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ca’s most-famous primitivist, Anna
Mary

“THERE'S NO hidden message [n
anything I paint,” sald Moses, in

HE “CANVAS" is a plece of

masenlte 14-by-21 Inches.

The subject s a 18th-cen-

tury (raveling clrcus, set

up In a New England meadow. Col-

ors arc kaleldoscoplc olls, bright and

Intense. The style is simple, straight-
forward, aimost child-tlke.

‘Though just a bit more detalled, a

In fact, “Clreus in a Meadow™ I3 a
Moses palnting. But it wasn't done
by the legendary New England artlst
who first won acclalm for her work
in the 19403, when she was over 80.

Instead it's the work of her great-
grandson, Wil Moses, a tall, amlable
3 |

shade more complex, it fs
remlnlscent of the work of Amerl-

ld, whose p
would do any New Englander proud.

d recently at The Print Gal-
lery to kick off an cxhibit of his new-
cst works. “There's nothing hard to
understand. After you buy one of my
palntings, you don’t have to have an
cxpert come and (el you what
you've bought. What you sce is what
you get, and that's really all there Is
to it. You elther like it, or you don't.

Like his great-grandmother,
Moses Is largely self-tavght. “I palnt.

T ) A

1 paint some more. Then I palnt
some more,” he sald. “With me, it's
just 2 matter of learnlng by doing.
T've never 'studled art’ In any formal
way, and I've never taught it. I al-
ways hated school. Too headstrong, 1
guess,”

MOSES BEGAN HIS art education
in his grandfather's studlo at the
family home In upstate New York,
where Grandma Moses did many of
her famous paintings, and where
Will Moses lives and works today.

“My grandfather, Forrest Moses,
was alse a professional painter and,
especlally In the wintertime, my
cousins and I would go to his studio
where he'd glve us some paints to
work with and o board to palnt on,
and encourage us to paint. I was
about 4, 1 think, when 1 started doing

that,

“We painted In the style he paint-
od In, because that's what we had as
an example. And hls style was very
similar to hls mother's.

“I suppose you can call it primi-
tive art, naive art, folk art, if you
want to put a label on it. It falls in
there somewhere probably. But 1
don't really know how to describe it.
Put It this way: You'll know it when
you see It. There's just sort of that
“look" toit.”

Hls grandfather gave Will Moses a
start In palnting in more ways than
one, actually.

When Will was around 12, Forrest
Moses began Including one of grand-
son's in the sale cach time

he sold a palnting of his own. It ac-
qualnted art collectors wlth the work
of young Will and helped to open
some doors in the art world when he
began making the rounds a few
years later, shortly after his high
schoal graduation.

HIS FIRST SHOW was at a small
gallery In Rome, N. Y., when he was
13, and he's been paloting profes-
sionally ever since, supporting him-
self and hls famlly solely through hls
art. A good deal of hls success he at-

out, I knew (hat I had a choice of
tiving, In a cold-water flat some-
where, or living 1lke normat people.

“I didn't want to be a starving art-
ist, llving in a cold-water flat — that
just never appealed to me in the
Ieast. So I knew when I atarted out
with this, that if X dldn't make it, I'd
go on to something else, But 1 was
golng to glve this my very best shot,
And that's what 1 dld.”

So far it's working out rather nlce-
ly.-Today the origlnal palntings of
Will Moses go for anywhere from
$825-$5,000, with Hmited edition
lithogeaphs at around $10D each: His
work hangs in the White House and
the State of New York Muscum, Is
included in private and corporate
colleetions in the U.S,, Canada, Eu-
rope and the Middle East, and is also
a part of the permanent collection at
the Smithsonian Institute,

All of his palntings deplct the area
near the Vermont border where Will
Moses grew up (known to many now
as “Moses Country”}), with its gently
rolling foothills, (raditional white
farmhouses, and colorful red barns.

MOSES DOES NOT paint contem-
porary seenes, "I try to reflect times
that have gone by,” he says, “sim-
pler times, happler times. I paint
Inrgely by imagining (hings, not
looking at things. .

“Lots of times, a subject of a
painting will be an fdea that some-
body has given me. Other times, I
might arhass a lot of old postcards,
or photographs and articles from old
newspapers and go on from there.

