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Feds stick to national, not local, econ

By Tim Richard
Rich Perlberg
stolf writers

Federal cconomic policy will be
made with national data, despite
wide dlfferences between such re-
glons as the “sun belt," “rust belt”
and “Appalachln.”

“The 12 Federal Reserve branch
banks do n great deal of reglonal
analysis,” sald Dr. Beryl Sprinkel,
chairman of President Reagan's
Councll of Economle Advisers.

But the federal g s top

come a3 the measure for certaln pro-
grams, then you ought to look at the
cost of living in a state,” Levin sald,
That cost is much higher in Michigan
and New York than [n Mississlppi or
West Virglata. Thus, a Michiganian
with a higher dollar Income may be
In worse shape than a N
with a lower Income.

facturing, were suffering double-dl-
gt unemployment rates and state
defleits while “sun belt” states were
exploding with private wealth and
state surpluses,

In the post-World War II era, the
southeastern states llmped along

lly an

glving a negative connotation to

Sprinkel was interviewed after he  such terms as “Appalachia” and the

spoke Monday to the Economic Club  “boll weevl! belt.”

of Detroit. Sprinkel, a conservative Republi-
Levin was Interviewed by staff  can from the University of Chicago

members of Observer & Eccentric  school of monetary economlsts, and

cconomist said he works almost en-

tirely with natlonwide gross national

g:nduct, Income and employment
ata.

US. SEN. Carl Levin, D-Mich.,
thinks more emphasis should be
placed on avallnble reglonal data,

“When you look at per-caplta in-

In thelr Bir Levin, one of the Scnate’s most ltber.
al Democrats, agreed that plenty of
reglonal data is available,

Sprinkel added that the U.S. Com-
merce Department 1ssucs industry
statistics.

THEY STRONGLY dlsagreed,
however, on how the federal govern-
ment should renct to General Mo-

office,

THE QUESTION of reglonal data
was ralsed because Mlchigan is refa-
tlvely prosperous while oil and coal
states such as Texas and Wyoming
are In deep recesslons.

In 1982 the Great Lakes states,
with thelr heavy reliance on manu-
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tors’ announcement that it wili shut
down nine plants and lay off 27,000
workers — 17,450 In Michigan — In
the next three years.

“A dlsservice to the Amcrican
people,” Sprinke) sald of trade barr!.
er measures belng pushed by Demo«
crats In Congress. He argued Lhat
consumers would bo hurt more by
higher prices than workers would be

helped by trade barriers,
He twltted Democrats by noting
that Republicans in 1952 the

Hawley-Smoat tarlfl, “which result-
ed n enormous retaliation around
the world. It was a major contribu-
tor to the Great Depression.”

OF THE GM layoffs, Sprinkel sald
that the Ameriean economy, under
Reagan, had created 208,000 new
jobs in & single month va, one-tenth
os many that would be lost at GM
over a perlod of years.
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omics:

Countering the argument that
many new jobs are In fast-food
chalns at minimum wages, Sprinkel
sald, “The real standard of living has
gone up, It's wrong to argue that ser-
vice Jobs are all low-pay and manu-
facturing Jobs are high pay,” citing
bankers and news people as belng In
service industries” :

Sprinkel, who earned hls doctorate
from the University of Chlcago, was
executive vice president and econo-
mist at Harrls Trust and Savings
Bank in Chicago when the Reagan
administration tapped him for public
service, He was undersecretary of

ry for monetary affairs until
April of 1985, when Reagan made

LEVIN, A second-term senator,
called the GM announcement “a
heavy doso of bad news.”

But he pointed out that the na-
tion's No. 1 automaker is investing
heavily In new plants and jobs, add-
ing, “I can't take just this onc plece
of the picturc and say that’s the
whole album.”

He sald Senate Democrats would
aim thelr trade bill at “countries

Beryl W, Sprinkel
“no™ to protectionism
which discriminate against us,” no-

tably Japan, and promised to “pro-
tect my auto workers,"

Computer class on Saturdays

A final class in operating the IBM
personal computer will be offered
before the holldnys by Oakland Uni-
verslty's Division of Continulng Edu-

Use of floppy disk and print
Lotus 1-2-3, word processing and PC-
File ITT wlll be taught. Tultlon is $98.
Reglstratlon Information ls avall-
catlon. able from OU at 370-3120. 3

It will taught from 9 a.m. to noon No previous experience s re- -~
on four Saturdays from Nov. 22 to qulred, but famlllarity with a key

13, board is helpful. R
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