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The Drum Polnt Lighthouse in Solomons, Md., makes a pictur-
esque reflection In the water,
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Pepper Langley (top), one ot Soloman's colorful characters,
keeps alive the old woodcarving ekills at the Caivert Marine
{bottom) in Sol

Maryland brings 17th

When you get off the bus at Historic St.
Mary’s Cityta Maryland, you are standing
on deserted ands, with nothing but a bright
blue barn tebreak the wilderness of grass
and trees.

This s thesite of the first Maryland col-
ony, which tlrived here from 1634 untll the
capital was noved to Annapolls In 1695,

There wer only two existing colontes on
this Atlanticcoast when the Ark and the
Dove sailed 1p the St. Mary's River with
140 English 2ttlers in 1634: the Plymouth
Colony to thenorth and Clty to
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The ecxpeditlon tried and rejected

the south, Thi was the fronticr of the New
World, with te Chesapeake Bay in front
and a totally tknown contlnent behind.

There is nozity here anymore, but what
America gaind when they moved the capi-
tal to Annapoks were the foundations of a
17th-century twn, with no 1Bth- or 19th-
century hulldinisbullt on top of it.

THE AUTHENSIC 17th-century world [s
now only underznund, but what they are
re-creating on iht hluffs averlooking the
St. Mary's Rlver 1 a taste of the Elizabe-
than world.

The Brentland Airms Visitor Center has
cxhibits and films:hat answer fascinating
questlons. Why dldthose 17th-century set-

. tlers leave Englazcand why dld they come
kere? England wasoverpopulated and run-
ning out of resourts in the days of the first
Queen Elizabeth.

Good Queen Besi was not so good to
Catholics, so a Ctholic nobleman called
Lord Baltimore aked for and was glven
pgrmlssion to leara colony to the New

World.

1t salled Into Chesapeake
Bay over the objections of Jamestown col-
onlsts, who thought they owned the New
World for themselves.

‘The Baltimore party pieked this part of
the peninsula because fur traders led them
to a friendly Indlan encampment and the
Indlans sold them a village, land,
tonghouses and all. That meant the colo-
nists ceuld go to work right away, cstab-
lishing plantations to grow tobacco and
building the small town that was the col-
ony's legal center. They called the lown St.
Marle's Cittle.

YOU CAN RECONSTRUCT the way the
settlers Nved from artifacts archaeologists
have dug from the ground, but the best way
Is to walk or drive to the slte where re-
created setttement bulldings are bringing
the 17th century back to life half a mile
from the Visltors Center.

If you walk through the empty farm
fields, you come vpon a scattering of bulld-
ings — the Brome-Howard Plantation
House, a few restored buildings and a
small sign that says “This Is the center of

century back to life

what was once the town of St. Maries
City.”

1t doesn't took like much now, but with a
little help from your imaglnatlon you can
sec a brick ordinary on this side of the
path, a wooden ordlnary on (he other side,
a few crude huts, a distant chapel. An ordi-
nary Is a large house where travelers
stopped to cat and drink.

Travelers only came In “publie times"
but the ardlnarles dld very well, There was
no place else to go, no Hollday Inn a round
the corner,

As you fotlow the path along the blutf,
you find several of the 17th-century bultd-
ings restored on their old foundatlons. It is
fun to visit the Maryland Dove, the State
House of 1676, Farthings Ordinary and Ar-
bor (you can lunch in the arbor) and the Old
Trinlty Church, especlally in thelr setting
against the very real St, Mary’s College.

THE BEST histery lesson Is at Godiah
Spray's tobacco farm. Gedlah wlll be lean-
ing in the doorway walting, with his blg
bushy black beard and his rough medleval
clothes. He wlll lead you through the kitch-
cn pantry and up the stalrs to the loft, but
most of all he will telt you what it was like
tolve here in the 17th century.

Historle St, Mary's [s in St. Mary's Coun-
ty at the tlp of the penlnsula south of Balti-
more and Washington. Several festivals
are held in the summer, along with a popu-
lar outdoor theater. For more information,
contact P.O. Box 39, St. Mary's City, Md.
20686.

