Film doesn’t match novel’s scope

Although you may get your mon-
cy's worth from the De Laurentls
Entertalnment Group's lavish ¢ple,
*Tai-Pan” (R), it Is doubtful that the
produccr will ever recoup what must
have been an enormous investment.

“Tal-Pan" 15 spectacular but dis-
appointing as It fails to achleve its
lofty goal of adapting James Cla-
vell’s novel for the screen. The nov-
e!'s scope and richness provide a sto-
-y {ar too complex for a two-hour
film. The great success of Clavell's
“Shogun™ —~ hls vast narrative of
16th-century Japan ~— was, in part,
due to the considerable length of the
‘I'V miniseries. .

Of course there is always a subjec-
tlve issue when favorite or famous

Joan Chen Is May-Mny, Chinese concubine of Dick Struan,
an early British leader In China trade, played by Bryan

Brown, in “Tal-Pan.”

books are adapted for the screen. We
bemoan the fact that Hollywood
can't fllm the Images the novel atim.
ulated in our heads,

But a flim is a film and a novel is
a novel and never the twain shall
meet — at least not as exact transla-
tions of one another. A movel is
*“adapted” for Lhe sereen, not “trans-
lated,” and adaptation involves
many changes. Flimmakers face the
difflcult process of physically visual-
lzing and recording on cctlulold com-
plex Ideas and scenery Lhat are easl-
Ty described in writing.

CLAVELL'S  “Tai-Pan” paints
huge partraits of the Orient, the Opl-
um Wars and the British gunboat dl-
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the movies

plomacy, which led to the establish-
ment of Hong Kong as a Britlsh
Crown Colony in the 1840s. The Brit-
ish flag followed its traders, and
they are the centerplece of novel and

ilm.

Ditk Struan (Bryan Brown) takes
the lead In establishing British trade
with his accherival, Tyler Brock
(John Stanton), close behind. Thelr
personal and professionat rivalries

, are at the core of “Tal-Pan.”

Brock's perverted, sadistie son,
Gorth (BIll Leadbitter), eventually
wins the fricndshlp of Straun’s kind-
ly, religiovs sopn, Cullum (Tim
Gulnee), who has come out to Hong
Kong after the death of his mother
and sisters from the plague in Glas-

gow. ;

Gorth falls invlove with Brock's
doughter, Tess “'(Kyra Sedgwick),
which, qulte obvicusly, complicales
matters. What seemed quite reason.
able in the book appears contrived
onfilm. To further confuse the
scene, Dirk Struan has a son, Gardon
{Russell Wong), by a former Chinese
mistress. As well, he has a current
Chinese mlstress, May-May (Joan
Chen).

Then there’s Dirk's friend, Aristot.
le Quance (Norman Rodway), who
lives on a floating Chinese house of
prostitution, except when his wife
(Barbara Keogh) catches up with
him. The huge cast also includes the
entlre European community in Hong
Kong and large numbers of natlve
Chinese who regularly enter and
leave the narratlve.

IT TAKES the flrst 20 or 5o min-
utes to get into the flow of this com-
plex story but once you do, things
flow falrly well and the richness of
the story Is worth the effort. What
diminishes “Tal-Pan™ more than plot
compllcations are the ways in which
the film triviallzes and romanticizes

a complicated story of human greed
and passlon, .

The complex relationships among
those who love and hate Dirk Struan
are represented by banal dialogue —
Brock claims he believes in God but
Is- wllling to go to the Devll to de-
stroy his encmy,

Russell Wong's stole face as half-
Chinese son Gordon and Tim
Guinee's wimpy portrayal of son
Cultum fall completely to project
the brotherly bond between these
kalf-brothers fiereely loyal to thelr
father. Joan Chen Is attractive as
May-May and demonstrates consid-
erable acting range but generally
comes across with saccharine cute-

ness.

‘The key scene {(and fight) in which
Struan successfully transports 1.2
million British pounds in silver down
a pirate-infested river has none of
the tenslon and all of the contrived
nonsense of Hollywood fantasy. It
Jjuat dooks casy. There 15 no real cop-
flict with that boatload of easlly
dispelted pirates.

‘The Hollywood fantasy of “Tal-
Pan" {s misplaced in this historie ro-
mance and leads to an ending at
cross-purposes. The flim's style de-
mands a conventional, happy Holly-
woad canclusion. Such Is not the case
in Claveli's book. Forcing these two
opposites together in the film leads
to an inanc conclusion with all ap-
peal of a TV sit-com rerun,

BUT ALL IS not lost. The flim is
very attractive and quite pleasant to
view. The spectacular, scenic vistas
and the excellent photography (Jack
Cardiff) are worth the trip to your
local theater. The expensive locatlon
productlon In China pays off visually
as do the spectacular special effects.

