Saving energy saves state business

By Penny Wright
speclal writer

Michlgan's economlce future Is
linked to the amount of cnergy com-
mercial and industrial enterprises
consume, says Doug Ross, director
of the Michigan Department of Com-
merce,

“Michigan 1s in a life and death
struggle for econemle survival in
world markets,” Ross told a gather-
ing of energy professlonals in Ann

Arbor last week.

“Encrgy use In businesses of all
sizes will determine whether the
state can stay competitive.”

ROSS, A Southfleld resident and
former state senator from Oakland
County, clted the machlne tool indus-
try as a situation In which energy
costs Influence the state's competi-
tive position,

“We

tems to the polnt where we can pro-
duce customized products and meet
quality standards. We could be
wealthler than before,

*The trouble is the Japanese and
western Europeans have also found
thls new technology.”

ROSS NOTED that by uslng less
energy for industrial and commer-
ctal operations, Michigan products

ly priced with

have -
ing and Information processing sys-

can stay
other countries.

“When we campare the energy
costs of our Itallan, German, and
Japanese competitors, we flnd thelr
cost per unit of energy Is higher, but
they use less units."”

Ross aald businesses must develop
a new sense of urgeney about energy
costs,

“Too many people in the state
think we are in good shape encrgy-
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could be out of the competition if we
fall to find ways of using energy
more efflclently,” he said,

THE COMMERCE Department's
focus In the coming months will be
(o alert businesses and manufactur-
ers about the urgency of reduclng

wise, We are golng to stay peti:
tlye worldwide by

energy. In three to flve years we

energy usage, sald Ross.
Plans for the coming year may In- :
clude P to help . ——
less  small f ers reduce opera-  Doug Ross
ting costs. keep state competitive
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