" By C.J. Rlsak
slaff writer

Vengenncn serves some as a rea-
son for living, For Schooleraft Col-
lege's men's soccer team, it's been
the motive for playlng.

All season long, the Ocelots have
pushed and prodded themselves and
cach other, with one goal in mind:
the Inter-regional tournament and a
rematceh with Lewls and Clark CC.

1t was a year ago that SC met L&C
in the Inter-reglopal flnals at Du-
page College in Glen Ellyn, Iil. The
Ocelots qualified for the tournament
by going unbeaten in the Eastern
Conference. In (heir first Inter-re-

glonal game, they blasted Bethany
Lutheran {Mankato, Mlnn.,} 6.2,

But L&C, from Godfrey, IIl,, gave
them a rude jolt. SC fell behind
qulckly by a 2-0 count, then battled

. back to tie it 2-2 at the hall.

BUT IT was just before halftime
that coach Van Dimitriou reallzed
what his team lacked. Defender
Scolt Stelncr was the victim of a vi-
clous slide tackle. He contlnued to
play, but his effectiveness was min-
Imized. SC lost 4-2.

“Last year in my final notes I
wrote, ‘We've got to play more phys-
ical,’ " recalied Dimitriou.

The Ocelots have strived to do just
that. It showed In Saturday’s 1-0

Ocelot kickers seek NJCAA t

Schoolcraft
sporis

playoff win over Macomb CC, a vie-
tory that carned them thelr third-
straight conference title and a berth
in the Inter-reglonal, Two MCC play-
ers were red-carded (efected), and
another got a yellow card (warning).

“We don't have a small team,”
sald Dimitriou. “We can play physl-
cal, no question about it.”

If there Is a question mark «<on-
cerning the Ocelots, its goal-scoring.

Pioneers gain Division |l

By C.J. Rieak
stotf writer

‘Without questlon, Oakland Univer-
slty’s soccer team struggled often
this season. Thelr goalkeeper quit
before the first game and they had to
refill that and six other starting posl-
tions.

The magnitude of the task was ap-
parent as the Pioneers struggled to a
5-4-2 record with two-thirds of the
scason completed, Finlshing with a
winning record would be a chal-
lenge. As for the NCAA Division II
playoffs — forget it.

. “A month ago, our chances seemed
pretly sllm,” sald OU coach Gary
Parsons. *But we finlshed strong.”

That brlef description of the
Pioncers’ stretch run doesn’t do it
Justlce. In their final cight games,
they went 6-1-1, with thelr only loss
coming at Akron University, a na-
tionally ranked Division I team.

WHEN OU BATTLED back with
two sccond-half goals by Ender fbi-
soglu to edge Central Michigan 2-1 In
its regular-scasen fInale Friday, the
team got Its reward: a chance to

play again.

The Pioncers were chosen as the
No. 3 seed in the Central Reglon for
the Divislon I tournament. They
will host No. 2 seed Lock Haven
{Penn.) at 1 p.m. Saturday.

The winner of Saturday’s contest
wlill go agalnst the region's No, 1
team, Gannon University. GU was
ranked No. 1 natlonally until losing
to Davls and Elkins Sunday. The
Knlghts are now ranked fourth. LHU
Is cighth In the Divislon I rankings
and OU is 10th.

“I know they're a quality team,”
was Parsons’ description of LHU,
which won the Pennsylvania Athletic
Conference champlionship with a 2-1
win over East Stroudsburg Sunday
and flnished the season at 14-2-3.
There was little else Parsons could
add, not having scen the team play
this scason.

BUT HE DID know why OU was
glven a berth In the playoffs after
posting an 11-5-3 record.

“1 think there were two things,”
the Ploneer coach sald. “First was
the fact that our schedule was onc of
the strongest in the nation, and [t
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In their last three conference games,
they scored just two goals, And to
make matters worse, top forward
John Gelmisl suffercd a broken an-
kle In the opening minutes of Satur-
day's game and is out.

To try and make up for Gelmisl’s
chnsiderable talents, Dimitriou will
put Rick Hamers, normally a half-
back, at forward. And that [sn't the
only change he Is planning.

DESPITE THEIR problems scor-
ing goals, Dlmiltrlou is more con-
cerned with defensc, SC will use a

H (Steiner), two
{Todd Ericson and Anwar Yaffal}
and two stoppers (D.J. Ward and

spot

the LHU match: First, forward

Simen Mayo is out with a broken

foot. The injury is actually an old

one, a stress fracture that wasn't di-

agnosed properly.
Scc

certainly was Lhe toughest in thls re-
glon. And second was the way we
finlshed, golng 8-1-1 through one of
the most dlfficult parts of our sea-
son.”

