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?:Iigh school athletics can be valuable

- Lynne Cohn {8 @ sophomore at
North Farmington High School

i!y Lynne Cohn
spoclal welter

Japanese teenagers attend school
slx days a week, only to study aca-
demic subjects, There are no school
sports, no cheerleaders, no Booster
Club, no physlcal educallon classes.
Rather, they do all these extra activ.
itles on their own time. Could this
method work in Michigan?

David Finney, department head of

history, said North Farmington High
School ““does not nced athletics. We
are a very academic school, Howeve
er, sports keep many klds In school.”
. Norman Dickson, assistant princi-
pal, sald he fecls the same way.
However, !f we are to have athletles,
it Is better to have more. For exam-
ple, North Farmington has a fresh-
,man, junlor varsity and varslty foot-
-ball team. This gives lots of students
.@ chance to play, he sald.
72" we are to have sports,” he sald,
think all the sports need the
“Booster Club to back them up, and
“the students to cheer them on, in-
:stead of just notlelng boys basketball
‘and football. Everyone and every
sport needs to be equal.”

Christlne Hosman, teacher of
first-and third-year French, said she
feels sports add splrit and fun to

North, She sald she belleves uppere

classmen need to moke freshmen
fecl more comfortable and included.

1t is definltely o competitlve at-
mosphere, but that can be very
healthy,

THE STUDENTS, obviously, love
the part that the athletlc program at
Nerth plays. Halls and lockers are
always colorfully decorated with
brown and gold “Go North!" posters,
which liven up the atmosphere.

At (his point, North is definltely
not aiming toward downplaying
sports programs. All-academic high
schools will do much better In Japan.
Sports are one of the best things at
North. Go Ralders!) g

One of the major concerns for atu-
dents wnd teachers alike at North

at the minlmum. They {eel more of
everything could definitely be added.

ONE REQUIREMENT that was
alightly controverslal was physical
education. Students felt that if gym
was required, it should be offered as
2 pass/fall class. That would give
less athletic . inclined students a
chance to pass the class without af-
fecting thelr grade point average. -

Some students felt that gym
should not be required, but as every-
one can always use exerclse,
thought did not go over well. Howev-
er, tho major concern at North s
thot the gym classes are graded on
ability rather than cffort.

Liz Greenberg, sophomore,
brought up a good point that since
classes are ol‘(crcd as

are the
Along with this, of course, comes
currlenlum.

In order to graduate, a student
must complete two semesters of
physical education, one semester of
health and swimming, 5.5 semesters
of history, six semesters of English,
two semesters of sclence (although
this changed for the class of 1990 on-
ward to two years) and four semes-
ters of math, Let's see what the peo-
ple involved had to say about this.

Surprisingly, the majority of stu-
dents, plus the faculty and adminls-
tration Interviewed, agreed that
North's graduatlon requirements are

regular and

50 should gym — f It lsn't offered
pass/iall — because “some students
just do not excel in sports.”

Also 2 upon was the Idea
that a swimming competency test
should be offered on the first day of
swimming to sce who really knows
how to swim. Then, those students
could beneflt more in a lifesaving
type of class.

Dr. Dickson, asslstant princlpal,
said, “the only problem with this is
that North Is 2 small school, with
only one speciallzed swimming
teacher, Irv Horwltz, If such a class
were to be added to our curriculum,

we would need to hire another teach-
cr, which we cannot do.”

In the math department, the atu-
dents were not satisfied. Helene
Bordman, junior, said, “This is my
sccond year with the same teacher. 1
don't think this is very good because
1 only learn one person's ideas, hab-
its and ways.”

MRS, HOSMAN, teacher of firat-
and third-year French, sald with the
math requirement, part of it should
include some sort of computer
course. Other than that, most stu-
dents just hang in there. .

QOne favorite among the students is

The English department is phe-
nomenal at North. Blll Neuschafer,
sentor, reports, “I really think AP
English is excellent, I loved British
Lit"

Students take more English class-
cs at North than any other class.
However, they stitl wish for more
time to take more classes,

WHICH BRINGS us to the popular
{dea of a seven-hour school day In-
stead of slx. The faculty and admin-
Istration strongly support this [dea.
Most of the students ngree. The sev-
en-hour day would glve more optlons
and less time. *How many

language, They all agreed that at
least one year of a language should
be required. Also, the students felt
that AP French and Spanish should
be offered to those students who do
cxceptionally well.

Mrs. Hosman clarifled this by say-
Ing, “We are trying to Incorporate
AP French and Spanish for next year
due to the fact that Incoming fresh-
men may already have had one year
of either language.”

The one department that everyone
loves is the history department. The
reason for this is that history teach-
ers enjoy what they teach, Mr, Fin-
ney, department head, “Studenis
benefit from good teachers who en-
foy what they teach, I try o give
cvery history teacher at lcast one
class that they love.”

times can you drlil the verb avoir?”
sald Mrs, Hosman,
North also has a wide range of

electives. Each student has special
Interests, and if enough students
wanted @ new class, it would bo
done. This was done with the psy.
chology course Just a fcw years ago.