Those who like flamboyant swash-
bucklers and don’t mind a falr
amount of graphic violence and nu-
dity will probably enjoy “Tal-Pan.”

clarification

Tickets for the concert by Orot
Haschuna at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at
the Jewish Communlty Center in
West Bloomt{eld are priced at $4 for
general admisslon, $2 for students
and senlors.

d by the

Jewish Welfare Federation In coop-
cration with the Jewish Community
Center. For tickets, call the center at
661-1000.

QOrot Haschuna (Lights of the
borhood) i a 13; ber sing-
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ing troupe of Isracli young people.
The members represent six of Isra-
el's Project Rencewal neighborhoods.
Project Renewal Is a multiyear ptan
to improve the llves of Israel's Im-
migrant population through a spectal
partnership with world Jewry.

Friday, Saturday or Sunday Nights
Bask in our climate ‘controlled indoor recreatlon center. it's
full of {un for the whole famlly; a heated swimming pool,
whirlpool and sauna, video games, pulting green and much
morel it's an affordable way to get away.

Packages start at only 5

for 2 Adults and up to 3 Children.

Motiday San

LIVONIA WEST
(1-275 AND SIX MILE RD.}

464-1300 or 1-800-HOLIDAY
FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION

Two of the performers are from
Ramla, Detroil’s slster clty in Isract,

Through Project Renewal, Ram-
1a's llbrary, senior cltizens center
and dental clinfe al] have been mod-
ernlzed and malntained.
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Lin Tse-Hsu (loa'lod) is the
who bana oplum trade in *Tal-Pap,* based on James Cla-
vell's International best-selling novel.

' DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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KA THANKSGIVING FF.ASTx :

533 .
2 the Hills
or at home.

Pick up a traditonat
whole turkey dinner
prepared to perfec-
tion by our catering stafl for your
enjoyment at home, Or come in with
the family and enjoy our dining reom
menu or holiday buffet. Either way,

a Bloomficld Hills tradition.

gy
Kingsley Inn

Woodward ot Long Lake Road * Bloom(ictd 111ls » 642-0100 =

=

This
Thanksgiving
Let

Make The Meal
For You To Serve
Includes:
14 Ib. Fresh Turkey» ¥ gal. giblet Gravy
Y2 gal. Mashed Potatoes= ¥z gal. Sweet Potatoes
Y2 gal, Cranberries« %2 gal. Corn
2 gal, Stuffinge 2 doz. Ralls & Butter
2 Pumpkin Ples
SERVES 10-14 $89.95°
Additlonal Portions available upon request
- ORDER MUST BE PLACED BY TUES., NOV. 25th

Order must be plcked up
before 12 p.m. Thurs., Nov, 27 DELIVERY AVAILABLE

CALL 642-1373 to order 9a.m.-9 p.m.
30100 Telegraph« North of 12 Mile

Major Credit Cards Accepted

ENJOY THE BEST‘ DRESSED BIRD IN TOWN | .
THIS THANKSGIVING (at our house OR your house)

THE HAYMARKET BUFFET

Atraditlonal Thanksghvir

11:30 AM. TO 7 P.M, $
Faast with 1ha finest hotiday 49

95 Plus Tax

A Thanksgiving ' Join us

feast thoughtfully Thanksgiving Day
prepared by our ® from 11AM to
Chef. All the tra- 8PM. Call for

ditional favorites reservations,
- right down to the
dessert!

Lot our master chofs preparo for you 10-12 Ib,
wholo roastod turkey (approx, B to 10 sarvings),
g::m:gug?tmmrz,v;mmt;‘u lo drnsglng. vogota-
3 ., whol )
(PUMPKIN 3RgMNCE PIE :ngr(‘)ts;r\m. sauee
&gm mundbolcpll‘l.?d by :donday, Novel;\dbn 2,
pam, and pl up at a pre-arran; time.
Mslor credii cards leu;lod. P 4

', { 3 flamb,
B e e baoan
ADULTS cconvinsisssssssssienes '14.85
BENIORS .coumsmmuressassense 112,95
CHILDREN UNDER 12....78.95

Resorvations Recommended 583-9000

plus tax & gratuity
$7.05 children under 12

9 WHELBTHRRE'S A NEED, THERESARAL . ] Call 583-8000
” ) THE WAY O s
16400 J. L. Hudson Drive, Southfield, Michigan 48075 Thada oy mrabrdf s - o 1455 Stephenson Hwy. nInn Troy, Michigan 48084

"-_For reservations eall 559-6500
P