Titles beneath the paiatings on
display at The Print Gallery suggest
the kinds of scenes Moses favors:
“Skaters' Moon,” “Wintertime
Farm," “Alring the Qulits,” “Plgs on
the Loose,” “Clder Mill,* “Sugar
Bush” and “Catch the Christmas
Turkey."

dma’ rubbed off on Will Moses

s no calncldence that some of
Moses' wark Is a blt remindful of
Currler & Ives wintertlme scencs.
His favorlte artlst, he says, is a lit-
tle-known American painter named
George Durrle. Nlcknamed, “The
Snowman,” Durrle was o master of
the winter scenes produced by the
world-famous lithographing flrm.

When he's not palnting, Moses and
hls wife, Sharon, work at restoring
the family farmhouse, and have re-
cenlly begun Irying thoir hand at
raising Scotch Highland cattle,

A “gentleman farmer,” Moses is
quick to palnt out that “the pajnting
supports the cattle-raising,” not the
other way around. The couple are
also kept busy with new son, Jerry,
and arc working to convert a barn
out back of the farmhouse into a new
studio for Moses who has, up until
now, worked In the sunrcom of the
175.year-old family home.

WHAT' IN THE future for Wil
Moses?

“My primary goal right now is to
get that barn finished and converted
to a studlo. As far as the palnting
goes, T really don't know where it's
golng to take me. My goal ail along
hag been to make a llving at this
thing I do. I’s still my goal.”

“The appeal of WIlI Moses® paint-
ings lles largely with the kinds of
scenes he paints,” said Diane Take-
slan of The Print Gallery. “He shows
us a happler time in Amerlean life.
Nothing Is hurried, and from our
hurrled pace, it's almost Jike we can
step into these scenes and relax.
Also, he shows us real places —
places he's famlliar with Inside and
out, because he has his baslc roots
there."

The Will Moses cxhiblt will contin-
ue at The Print Gallery, 20203
Northwestern Hlghway, through
mid-December.

‘There’s no hidden mesgsage in
anything I paint. . . After you
buy one of my paintings, you
don’t have to have an expert
come and tell you what you've
bought.’

tributes to the conslstent appeal of
the easy-te-comprchend, easy-to-en-
Joy Moses style.

He clalms he's never scriously
entertained thoughts of weorklng in
any other style. Simply put, he says,
the reasons for that have been large-
1y monctary.

— Wilt Moses

JEARY 20LYNSKY/sto!i photographer

*I have n mortgage, a family nﬁd
bills to pay, Just like everybody
clse,” he sald, “When I first started
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Artist Will Moses poscs with two of his pictures: at
“Slaughtering Hoga.”
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SOUTHFIELD
Sninaing contempatary 4 bedroom beick ranch, 3% baths, unique
goutmet kitchea, spacious family room with complimentary built-
int, prafessionally decorated, lovely window treaiments and magnit-
cent Iandscaping. $172,500 (1-29%) 8312303

. LAREFRONT CONTEMPORARY S .
Tais home was feacured in BETTER HOMES and GARDENS mag: B :

arine and is located on HOLLY LAKE in Farminglon Hills. This :

award-wianet offees 4,006 1q. fi, of luxury and festures s ONE OF A .

KIND mastee bedeoom suite. Must be seen to be appreciated. Call

Today! $198,000 (PR296) 3576700

If you'iapite rollve inan &
offering the very best - i
Glea Oaks, and seek refu,
luxory. - .

MAGNIFICENT 1912 ESTATE

L : o FARMINGTON HILLS CONDO
“This expansive 4300 3q, {¢, quality built home fearutes, beamed ceils 43100 Twelve Oaks Crescent Location, conveaieace, peice and style..ahe perfect blead for a great
inged living room, formal dining rooe with buili-in china cabinet, (Across (rom Twelve Oaks Mall) | lifestyte, This 2 bedroom, 2 bath ground level unit end unit has &
five bedeooms, 3 full plus % bath, newly decorated with sumetous 115 wilk-out 16 8 lovely couttyard, aeutrsl tones, renafs coutt, pool and

improvements, $159,000 (R30} 347-2000 much more, $74,900 (F+305) 831-2303

. BEVERLY HILLS CHARMER
3 bedroom brick ranch, 2 baths, updated kischen. Famastic rec
200m with 4th bedroom on lower tevel. 2V4 car garage, Deck, nice-
iy menicured lawn, Supesb ares, Movedin condiifon. $113,900
(L161) $40-6777

19961 CHERRY HILL « SOUTHEIELD
South of 13 Mile/East of Evergeecn. LAND CONTRACT TERMS!!
Custom bujlt ranch WITH ALL THE EXTRAS! Large famlly roam
with fireplace, central air, diniog room, besutiful rec room, s~
tached garage and clrcle drive. DRING OFFERSI! $105,000
{CH-199) 9376700
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