volunteer, in one capaclty or
another. The volunteer job she is ac-
tive tn now s planning management
sesslons for non-proflt organizatlons
through VACF (Volunteer Actlon
Center Forum).

“I have always believed In volun-
teering,” she sald. "My favorite
thing is to Initiate, organize, start. 1
do this because I enjoy it. I get a lot
of satlsfaction from this, Velunteer-
ing shoutd be plcasant and I work to
make things pleasant for all of the
volunteers we have come to the cen-
ter.” .

PAINE SAID one of her higgest
satlsfactlons is “when one of our vol-
unteers discavers what volunteering
1s all about.” .

Volunteers come to the center for
many reasons — a soclal outlet, a
stepping stone to a pald positlon, to
feel useful, to (ill time, becanse they
belteve In the project or the cause,
because they believe they have a tal-
ent to glve, or feel a need to give.

“What so many of them don't real-
Ize Is how much they have to glve,
how many tatents that they do have.
The joy comes in knowing that they
can do something they have never
tried before, that they can organize
and run a huge event,

“Some come thinking they want to
do something that takes no thought
at all and then discover they are
dolng something that takes a lot of
thought. They dlscover they are find-
Ing creative ways to do a job or find-
Ing a skill they never knew they
had,” she said,

Paine llves In Blocomficld Town-
ship with her husband, Perry. The
couple have two children. David
Paine Is owner of a Domlnos Plzza
tranchise in Ypsilanti. Lynn Paine is
a landscape architect worklng and
living In New Zeatand,

Betty Paine says she derives a great deal of
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Divorce after 50

Few are in a position to look at-
ter their financial security.

The divorced woman often flnds
she iIs without the daily financial
support or the retirement security
she counted on.

Left without reat assets In her

own name, left without job skills,
left without expericnce In the labor
market, the older woman can expe-
rience more than a drop in Inceme.
She can experience outright pover-

ty.
“What Is diverce abaut? Moncy,

8TEVE FECHT

_Phylias Rapaport tells the story of her own 32-year marriago that ended In divorce.

and beyond that, moncy. And be-
yond that, It’s about maney,” sald
Phyllis Rapaport, whose marriage
of 32 years ended In 1972, when she
was 56.  °

RAPAPORT WAS the [catured
speaker at a recent Symposium on
Divarce After 50, which was spon-
sored by the Older Womea's
League State Task Force on Di-
yoree, the Northwest YWCA, the
Farmington Hllls OWL Chapter
and the Michigan Conference,
NOW. The symposlum took place
at the Northwest YWCA In Redford
Tawnship.

Rapaport graduated from the
Unlversily of Detralt Law School in
May and Is awailing the resuits of
her bar examinatlon. She said she
hopes to use her legal skills to help
other older women who have gone
through a divoree,

Rapaport sald her divarce settle-
ment was not equitable,

“I want you to know I was just a
sweet little homemaker,” she said.
“I dldn't know whether 2 hundred
dollars was more or less than a
thousand.”

Rapaport summed up her ex-
husband's attitude: “(My husband)
sent word: ‘Break her splrlt, leave
her penniless and don't spare ex-
penses.' That's rough, I had to go to
law school to find out what hap-
pened.”

ANOTHER PROBLEM stems
from the way a settlement distrib-
utes assets.

“It you don't have capital (o sup-
port that never-ending battle, for-
get the alimony. It's not worth it,”
sald Gall Burk, a socinl worker
who altended the symposium.
Burk, 48, has cight children. She
was divorced two years ago, after
25 years of marriage.

I deal with women who recelve
the house and no income,” Burk
sald. “They lose the house because
they can't pay the taxes.

" RANDY BORST/statt photographer

Cenler hrought her the “Woman of the Year”
honors from Farmington’s Business and Pro-
Tonal Women.

For women it can be a nightmare leading to outright poverty

‘It used to be that we would look with
shock at the eastern countries where a
man just shook his finger at his wife
three times and repeated “I divorce
you.” In our country once is enough.’

— Phyliss Rapaport

“1 have a lot of older women on
my case load, They got diverced,
and they’re destitute now.”

“Equity, like beauty, Is In the
eyes of the beholdel ulpped Ra-
paport, who contlnued, “'Semetimes
a 50/50 divislon [s not equitable,
because he still has a strcam of
earning that she may not have."

THE ATTORNEY'S ROLE de-
pends on who is belng defended,
Rapaport sald.

“Counsel for the husband has one
maln job to do: Prevent the wife
from finding out the facts she
wanis to know about the corpora-
tlon, business or job as well as the
personal assets, other buslnesses,
partnerships, overtlme, pay, offic-
¢s and so on,” Rapaport said.

“Both attorneys are using the
same court rules, the same stat
utes, the same case book Lo accom-
plish opposite tasks. Both are fa-
miliar wlth the eriterla for mal-
practlee and court misconduet.

“However, you're not famiilar

with those things. And if they don’t
cheat you out of a lot of moncy, no-
body wil! take your ease anyhow.”

NO-FAULT DIVORCE has fur-
ther taken away the leverage wom-
en used to have, Rapaport said. Al
though origlnally considered a re-
form to a sct of laws that varied
from state to state, no-fault dl-
vorce now I3 belng viewed far less
favorably by those concerned with
wormen’s [ssucs,

“They veally thought that (no-
fault dlvorce) was golng to be a

bonanza for women,” satd Fran
Green, Blrmingham theraplst and
dlvarce workshop director who at-
tended the symposlum. “But it’s re-
ally been a disaster far women.™
With no-fault divorce, the only
grounds necessary for divorce in
many states Is a statement by ci-
ther party that the marriage is
“Irretrievably broken,” As a result,
a spouse no Jonger has a means for
objecting to the divorce and bar-
gaining for a more cquitable settle-

“It used to be that we would look
with shock at the eastern countries
where a man Just shook his finger
at his wife and three times repeat-
ed, ‘I divorce you,' " Rapaport said.
“In our couniry, ence is enough.”

AS FOR child suppert and the
waman's rele, Rapapori chuckled,
“1 would urge women to take on
the role of falry godmother.”

She also advised: "Tell your
daughter that if she’s gainfully em-
ployed, when she goes out with her
husband, and he orders a $10 meal,
she must order a $6 meal. If she
does not work, she must sit close to
him, because she's only entltled to
what he leaves on his plnte.”

OWL is a nationat non-profit or-
ganization addressing the concerns
of midlife and older women,

The Central Betroit chapter of
OWL Is planning an lssuc forum on
Monday, Nav. 17, at the Downtown
YWCA.

To join OWL, send a $10 check
made out to OWL to 26089 Steele
Road, Farmington Hills 40018,



