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ORE THAN 14,000 Amish
live in the heart of what
Is called Pennsylvania

Dutch Counly, and theit
towns — Mt. Joy and Bird-In-Hand
.= are as qualnt and colorful as they
sound.

The Amish are classlfied nto two
groups known informally as “plain”
and “fancy.”" The “plain” make up
the Old Order Amish, strictly adher-
ing to rellgious rules. The other
group — Mennonites, Moravians and
Lutherans — make up the “fancy,”
or more worldly sect.

Visitors to thls scenle area of
Pennsylvania wlli notice an absence
of utllity lines and telephonc poles,
s the Amish do not use automobiles,
telephones, televislons, radlos, or
any other electrical appliances be-
catse it is against their religlous be-

ofs.

Yet they survive, and very well,
using horses and buggies,
waterwheels and propane gas for
power, along with plaln sweat and
muscle to thl thelr rich farmlands,

THE AMISH dress differently, too,
Once married, the men do not shave;
women wear the same clothing worn
generations ago; and buttons, buc-
kles and belts are forbldden on trou-
sers or other clothing.

Though this may sound strange,
it's understandable, The Amish don’t
want to resemble the milltary with
unlforms sporting blg brass buttons,
belts and buckles because the milic
tary had persecuted them in Evrope.

‘The Amish and more liberal Men-
nonites in Lancaster County share a
common background originating in
Switzerland during the h

[/
d’r' Wintar,

on frony 12 Am

Travolling through the Amish country offeras ample opportunities
for a relaxing look at a simpler socioty.

| Amish country
Visitors to Pennsylvania get a closelook at religious society

resembling the Rhine area they had
Ieft, they applied their agricuitural
skills, becoming self-sufficient.

THE AMISH HAVE large familics
and strong family tles. Thelr chil-

_dren lcarn to help tend the farm at

an carly age and attend one-room
parochial schools through clghth
grade, where they're taught baslc
readlng, writing and arithmetic
skills as well as three tanguages —
the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect, Ger-
man for the 16th century hymns used
In religlous services, and English as
part of thelr formal education.

Though the Amish do not worship
In separate church structures, they
do take turns worshipplng in each
other's houses every other Sunday,

There ls no doubt they do things
differently, work hard, and are a re-
liglous people, but they also take
time for fun and enjoy the frults of
their labor and llfe — especlally at
Christmas when .they extend their
perlod of joy by celebrating two days
instead of one.

Christmas is different In other
ways lor the Amish. Unllke most
Amerleans today, they don't put up
Christmas trces or wait for Santa
Claus. They do mot give thelr chil-
dren stereos or computers for the
hollday,

INSTEAD, EACH child recelves
one ar two simple glfts placed beside
individual dishes filled with candy
and nuts, to be opened on Christmas
day.

Parents also exchange glfts, but
only those considered practlcal, such
as a new chalr or candles, The rest
of the day is spent quletly readlng
from the Blble or walking in the
woods before enjoylng a simple meal

of ham, mashed potatoes, vegeta-
bles, homemade bread and pre-
serves.

On December 26, known as the
Second Christmas, the Amish visit
and feast with other famlly mem-
bers, gatherlng at the Lame of either
the husband or wlle's parents.

Accordlng to the Amish, thls See.
ond Christmas Is “a noisy day, one to
be spent with the family, and a hap-
py one in which we are thankful for
what we recefve.”

STOP AT the tourist bureau at the
Route 30 bypass in Lancaster to
watch a 36-minute film that gets Into
the heart of local heritage, culture
and daily life. You can then opt to
take a two- or four-hour motorconch
tour of the area; suitable tours are
oftered by Conestoga Tours, 825 E.
Chestnut, Lancaster, and Brunswick

. Tours, P.O. Box 4302, Lancaster,

Bath Include a drive through
farmlands, a stop at a working Am-
ish farm, a visit to a farmers’ mar-
ket, and a look at how Pennsylvanla
Dutch foods are prepared.