‘The one comment about any addi-
tion to Norih's currleulum was from
Dr. Dickson. He sald, “The schools
need to offer everything classteai be-
cause klds are surrounded by every-
thing modern. Things in danger of
extinctlon need to be kept allve in
the schools.”

Over-all, students and faculty
altke are extremely satlstled with
North Farmington academically.
There arec many strong student-
teacher relationshlps because the
studenis want lo learn, ‘and they
reach out to the teachers.
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THIS COULD
BE YOUR

Come visit us during out apeclal Open

!o

CHRISTMAS
TREE!

VILLAGE SWEETS ‘N TREATS

Northvitle's Gourmet Country Store
—Featuring Superior Brand Coffee—

: Hand dl;jpod chocolate, Penny Cand{. Teas, Splces,
Maple Syrup, Unusual Gifts .

124 N. Center Sueet

Northville, Michigan 48167 313-349-4477

How can a multiple car family
- minimize insurance costs?

No problem.

Auto-Owners glves familics with two or moré cars a reduced insurance
rate. That makes thelr exceptional auto coverage and claims service
even more attractive. .

So if you're o multiple car famlly trying to minimize Insurance costs -
call your “no problem” Auto-Owners agent and find out how thls
discount ¢an be *“no problem" for you.

: i ;

- =4 (Auto-Oroners Insurance,

K Thehb Roblem frople-
Frank Hand

Insurance Agency
20783 Farmington Rd.
Farmington» §78-1177

\ GAS LINE ANTI-FREEZE ;
Helps Prevent
Winter Freeze Up

' 31.;61.00.

plres 11/27/86 b

WINDSHIELD WASHER
>\ SOLVENT

Protects to 25°
Below Zero

89°....

Explras 11/27/88 ) o e e m e

|- VIRGINA STEDMAN & SONS
Auto Supply
“The Originals Stedmans Are Back"”

30747 W, 10 Mile 476'0400

East of Orchard Lake Rd.

Same Quality Care

Same demlnn, Same Ownership,
# THE @HDBEY ——HARSTYLNG=
& Now doing the nowoat '4 OFF
onxymo sorvice ANY SERVICE

50 (New
Bt ey Call fof appoioiment

Toratir Lt
353-2890

House Weekend November 22nd and
23rd and registes to win this luzurious
6ua.foot-tall tree odorned with beautiful
Hallmark Keepsake Ornuments. It's a
$500 retall valuet And there are 3o many
other colosful, exciting delights for
Cheistmas 1986 to 1ift the apirits. Don't
mise the fun!
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. BASELINE DISCOUNT DRUGS . 474-2700."
. (_33579.P.'\f|'i|_'3,“d-' vonia.. ATFi;_\fle‘s:rq.Nno.w:

g for a tailoring
shop?
Walght walchors or moticulous
draasers, Lepham’s has a complete
sliaration depastmant roady 10 Borve
You. pmmfnnmg; for bo(;\ man and
woman.
LAPHAM'S .
120 E. Maln, Northville

Lookin:

- ;
o
“hildren’s
Open Thurs. & Fri, 9to8
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sal. 8-8

YOUR UNWANTED
" HAIR IS GONE -

~Lose 2-12 inches"
. Permanently
n Just 60 Minutes.

or
Muscle Stimulus

T ntroductory Ofter

ION $48 OFF (vincoupon
10:4,m9¢lf§a¢ﬁ;mw E e sopyron

it

Yo il ope Tl
level in just urs.
Guaranteed’

At Sylvan Learning Centers we help students catch up, then move
. ead by stressing the basles. Qur learning programs feature:
*» A fuil range of tenching alds,
Including computers
« Enrichment programs

Sidsvanaal

« Complete diagnostic testing
« Individual instruction in reading

and maf
« Positive relnforeement and
rewards for success

anﬁa/ux') chlthen’s dentistry
Aoesn't Have

to te expensive

“i knew my children should have specialized care.
but | didn't think we could afford it. At the

SPECIAL OFFER
INCLUDES
* Exam-Evaluation
Cleaning-Fluoride
4 Diagnostlc X-Rays

ATOenIOlnunonce sMOGICOd  «MIDAP

PO. New Pafionts Oty
HCE o A% Thard porty Co-paymentt « VISA Mastercard

Otfor gaod with s o0 caly

Derital Cénter

16177 Orchard Lake R.» West Bloomii(d; Mi 48033 855.6613 B:30-5:00 MF .

REG. $3190 ’ ' -
NOW 3159
e«

|~ e

* BLACK & WHITE IN-STOCK
* OTHER COLORS AVAILABLE
e OTTOMANS

sherwad studios

Professional Interlor Deslgners
Tel-Twelve Mall « 12 Mile & Telegraph « Southfield k
Dally 10-9 # Sunday 12-5 ¢ 354.9060 ! '

CHAIR

REG $1990

NOow
$995

LOVESEAT
REG, $2590
Now

i $1295




