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‘Woéod heatmg fires — fewer but stlll threat

Fires usocfntcd with wood heat~
ing bave declloed somewhat In re-
cent years,.bixt still represent a se-
rlous thm g, life and property in
Michiga

B!nze: stemmlng from wood
stoves, pl and

caused six deaths and 63 Injurjes in
the state last year, uccording to in+
surance industry sources. The total
cost approached $10 milllon.

Wood heating fires

Marsha) Dlvision reported 6,179 inct-
dents, Tha totals dropped to 5,433 in
1984 and 4,159 ast year, however,

A spokuman for Michlgnn Assocl-
atlon of said

steadlly from the late 1970s to 1983,

when the State Pollce Fire

may reflect

dangers Inherent with wood heating.
“A number of public and private
grganizations have devoted a lot of
resources to public education on this
problem,” sald Terry Buckles, in-

the
greater public awareness about the

Bload donation may save a life

The last Thursday in November Is
a month tradltionally set aside lo
glve thanks fot'family blessings, One
blessing most have is good faith. But
many are not 4o fortunate. They are
the victims meukemla. cancer, ap-
or a host of

minlmum of 110 pounds and is be-
tween 17 and 70 years old.
Appolntments can be made to
donate blood at one of the communi-
ty bleod drives listed below:
® Supday, Nov. 9, Nardln Park

> These peop e can often be helped
through thé” use of blood and blood
components,

Blood can  be donated by anyone in
good general heelth who welghs a

Church, 29867 11 Mile,
Farmington Hllls, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. For an nppoinlment. call Cory
Luplnacd 471-4282 or 983-0000,
Ext. 310,
& Monday, Nov. 10, Little Caesar
Enterprises, 24152 Hoggerty, Farm-
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Ington Hills, from 10 am. to 4 pm.
For an appolatment, call Jim Lolli,
464-0860.

® Friday, Nov. 28, Botsford Gen-
cral Hospital, 28050 Grand River,
Farmington Hills, from noon to 6
p.m. For an appaolntment, call Bev-
erly Welss, 471-8651.

"We 're hopeful the trend wlll contin-

Buckles sald the nature of wood
heating accldents has changed dras-
tically. In the late 1970s, when

ance or cystem was used in an un-
safe manner,” Buckles sald.
Creosote bulld-up !s responsible
for most chimney fives, Dark In col»
or and with an ordor,

e nblnn d

lmpecl chimneys and mveplpel !nr

defleiencles and creosote bulld-up.
pccmc infnrmnuon on Inlulla

creosote s a byproduct of wood
burnlng that coats the Interior of
pipes and chimneys. If heavy depo-
slts become very hot, they. h';f,’.: into

wood heat nppunncu is avnilablu
from many sources, es con-
cluded, These Include Insurance
agents/companles, cquipment manu-

flame. Use of pro-
duces more creosote,
MAIC

were Just ing
wood as an energy source, Improper
system Installation was a leading
cause of (hese fires, Last year, how-
ever, only about 10 percent of wood

stove, flreplace and chimney blazes

originated in this manner.
IMPROPER OPERATION now

accounts for most wood heating ac-

cldents, “In 1985, almost one-half of
the fires occurred because the appli-
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four basle
guldelines for wood burning .-.n!cty

, and vari-

ous state and federal nzancla.
MAIC is a non-profit public aftairs

nrganluﬂun representing 45 proper-
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