Qr call the state tourism office toll-free
(800) 331-1750, operator 250,

— pholos by MICKY JONES

Museum reflects maritime state

By Iris Jonoa

His real name is James Leroy
Langley, but everybody in Solomons,
Md., calls him Pepper. Pepper was
born here, on what used to be an is-
land.

The two blg oyster companies
plled their shells between the main-
land and the island, and somcbody
eventually built a road on top of the
shell pile, so It isn't really an jsland
any mare.

Pepper st calls It “The Island,”
as do the other people who have
spent thelr llves where the Patuxent
River flows inte Chesapeake Bay.
That's what Marylanders say —
“The River” — but when you ap-
proach It on state Highway 4 across
the new Patuxent Bridge, you may
‘wonder if you've ever seen this river

fore.

There is fresh water upstream
somewhere but by this wide water
Inlet, its bays stitched to the land
with marinas and town docks, It Is
delinitely sait.

Pepper’s father was a palnter In
the local shipyard and most of the
young men In town grew up In the
flshing industry, but James Leroy
Langley was an artlst from the fiest,
He spent 19 years carving and paint-
Ing slgns for the Patuxent Naval Air
Test Center, but hls heart has always
been in the seagulls, eagles and other
seaconst {ricnds that come to life un-
der his carving tools.

PEPPER RETIRED 23 years ago,
alter three heart attacks, and some-
where along the way he started
thinking about a marine museum to
keep Solomon's history intact farev.
er. By that time, both the aysters and
the cheap labor were gone, victims
of over-harvesting, environmental
damage and social progress.

(aptain Joe Lode, president of the
CGiyert County Hlstorlcal Assocla-
t, got the first $500 grant for the
Cilrert Marine Muscum, which
omed In 1970 in the old Solomon
Hip School,

Tie restored brick bullding stands
onaslight rise above the rlver, with
the 1883 Drum Polnt Lighthouse
glovng in the reflectlve water of
thebyy nearby and a boat house full
of 1+ {ishing boats bestde It.

Itcpreters demonstrate oyster-
tongsg, crab pot and trotline fish-
Ing, @ well as other centuries-old
skills ¢ the Smail Craft Shed. I you
come it the right time, you might
also rax racing boats {rom the near-
by Sdonons Island Madel Boat Club
or tht atuxent Small Craft Guild,
or a tenonstration of smail craft
skllls Ithe boat basin.

“Perpr” Langley works in the
Woodeiving and Model Shop of the
muscun. They dedicated the wood-
carvingudlo In his honor. His son,
Jimmy, he only one of the four
Langleyioys who took to woodcary-
Ing, wonttthere too.

THE YUSEUM contalns sealife
and fosdl exhlbits, and an exhlbit

called "War on the Patuxent: 1814,”
which shows the Chesapeake Flotil-
la's defense agalnst the British
Navy. If you want to see what We
was llke when Pepper was-a young
man, lock at the oyster nets and the
fishing boats,

You can even take a one-hour tour
of the Solomons Harbor on the Wil-
liam B. Tennison, a “log-built hu-
geye"” made in 1889 as an oyster boat
and now the oldest certifled passen-
ger-carrying vessel on Chesapeake

ay.

'l"’he Wm. B. Tennlson Is all splffed
up and ready to go under the gulding
hand of Capt. Jim Tallant, but if you
want to see the Tennison in its au-
thentic role as an oyster boat, drive
down the road to the town of Solo-
mons where the J.C. Lore Oyster-
house has been restored as a Calvert
Marine Museum exhibit.

There is & 1Z-minute film that
tells the town's story, a 19th-century
tale of oyster beds planted and
dredged, of oysters bought from lo-
cal flshermen and dumped In a pile
at the oysterhouse for the shuckers
and packers.

‘There, for a dollar a bucket, the

shuckers opened the oysters one by
one, singing “down by the riverside”
as they worked, Twenty-one gallon
cans went into a wooden barrel and
were sent to restaurants and dinner
tables.

