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Oakland board OKs $13.6 million jail bid

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

County Exccutive Danjel T. Mur-
phy falled to talk the Qakland Coun-
ty Board of Commissloners out of
spending $15 million on a new 244-
bed jall.

“It was awkward — coming at the
11th hour,” sald Commissioncr
Ralph Nelson, R-Rochester, of Mur-
phy’s $8.6 million, lower-sccurity al-
ternatlve.

“I'm very disappointed we've gat-
ten to this point before this alterna-
tive was presented,” sald Commis-
sioner Roy Rewaold, R-Rochester.

That seemed to sum up the mood
of even Murphy's Republican sup-
porters in the flnance commiltee
Thursday. That night the full board

Ing Co. of Novi. Thet
cost will be for architect’s fees.

Construction Is expected to take
two years. Money wlll come from
the county’'s 1987-91 capltal lm-
provement budget,

of the

JAIL EXPANSION is part of the
price Qaklund must pay to satisly a
1981 U.S. District Court consent
Jjudgment in a suit brought by prison-
ers who complalned of avercrowding
and inadequate facilitles.

Alrcady the state’s second-largest
county has spent $8 milllon on plans,
a pre-trlal services program, legal
fees for the Sherlff’s Department, re-
novatlons to two bulldings for wom-
en, a new roof for the present 1972
Jall and transporting excess prison-
crs lo the Washtenaw and Allegan

‘We have been studying the jail
population and have found that 44
percent of the inmates stay less than
24 hours in the jail. A large portion can
be classified to be housed in the work
release or trusty camp.’’

— Daniel T. Murphy
Oakiland County executive

ers are high In numbers hut lnw in
the numbers of beds requlred.”
“On our worst day we need 136 ad-
ditlonal beds,” sald Toplwalla, com-
+paring that to the 244 beds a new jail
‘'would provide. “The total system
" overcrowding on its worst day [s be-
tween 6 and B percent.”

CENTRAL POINT of thelr case
against the architect's $13.6 milllon
proposal Is that the “at risk” popula-
tlon populnllon is projected to de-
cline 9 percent over the next 20
years, "The population s agling.
‘There are fewer young, rlsky prison-

he would veto the contract.

That appeared unltkely, given the
board's virtually unanimous approv-
al and commissloners’ nervousness

MURPHY AND Shan Topiwalla,
dircctor of computer services, ar-
gued that the high level of security
in a conventlonal jail isn't necessary

ers,” sald Toplwalla.

The exccutive suggested udding a
second floor to the present jail, pro-
viding 192 addiltanal cells at a cost

room — will be shared,” Topiwalla
added.

SHERIFF JOKN Nichols faicly

exploded at the idea of reclasslfying

prisoners for the trusty camp.
“Reclassifying is the job of the

sherlff, not a computer,” Nichols

said, alming a derisive barb at To-, .

plwalla's job,

Commissioners of both partles

gave o list of objectlons to the exceu-  *

tive’s plan:

® Republicans Anne Hobart and
Richard Kuhn, both of Waterford,
said earlier studles showed it wasn't
feasible to bulld a second foor.
James Doyon, D-Madison Helghts,
satd the state of the art in jall build-
tng had changcd and likened a sec-

about wanting to satlsfy the court
judgment. It would take 18 votes to
override a veto.

ond floor to “'putting a carrler deck
on a battleshlp,”
. Ovcrbulld\ng didn’t bother

for many priseners.

“We have becn studying the jail
population and have found that 44
percent of the Inmates stay less than
24 hours in the jail,” Murphy satd.

“A large portlon can be classificd
ll to be housed in the work release or

« trusty camp,” he sald, polnting to the
non-dangerous 24 percent who are
booked for drunk driving.

“A slgoificant fInding Is that con-
ccivably many don't nced housing
beyond the hotding cell. Drunk driv-
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of $7.5 mlllion. A 200-bed addition to
the trusty camp would cost $1'mll-
lon.

“A large portlon of this (main jail)
group can be classlfled to be houscd
In the work releac or trusty camp,”
he sald.

Setting asldc the $13.6 milllon new
Jall plan and adopting the $8.6 mil-
llon alternatives would save $5 mil-
lion, they concluded. *“Operating
costs of thls alternative will be Jess  Inflated once detailed plans were
than the current proposal because made and Inflation’s Impact felt.
many of the service functlions — & They felt population growth
kitchen, readlng room, medical v.ould hnlp i} the jall.

gave 24-0 approval (o a $13.6 millivn

crunt es jails,
general contract to DeMarla Build-

Murphy declined (o say whether

we can rent It out. That's not money
down the tubes,” she said.
 Demacrat Alex Perinoff of
Southfleld called the executive’s $§
milllon savings “conjectural. We
have a hard bld {from DeMarta) of
$13.6 million,” he sald, adding that
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" BEDROOMS, GAME TABLES&CHAIRS OCCASIONAL

“ TABLES, LAMPS ETC. SUCH FAMOUS MAKERS AS"
HENREDON, HICKORY, KAY LYN; HEKMAN, BERNHARDT;
FANCHER; SIMMONS, CHAIHCRAFT AND MANY OTHERS,
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DON’T BE FOOLED BY
LOW LOSS-LEADER PRICES...

Nowadays, everybody is offering “THE
LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN™ on Cellular Car
Telephones. So who really offers you the
best deal?

At MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS, you'll
find the latest, top-of-the-line Cellular Car
Phones at prices that are comparable to
most of those other guy’s deals; but, after
the price, you get more with us. Full service
performed right in our Southfield location
by professionals. Full warranties, and
everything you need to use your phone the
day we install it. And don’t forget, we carry
only the latest in Cellular Car Phones. Like
the GENERAL ELECTRIC 2500 CARFONE
featuring HANDS-FREE operation.

! RENTAL AND CATERING
COMPLETE PARTY RENTALS & SUPPLIES
1048 N. WOODWARD AVE.

ROYAL OAK « 543-9150
Monday-Saturday 9:00-6:00 p.m.

THE ALL-IN-ONE
PARTY PEOPLE!

RENTAL

« Table linens

PARTY PLANNERS
by experienced staff
« Tables

« Wedding » Office party . i . 10RE!
For a limited time only, the discriminating . . . Chairs And MUCH MORE!
Cellular Car Phone buyer can enjoy the GE Banquet Holiday event
2500 for just
CATERING PARTY SUPPLIES

» 22 years food experience

Whether it's a simple hors d’oeuvres
buffet or else an elegant sit-down dinner.

« Floral
+ Pilates, cups,
napkins, ete.

« Decorations

month Pgeed
por « Invitations

on approved credit O N

95

» Clowns » Magicians
« Bands » Specialty Acts

29
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MEMBER OF AMERICAN RENTAL ASSOCIATION

Hobart. “If we have vacant space, *

Murphy's $8.6 milllon idca could be -



