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Detroit muscle
a true challenge
to Hawks mettle

By Chrla McCosky
statl writer

Farmington Harrison's task this
Saturday in the Class B reglonal
finals is simple: knock down a moun-
tain, halt a raging river and freeze a
blrd In flight.

OK, so we've cxaggerated a little.
But consider what Harrlson is up
against as it prepares to battie the
Detroit Northern footbali team at
1:30 p.m. Saturday at Westland John
Gleon.

e The mountain. Northern's of-
fensive and defenslve line averages
nearly 240 pounds, The three players
that make up the right side of the
line welgh 270, 250 and 245. The line
{s anchored by all-PSL star Yancy
Adolphus, who is 62, 250 and bench
presses 350 pounds. Harrlson's larg-
est llneman weighs 190. In pads.

e The raging river, Northern run-
ning back Arthur Mltchell. He has
gained 842 yards this scason in just
142 carrics. He has accumvlated
mare than 2,500 yards In his carcer.
He is fast and powerful. He rages on
defense, (oo, He made 72 solo tackles
this scason.

@ The bird In flight. This s North-
ern's passing game. Marco Honey Is
the quarterback with a surprisingly
strong and accurate arm. Alvin
Buckley and Delius Morris arc the
fieet-footed recelvers.

AS IF ALL that lalent weren't
enough, Northern is well coached
and plays a very dlsciplined game.

“We try to be discipilned In every-
thing we do," sald Northern coach
John Dean, probably the most re-
spected coach In the PSL. “Maybe
we arc a little teo disciplined some-
tlmes. But we belleve in people
belng where they are supposed to be
and playing football the way it was
meant to be played. We don't do any
wlldcatting. We just play football.”

About hls team's slze advantage
coming into Saturday's game, Dean
sald: “Yes, they probably won't be as
big as we are, But in my league, you
can’t beat anybody with little folks.
We go up agalnst kids 6-6, 290 — all

o time.”

Schwedt

By Chris McCoaky
stalf writes

Farmington Harrison's “Fordson
kid” knows all about pressure. He
has faced it, responded to it, thrived
on It all season,

The Fordson kid s the young man
Harrison coach John Herrington re-
lies on to make his defense work.
The Fordson kid is the young man
who will have his hands full trying to
stop a powerful Petroit Northern of-
fense n the Class B reglonal foothall
champlonship Saturday at Westland
John Glenn.

“Gary Schwedt has been playlng
great football for us, especially the
Tast three or four wecks,” Herring-
ton safd of his Fordson kld. “He will
be cruclal for us Salurday. With
Northern's big offensive llne, we
don't expect our down lnemen to
make many stops. It's golng to be up
to the linebackers to step up and
make the plays.”

Herrington says that cenfidently;
he has placed that burden on hls line.
backers al} season and Schwedt and
Jack Funkhouser have responded
like champions,

Sehwedt, a 6-0, 190-pound senior,
has earned the reputation as Harrl-
son's big-play man on the defense,
For example, he came up with the
key fumble recovery against Rlver-
view last week stopping the Plrates
four yards shy of a TD.

“WE CALL him our Fordson kid,"”
Herrlngton sald. “He hits like a
Dearborn Fordson-style player,
Hard.”

Schwedt is anxiously looklng for-
ward to Saturday's challenge.

“I think the whole team is a little
psyched after our poor game last
weck,” ho safd, “I think we kind of
let down a little, Wo should have
played a lot better,”

He Is also aware of the difficulty
of his task Saturday.

“They have a lot of blg guys. We
have to use our quickness,” Schwedt
sald. "My job s to get by thelr big
guys and stuff Mitchell” Arthur
Mitchell is Northern’s all-PSL run-
ning back.
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Sald Harrlson coach John Herring-

ton: “There isn't much you can do (to
e slze di

The problem is, they wlll tine up real
tight, almost foot to foot, and it's
hard to shool through. We've never
really played anyone as blg. We
scrimmaged U-D In the fall, They
were just as big and we had some
suceess, but this Is a whole lot differ-
cnt, We will try to usc our quickness
as much as possible. We wlil try to
control the line of scrlmmage, not
get blawn off, s0 that our llncbackers
can have o chance to get at the
backs."

DON'T GET the idea that North-
ern expects to walk all over the
Hawks. Dean has a deep respect for
Harrison and Herrington.

“They are tough,” he sald after
watching the Hawks play Riverview
last Saturday, “I thought they came
off the ball well, they can run that
power-] well when they have to, they
throw the ball very well and their
linebackers are tough. And I liked
the characier they showed once they
got behind, They dldn't panle; they
Just went 1o work.”

And dow't get the idea that Harri-
son will be intimidated by Northern.

“Oh, 1o, Our klds believe they can
win and we belleve we can win,”
Herrington sald. “We will have to
play a lot better than we did against
Riverview, though. We really
blistercd our kids for what we
thought was less than a total effort
in last week's game. And we just told
them, ‘Hey, unless you want to be
playing basketball on Monday you
better get it together rlght now.”

Scott Biasell was a workhorse

urday. Hls main emphasis may be on defense this week
against a strong Detroit Northern team.

Surprisingly, Dean cxpects a de-
fensive struggle on Saturday.