The key weekend for OU was a
road trlp Nov. 1-2 to Davis and El-
kins and Alderson-Broaddus. There
was llttle hope the Pioncers could
succecd agajnst two of the top teams
In their respective divislons, but they
collected a win and a tle. Over thelr
last five games they were 4-0-1.

“We necded to finlsh the season
without a loss after we were beaten
by Akron and we did,” sald Parsons.
“We proved to a lot of people we
were one of the toughest teams in
the cauntry.”

50 OU HAS proved It deserved a
spot in the playofis. The questlon
now Is, how far can the Ploncers
streteh thelr season?

Two problems confront them for

Former area star lighting up the lvy

Cralg Morton contitues to set the
Dartmouth College athletle commu-
nlty on lts ear,

The Plymouth Salem graduate
and former Plymouth-Canton Qb-
server Athlete of the Year Is rewrit-
Ing the foothall record books at
Dartmouth In his first season of var-
sity play.

In Dartmouth’s 41-0 win agalnst
Columbla, Morten caught three pass-
es for 158 yards, One of the recep-
tions was for 98 yards and a touch-

down — that broke a 51-year schoot
record for longest pass catch.

1t was Morton's eighth TD catch of
the season, which tles a schoos
record. On the scason, he has caught
33 passes for 881 yards. That's an
average of 26.7 yards per catch.

In just eight games, Morton is sev-
enth among Dartmouth’s career
teaders In reception yardage. And
the 981 yards in a season is third
best in the school's history. He needs
154 more to break the single-season
record.
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Morton haso't let gridiron success
damage his academic record, elther.
He carries & 3.22 grade point aver-
age at the Ivy League school. He has
won a spot on the Distrlct I academ-

ond, Erlk Enyedy
got a red card In the CMU game,
which means he must sit out this
match. Parsons wanted to shift
Enyedy to the front linc to fill In for
Mayo, Now Dale Hinrfcksen, just re-
turning from a broken foot, will
shore up the midfleld and Tom Dulf
will substitute at forward.

Such problems make OU's assign-
ment that much tougher, But there
are two factors in the Ploncers' fa-
vor: They've never lost an NCAA
playofl game at home (they're 2:0),
and they have never lost (o LHU {in
three games). They're hopeful those
streaks remaln intact.

“We're very young and we have
some injurles,” sald Parsons. “But
the guys are playlng well right now
and they have a lot of {alth In them-
sclves. To the players' credlt, they
came together and turned the season
arqund.”

This wlll be OU's fourth trlp to the
playoffs in flve years.

League

te all-America team and is a leading
candldate for national academic ail-
America honors.

Dartmouth {s 2-6 this scason.

. — Chris McCosky
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Kevin Kurakowski). Jeff Vakratsis
wlll be In goal.

Mlke Murphy, who s just returns
ing from a knee Injury, Joe Mase,
Jim Morcau and possibly Bobby
Neumann wlli share the halfback
slots. Neumann wlll also play left
wing, with Bllly “White Shoes”
Trombley at right wing. Brett Mur.
phy and Gene Pulice will also get in
plenty of playing time at forward,

SC will have to be clicking on all
cylinders (o get by L&C. The two
teams meet in a first-round game at
1 p.m, {Central Standard Time) Sat-
urday at Dupage. The winner plays
In the championship match at 11
am. (CST) Sunday, against the
Bethany Lutheran-Triton (Il.) vie-

tor.

“1 would say that's the best thing
that could have happened,” Dimi-
triou said of playlng L&C in the flrst
round. “I'd vather play them while
we're n good physical condltion,
‘Then we have no excuses.”

L&C is ranked seventh in the
NJCAA, 5C s 15th, The Inter-reglon-
al champlon quallfles for the cight-
team NJCAA tournament Nov. 26-29
at Mercer CC in Trenton, NJ.

“THIS 1S the type of oppostion

{FRO

ourney berth

where you have to play defense,”
said Dimltriow, "If we get a lead,
Rick (Hamers) will come back to
halfback and we'll go with our defens
sive lineup.”

Last year SC depeaded more on
speed and finesse, This year thé
Ocelots can adjust te any type of
game, Dimitriou belleves.

But over the flnal few weeks of
the season SC didn’t play any type of
game loo well. The Ocelots strugs
gled. '

“What was happening was the
wins were coming too eastly for us,”
safd Dimitriou, “There was a lack of
Intensity — untll we lost.” N

That loss — 1.0 to Cuyahoga
Metro CC — “made us realize we're
human and we'd better put out a lit:
tle more,” sald Dimitriou., “It caused
ug to re-cvaluate our lotal goal.” - -

That didn’t take much review.
Winning the Inter-reglonal has been
the No. 1 object since pre-season
practice.

“We have a number (nlne of 18) of
second year players out there,” sald
Dimitriou. “That’s what's been driv.
ing them all season.” :

And where will that determination
drive them? The Ocelats are hoplng
the trip won't end untl) Nov. 29, ~
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