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Policy or ordinance?
Hills seeking stronger open space rules

By Joanne Mallszowskl
ataff wrller

‘Tougher Farmington Hills regula-

Concerns by developers and some
councll members Monday prompted
yot another review of a proposed
open space complellon ordlnance.
Councilman Terry Sever, who op-

adoption of the clty’s open
space policy In August, also opposed
the review,

With the help of interested de-
will

While adminlstrators are review-
ing the proposcd ordinance, the
city’s open space policy will remaln
in cffect. The policy requires de-

cscrow deposit to ensure improve-
ments are completed.

The new policy and proposed ordi-
nance represent a crackdown on de-
velopers and completion of open
spaces in new nelghborhoods. The
tough restriclions came in response
to problems and controversy In the
past year over open spaces that were

velopers, clty
study the proposed ordinance —
based on the open space palley —
and return to councll with a report
within 30 days, Clty Manager Wil-
llam Coslick sald.
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STITCH CREATIVELY

\

the popular Christma:
stockings. Or choos!
country deslgns,

SEE THE ASSOCIATED TALENT CANVAS NEEDLEPOINT

SHOW, NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 22, BIRMINGHAM
Find a wealth of stitching Ideas for the holldays and all year long. Work
s bear motil inlo charming ornaments or personalized
o from a selection of tradlitlonal florals and unusual
sultable for trays, pillows and unique decoralive

st tang past the estab-
lished deadline.

REGULATIONS TREAT open
spaces as any other subdlvision fm-
pravements, such as water and sew-
er lines, which are required In the
subdlvision platting process.

Both the 3-month-old open space
policy and a slmliar proposed ordi-
nance came under {irc Monday by
developers and builders,

“We arc agalnst the ordinance. We
feel the best approach at thls time is
to rewrite the polley,” developer Pe-
ter Burton satd.

Notably, developers took excep-
tlon to the requirements that open

crow deposits must equal 150 per-
cent of the estimated cost of eom-

yelopers told council that strlct reg-
ulations will hamper creative devele
opment and protection of the land's
fealures. Copper Creek will be be-

Burton’s attorney, James Glnn,
told councll that the proposed ordi-
nance and strlet provisions of the
city's existing policy ‘“‘will

HOME DELIVERY SERVICE tions for subdivislon open space  velopers to complote open spacesbe-  tween 12 and 13 Mile, Haggerty and  discourage just the kind of develop-
Newsstand . . . . por copy, 25¢ completion are golng back to the fore the flfth bullding permit Is is-  Halsted roads. . ment this community has been In the
Carrler . . . . . monthly, $2.00 drawing board — ageln. sued. It also requires a 150-percent  Burton's forefront of »

for example, featurcs an 82.acre
golf course, Under the clty's open
space pollcy and proposed ordl-
nante, Lhe course must be completed
before the fifth bullding permit is is.
sued, Burton has planned to bulld the
development In stages.

“1t (proposed ordinance) wIll
discourage developers from plan-
ning open spaces,” Yackness said.

Because the larger planned resl-
dentlal developments are bullt in
phases — generally because of eco-
nomle reasons — open space com-
pletion should follow the same pat-
tern, Yackness sald.

The costs of completing an open
space would be prohibltlve, particu-
larly when the rest of the develop-
ment Is being bullt in phases, Yack.
ness sald.

Farmington Rldge subdivision de-
veloper Barry Stuhlberg agreed.

“There are certain open space im-
provements that should go In flrst,
some improvements that should go
in later on,” he sald.

‘The sirict regulatlons, he contin-
ued, wlll only provide Increased
costs for the developer and, in turn,
for the hame buyer.

With a state statute that provides
for subdivision open space cample-
tion, as well as varlous clty ordl-
nances and policies, the proposcd or~
dinance only adds to the “regutation
merry-go-round,” Ginn said.

Planned resldentlal developments,
In particular, should be provided lat-
itude because of the unique charac-
ter of the land, deslgn and slze of
such developments, A policy, rather
than an ordinance, would provide
1atitude and flexibility for both de-
velopers and the city, Ginn added.

THE CITY can ensure timely apen
space completion “‘by a well-written
policy. [ strongly urge you to refer
the matter back {o the city manager
nn?] clty attorney for reviston,” Ginn
said.

Though most councll members
agreed that the prapoesed ordinance
use floe-tuning, some

division i3 completed and occupied
would be warthless, Bm‘ildcs possible

mons areas
Developers also prefer a city poll-
cy rather than an ordinance to
govern completion.
A policy would allow both the clty

“and devetopers flexibllity, depending

on the characterlstles of each subdi-
vision, espeelally the planned resi-

USING BURTON'S proposed 300-
acre Copper Creck planned residen-

would sulfer '!'rnmrilack of use simply
because there would be no residents
to use it, Stuhlberg said.

THE SAME holds true for waik-
ways, which, if Installed from the
outset, would probably be damaged
as grading and construction contin.

developers sald,
“There i3 ne provision in this ordl-
nance for that aspect” Yackness

into an ordlnance.

Councilwoman Joan Dudley, who
origlnally requested an ordinance,
maintained her position.

“We need an ordinance. We need
the force of law. There is flexibility,
This councll should ultimately have
the decislon,” she sald,

Mayor Joe Alkateeb disagreed.

“1 believe If we pass an ordinance,

' Join s o @ spcial cay of e S el e
fun and Christmas cheer. 6247 In concrete,” which are difflcult to The only way to avold these prob- community” he sald, adding he
L/;; change, sald irv Yackness of the loms and (la ﬁml&luerm ':m} open p;clerxn policy that offers flexIbill-
RIS Southeastern M . spaces cost-effectlve for developers Y.
SR so:m:;:,s'.cm fichlgan Bullders As- 375 provide for staged completlon,  Costick promised he wlli remain

“open-minded” in the epen space re-
view. But he told council he prefers
an ordinance beeause it is easier to

.
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Coupon Explres Sunday, 11-15-86
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“Completely finished

Coupon Expires Sunday, 11-15-86

Every displayad waterbod includes frame, quallty top seam mattress,
Joraturo . llner and {lil kit. Drawer pedestals and padded side rails additional.
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’s Largest NEW SUPER STOR
e 29493 W, 7 MILE AT MIDDLEBELT

Coupon Expires Sunday.,
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U.L. rated heater (with
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crealions, All handpalnted on Zwelgart mono canvas and stlich counted
for stitching ease and exactness. Prices range from $10 to $100.

Jacobson's

Store for tha Home, Bl
We welcoma Jacobson’s Charge Card or The Amorican Express® Card.
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