For cxplorlng on your own, an ex-
cellent autotape tour is avallable de-
scribing points of Interest in the
area, Tapes can be rented for $8.50
cach at many of the attractions, or
ordered from CClnc., P.O. Box 385,
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 for $11.70.

IT WON'T take leng before you
sce one of the locals riding his horse-
drawn carrioge down the highway
alongslde lush, neat farms and flelds
of wheat, corn, alialfa and tobaceo.
QOne of your first stops in this beautl-
fu) area should be the Amish Farm
and Housc on Route 30, an operating
replica of an Old Order Amish farm
in the nineteenth century.

Or, for a look at a 200-year-old
house and farm occupied by Amish
farmers, visit the Amish Homestead
at 2034 Lincoln Highway East In
Lancaster.

Other exccllent attractions in-
clude these places {which have ad-
mission charges):

® The People’s Place on Route
340 In Intercourse, where the life-
style and bellefs of the Amish and
d on

Schogy B Oten oo

ksmith can be observed at lh;:rr.

Cornwall ) 24
rooms with omate fireplaces and a
greenhouse. Tours Include formal
tasting of wine made from grapes
grown on the cstate and events are
scheduled throughout the year. Open
Monday through Saturday.

o Rock Ford Plantation on Rock -

Ford Road, in Lancaster is the well.
preserved home of physiclan, soldier
and politician Edward Hand, best
known as General George Washing-

people are p
{ilm and displays, along with sam-
ples of their arts and crafts, Numer-
ous gifts and food shops are In the
surrounding villnge.

e Donegal Mills Plantation on
Trout Run Road in Mt. Joy is an au-
thentlc restoration of iife in rural
18th and 18th century America, re-
fleeted in the mill, miller's house,
bake house and manslon. Open Tues-
day though Sunday.

® Ephrata Clolster at 632 W.
Main Street, Ephrata, a cluster of
buildings dating from 1732 when a
Protestant communal soclety was
founded by Conrad Belssel, a Ger-
man Pletist mystic, offers tours by
costumed guides through the bulld-
ings, {llustrating the austere simplic-
ity of these people's unique lfe style.
Open Tuesday through Sunday.

® Hans Herr House, at 1848 Hans
Herr Drive, In the town of Willow
Street, is an outstanding cxa'mple of

authentieally restored. The oldest
house in the county, it was bullt for
Hans Herr, Blshop of the Meanonlte
Community established in 1710.
Closed Sundays.

@ Mount Hope Estate & Winery
on Route 72 in Cornwall, offers tours
through this beautlful manslon buflt
in 1789 by Henry Bates Grubb, a

century, Fleeing religious persecu-
tlon in Europe, they came to William
Pean's newly settled land of free-
dom, Pennsylvanla.

Here, quickly adapting to Lancas-
ter County’s rich, fertlle land,
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RECOMMENDED SPA PACKAGE

‘Niagara Falls

Winter Festival
Of Lights
Dee. 13 & 14
Marvel at the Spectac-
ular Lighting Displays
and Enjoy a Host of
Special Activities and

Events.
Only '39 Por Person
Rescrve Toduy
Space is Limited

'352-0572

Chuck Randoiph

27 Yravel a Tours

Harrod’s Annusl Skopping Sales

{10% discoxtnt Cartificats svailable)

Vislt Wedgewand Factory & Sivet Vavlts
A duy at Sothabys & Christies Avctian housex,
Two Theatra Ticksts

Sevsn Nights at Portman Intac-Continental Hatel
Round-trip Jet trensportation from Oewrcit on
Brltish Airways .

All transfars, porterags, hotal and airpont taxes.
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{313) 845.5050
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"'A Unigue Shopping Trip"’
January 7-15, 1887
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{ 1+'s Harbor Istand Spa’s 2 Day Give-a-way’!