EVENTUALLY, the inevitable
happened. The oysters were overhar-
vested. The water was polluted,” So-
clal progress created a world where
shuckers wouldn't work for $1 2
bucket. And the oyster huslness dled.

There are stlll a few boats, and
you can stlll buy good seafood in the
town restaurants. But most of the
old warld of Solomons Is preserved
now in the Calvert Marine Museutn,
and by the tales told by James Leroy
Langley — Pepper to his fricnds.
Pepper was nominated this year for
a Natlonal Heritage Fellowship
Award.

Faor more Informatlon, contact the
Calvert Marlne Muscum, P.O. Box
97, Solomons, Md. 205688 or the
Maryland Office of Tourlst Develop-
ment, 45 Calvert St., Annapolls, Md.
21401, The state has a toll-free num-
ber for tourists: 800-331.1750, opera-
tor 250,
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RECOMMENDED SPA PACKAGE

's Harbor Island Spa’s ''2

. 2'DAYS FF

« Jaupervised me:
« 2 snacks dally

Playa Plata
% Playa Dorado Holiday Inn
‘6— Directly on the Beach!
% 1 Wk. From £78} CDN. » 2 Wks, From $1061 CDN.
Duparture Sundays Nov. 210 Dec. 7
SPECIAL  Froo Saturday Night Accommaodation in Toronto
FEATURE] otthoHoword Johnson prior 1o departure.

& 3 WOODSIDE.

A

TRAVEL SERVICES
- AN 660 Ouslletta » Windsor
__,_@ 313-964-3500

ina, steam &
Water exercises
= Loola Body Rub

Evory callar will recsive
a [ros valuabls calorle &
nutrition calculator plus.
» . Information about
HARBOR/ISLAND SPA's
2 DAYS FREE

a3 Gii)c—a-_wk; ”

EE!"
Aoom Ralo Includes

The RESORT
ktall party

*Tno tannis

* Laf (amali chargs)

* iwimming poola
fve cable and HBO

* (ay and evening
&lviiles: dance
casew, bingo, dinner|
dnsing & shows, full
ahedule of evants

‘Stayss Dec. 208h: Our Holiday & Nésw Yea's Gift To You'

Includes:

The 10-Day Week

for the price of a 4 night cruise.

+ 4 night crulse« 3 nights at Disney Hotel
+ 3 day pass to Maglc Kingdom & Epcot» 2 Nights
at Oceanfront Hotel« Car Rental

From 3495 por pauson i wfamrllz" Pla‘r:.'O NLY *340 per posan

Scottie fravel

277-3800

' SAVE 15% 10'60%

Join ...

HOTLINE HOLIDAYS
TRAVELQUEST

HOTLINE HOLIDAYS acts a3 a clearinghousa for saveeal Tour QOperalors,
Charter Alrlines & Cruiso Lines. IF YOU CAN TRAVEL ON SHORT NOTICE
(booking 3 days 10 8 wooks prior to doparture) you can save anywhero lcom
15% to 60% of ratal) ratos. You'll sail the sameo ctulsoahips, stay In the samo
hotals, and ba troated Just the same as the full paying pasaongars,

DISCOUNT
TRAVEL CLUB

(Lasi checkiin day

3r1PERSON FREE" -

T OR CHILD IN ROO! EARLY RELEIVATIONS PLEASE

Call now for law rates andirformation

LiM

. {1-800-772-7246)

On Biscsyne Bay Botween

i " *14 day minimur Last check 1 lay Dec. 41h
.. Miami & Mtaml Beach

- **10day mintmum stay. Poolaide Lanal or Jwiront Towsr Sulte,

Based In Michlgan,
HOTLINE HOLIDAYSITRAVELQUEST,
offars mare sunshine destinations
with conveniont Dotrolt dapartures,

Send your chock, monoy order, or card numbar In the amount of $25.00 for
8 1 yoar momborship per household to: HOTLINE HOLIDAYS,
Hwy, #105, MI 48075, Or, calt {313) 357-5840.