“They have a good defense and we
like to think we do also,” he said.
“Offenslvely, we just have to take
advantage of what happens - 9%
percent of the time these games are
decided on who takes the best care
of the football.”

- Hawks’ hit man

Qary Schwaodt is called Harrison’s “Fordson kid" becauso of
his penchant for making jarring tacklos.

scason for the Harrlson defense. It
gave up 28 points in 1t season open-
er to West Bloomficld, then closed
the doors on its opponents the rest of

iC way.

““The blggest change was our attl-
tude,” Schwedt sald. “Coach talked
to us a lot about being tenaclous.
And that’s the way we atarted play-
ing. That first game, I think we were
just wide-cyed. We went in there
thinking e would win just because
we were Harrison, We found out It

i

decsn't work that way.”

Schwedt will have an extra
motlvating factor working for him
Saturday, Although he's had offers
from several small colleges, he may
not contlnue playing foatball alter
high school,

“The most important thing is to
get a good educatlon,” he sald.

Slnce he may nat play ball in col-
lege, he will be doing hls darndest to
extend his high school career on Sat-
urday.

s C.J.
Risak

sport {s the perfeet teacher

for the young, The best team
doesn't always win, the game lsn't
always decided in the playing arce-
na, and outstanding effort isn't ale
ways enough for the scoreboard.

High school athletes, take note:
Your parents know this. So do your
coaches. They know what's at stake
at stale tournament time. It's no
secret, They'd llke to make you un-
derstand the savage consequences
of history.

Ten years from now, when you
run fnto an old chum and high
school memorles start flowing,
then you'll understand. Your buddy
wltl remember you lost in the state
playoffs, He won't remember why.
You will, Like it was yesterday,

History can bend somewhat lo
the will of memory, but facts can-
not be changed. Who won and who
lost are facts. Why a team lost Is
an excuse, and — no matter how
accurate ~ excuses become more
fecble with age.

Parenis and coaches want you to
understand this so you won't have
any cxcuses, Excuses lead to re-
gret. So concentrate on the imme-
diate task, don’t allow outside pres-
sures to Interfere, glve an honest
all-out cffort, and then, whatever
story the scorchoard tells, you'l
know you've succeeded. -

No regrets.

TISN'TFAIR.
Llfe's breaks can be dev-

TISN'T FAIR.
I Life, I mean. Which is why
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on offense for Harrison last Sat-

astating. Ask John Gelmisl,
the star forward for School-
craft College’s soccer team. He
was one of the state’s top high
school players at Livonta Steven-
son, He knew the power of defeat;
in his senjor season at Stevenson,
he was hurt in the Class A final
against Troy Athens. Athens won.
Gelmisi saw a good SC team suf-
fer defeat in the NJCAA Inter-re-

John Dean summed up Saturday’s
game well when he sald: “I would re-
ally like for it to be a great football
game. The hardest thing when you
have two excellent teams like Harri-
son and Northern Is that one has to
lose this early in the tournament, It
almost seems 1lke this game should
be played in the semiflnals or
flnals.”

lessons through life|

gional finals last year. Like mnnyi :

of his teammates, that's why he re-
turned to SC for a second season.
He thirsted for revenge,

Now that thirst will go un-
quenched. In a conference playoll
mateh last Saturday, Gelmisi burst
through the Macomb CC defense on
a breakaway, He had to be stopped.
He was — with a viclous slide tack-
1e that ended hls season.

On Sunday, Gelmisl underwent
surgery. His rlght ankle was bro-
ken in two places, A metal plate

weas Inserted with screws to ald the (-

heallng. He'll spend elght weeks on
crutches, The plate will remaln a
minlmum of four months.

“It will be hard to replace John-
ny,” was SC coach Van Dimltrlou’s
reaction, And yet, it may be harder
for Gelmisl to replace what might
have been his. .

When a star player goes down,
the team suffers. SC's chance to
win this weekend in the Inter-re-
gicnal have decreased sharply. But
what about the star?

For his part, Gelmist Is handling
his flrst major sports injury well.
“] just can't worry about It" he
sald of the season that ended — for
him — In one cheap tackle, “It's
over. 1 fust have to go en {rom
here.”

There’s more, though, Gelmisi
was hoping to land a scholarshlp to

a four-year college. Soccer scholar- {.

shlps are rave. A good performance
In the NJCAA tournament would
have showcased his talents.

“Now, I won't get any exposure
to go anywhere clse,” he admitted.
Such a serious injury further hind-
ers his chances,

And yet, Gelmish is determined
to play soccer ageln, probably at
Michigan State. "I'd just want to
play to see if I could,” he sald.

Ironically, his Injury might nev-
«or have happened were It not for an
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LOW LOSS-LEADER

Nowadays, everybody Is offering “THE .
LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN" on Cellular Car
Telephones. So who really offers you the
best deal?

At MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS, you'll
find the latest, top-of-the-line Cellular Car
Phones at prices that are comparable to
most of those other guy's deals; but, after
the price, you get more with us. Full service
performed right in our Southtield location
by professionals. Full warranties, and
everything you need to use your phone the
day we Install it. And don't forget, we carry
only the latest in Cellular Car Phones. Like
the GENERAL ELECTRIC 2500 CARFONE
featuring HANDS-FREE operation,

For a limited time only, the discriminating

Cellular Car Phone buyer can enjoy the GE
2500 for just

29
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