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Judges, state elected officials up for raises

By Roboccn Haynos
statf wrltor

she will send a lellcr to the compen-
sation “I'm golng to ask

The State Officers Compensatlon
Cammlssion is again consldering pay
raises for state clecled officlals and
a spokesman sald the commission

. wants comments from the public be-
fore any declsions are made.

The commission will conduct a
public hearing at 7 p.m. Wednesday
in the Law Bullding Auditorivm,
Capitel Complex, Lansing.

*This commisslon Is placing a spe-
clal Ilmportance on public nput,”
said Edmund Perkowskl, exccutive
assistant to SOCC. Its hearing has
been widely advertlsed,

“They really are representlag the
will of the people, and If they don't
hear from them, it makes it rather
difficult to make a declslon.”

The commission meets every
other year and thls year wlll deter-
mine salaries for 1987 and 1988. A
flnal decislon and recommendation
must be sent to the state Legislature
by Dec. 31

WHATEVER SALARY figure the
compensatlon commisslon decldes
on for state supreme court justices
will determine the salaries of almost
all judges in Oakland County and
will affect, to some degree, the coun-
ty and local budgets.

“There's a rippling elfect,” says
QOakland County Commissioner Mar-
ilynn Gosling.

By taw, the salaries of clrcuit, pro-
bate and distrlet court judges sala-
tles are pegged to the salary of Su-
preme Court Justlees.

Comments should be addressed to
Edmund Purkowskl State Offlcers

them to glve to the ef-
fect on local jurlsdictions,” she sald.
Presently Supreme Court jusilces
are pald $81,400 with circult judges
pegged at 92 percent of that and pro-
bate and distrlet judges pegged at 88
percent of the justice salarles.

Although the state pays the bulk of
all judges' salarles, locol jurisdic-
tlons do contribute a portion.

CURRENT SALARIES for top
clected offlclals are:

® Governar, $85,000.

® Llcutenant governor, $58,850.

# State leglslatar, $36,520.

Supptemental salarles for leglsla-
tors include: $18,000 for Lhe speaker
of the House; $18,000 for the Senate
majority leader; $14,000 for the Sen-
ate and House minority leaders;
$7,500 for the Senate and House ma-
Jority floor leaders; $6,000 for the
Senate and Housc minorlty floor
leaders; and $3,000 for the Scnate
and House Appropriations Commit-
tee chairs,

The compensation commisalon’s
declsion will take effect Jan, 1. The
state Leglslature has until Feb, 1 ac-
copt or refect It. The Legislature has
never rejected the compensation
commisslon recommendations.

1t a recommendatlon should be re-
Jected, state officlals would be paid
at their current rate for the next two
years, until the commisslon is sched-
uled to meet again.

THOSE WHO can't'be In Lanslng
for the hearlng may telephone or
wrlie by Dec. 3 to have thelr opln-
I by the

Gosling, R. Hills, said

Depart-
mum of Civil Servlcu, Lewis Cass
Building, Lansing, Mlch. 48509,

Before the hearlng, the commis-
sion wlil lsten to governmental offl-
clals explain recommended changes
1in compensation figures.

The commlssien ulsu 'Is seheduled

granted In other states.

“Down through the years I'd say
the salarles for the state legislators
clicit the largest amount of com-
ment from the publie,” Perkowskl
said.

“These comments are usually neg-
atlve, with people saying their par-
ticutar leglslator doesn’t do anything
for them or Isn't very effective.

“The isn't deciding

to hear
on how the state is cxpcclcd to fare
financlally durlng the next two
years.

AN IN-DEPTH comparison of sal-
arles and beneflis for simitar posi-
tons In other states, the cducation
and tralning needed to perform the
job, job responsibllitics, the current
financlal condltion of the state and
the cost-of-llving are all factors that
wlll be token Into account when
making the salary recommenda-
tlons, Perkowskl sald,

“The committec hasn't given any
kind of an Indlcation yet on which
way they're leantng,” Perkowskl
sald. “What they're going to do s
anybody's guess.”

No pay Increases were granted
durlng the early 1980s when the
state was experfencing severe finan-
ciat problems. Five percent raises
were granted in 1984 and 1885,

“I'm sure they (the SOCC) will
conslder things such as General Mo-
tars’ recent cutback declslon and the

impact it'll have on the state,” he
sald.

MICHIGAN'S satarles for clected
offlelals are above the average of
other states. But that gap is closing
as large pay increases have been
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the salaries based on the person who

holds the job, They're declding based
on the job respansibillties. State leg-
Islators have a lot of responsibility
and they do things that affect all of
w5 -

A VOTER who is unhappy with
the job a lcgislator Is doing and
thinks he or she docs not deserve the
salary can usc the ballot box to aust
that person, hie sald.

“The commission has so many

things to consider, and if we keep
salaries Jow llke the public scems to
want, we really restrict the people
who are able to go for the jobs,” Per-
kowskl sald.

“Many of these positlons, suchasa
Supreme Court fustlce, are supposed
to be the crownlng achievement of
someone’s career.”

(Staff writer Tim Richard
contributed to this report).
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