2 DAYS FREE!

e Every
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xarcise & Yopa classes
8 for mon & women

Welght 1oss plans

3aune, steam & faclal

Water oxarcisos

* Loota Body Rub

Room Rats lacludes
The RESORT

» Cockiall party

caller will recelve
a free, valuable calorle &
‘nutriion calculator plus
Information about ;
HARBOR ISLAND SPA'S
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ctivities: dance
classas, blngo, dinner
dancing & ahows, (ull
schedule of ovenls

FREE:

Starts Dec. 208k Our Holiday & New Years Gift val’o:f

“uthe 3rd PERSON

ADULT OR CHILD IN ROO.

Call now for low rat 1
SPA-SLI
(14800-772-7548) .
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FREE

ARLY RESERVATIONS PLEASE
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10 DAYS/6 PORTS

AR AN CRUSE = CRUISE IN LUXURY

@\W
S

on the Fabulous
Sitmar Cruise Lines
NEW FAIRSKY!

Discounted Group Rates

from$1,735
10 Day/6 Port Cruise
Leaves Feb, 1, 1986
HURRY — CALL

375-1070
2935 Walton Blvd.

ton's y War adjutant
general, The home dates to 1792 and
tours are given by costumed guldes.
Open Tuesday through Sunday.

® Wheatland at 1120 Marictta

crafts and during holidoys, speeial
events are planned.
1f you'd like to put your taste buds
to work and learn how some prod-
ucts are made, Peansylvanta Duteh
Country Is the place to be. At 7
Bube's Brewery and Catacombs, you
can see a brewery that was built be-
fore the Civil War.
The museum, located below
und in natural catacombs, offers
visltors a look at the original vats
and wooden casks used In beer-mak-
Ing over 100 years ago. It's located
at 102 N, Market St., Mt. Joy, and is
open dally May through October,
other times by appeintment.
A

Avenue In Lancaster is cont.

Tours of the home,
American Empire and Victorian
style, are given by costumed guldes.
The mansion served as the residence
of James Buchanan, 15th Presldent
of the United States. Open April
through November daily and for a
few days in December, B

‘ Mill Bridge Village on S. Ronks
Road in Strasburg, is a recreated vil-
lage centered around Lancaster
County's longest covered bridge and
the 250-year-old John Herr’s MllL A
broommaker, candlemaker and

AT IN'S Bakery, visitors
walk on a specially designed, en-
closed overhead catwalk to view the
complete process of pretzel making
at the world's largest pretzel bakery. .

Open Monday through Friday at’
2062 O1d Philadelphia Pike, Lancas-
ter. Free.

I you go, contact the Pennsylva-
nla Dulch Visitors Bureau, 1799
Hempstead Road, Lancaster, PA
17601 or call (717) 299-8901, for a
Iree map and brochure of attractlons
and hotels. -

Hotels

r_ll" adams, lincoln, & weodward
-1} fravel sewvice

“-"
Airlines Call 313-646-5800
Travel Insurance
1157 5. Adams, Birmingham, M| 48011

Cars
Cruises

Rochester

In ardar. Lot AAA Travol

Howallan istands
7 Nights In Walkikl
trom $559*
through Dec. 17, 1986.
1887 prices from $639*

Latitude
Adjustment.

Daily routing got you down? Had it up to hare wilh gra) skies, snow
b!oworsy andwing chyimjac\ms? Sounds like a littte "latiude adjustment” is
oNCy arrangs ] "
place in the sun. Wo could chango yout whole atlitude toward winler.
Grand Caymon Ialond Floridn Alr Chartars

7 Nights lrom $3992

Dec, 19 through

Aprll 17 doparturas.

JURT et

sedsct

0 a special irip to your lavarite

Round trip alr faro
Irom $129.
Dac. 19 through
Apr. 26, 1987
departures.
and accommodallans,

N double occupancy.
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