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Busnhess Watch progranm 6'rgamzed

N cordlng to Soronen, who also sits on - .

By Casey Hans
staff writer

Farmington's buslness and civic
leaders hope to “glve the message to
the bad guy to go somewhere clse,”
in the words of one official.

Department of Publle Safety olfi-
cials are jolning with members of
the Dowritown Farmington Business
Assoclation, a recently formed mer-
chants group, to begin a Business
Watch program for the city's com-
merclal base, which Includes about
260 businesses.

Armed with the Idea of helping
thelr membership during the holiday
shopping — and shoplliting — sea-

tralning to local The pro-

‘The businegses are saying ‘We’re
organized, we're trained and we’re
willing to call the police and. work

together’’
— Commander Chuck Lee
Farmington Department of Public Safety

ganlzers xnld Acconﬂnj lo Informa-
tlon from’ Lee,- resldents and bus!-
nesspeople nationally lose more than
$30 billion dollars to theft, and 33
percent of the loss is in the "business
retall sector,

Fnrmlngton'u Neighborhood |
Watch program, started three years
ago, has glven the clty a 43-percent
decrease in daytime residential bur-
glaries, Lee sald he hopes the Busl-
ness Wateh program will evcnlunlly
have a similar impact for business,

the HNls elty council.

Signs and stickers in business win-
dows will be used in the Farmington
program, similar to the Nelghbor-
hood Watch signs at subdivision en-
trances. But he sald Involvement is

-the key Lo making the slgns work.

i'tTpe signs themselves will nol
have the effect,” he sald, “Eventual-
Iy, the local hud By will know you
only have a sign.”

Lee will address a Dee. 13 DFBA

ness type, such as pharmacies, gas
stations and others that are related,

JoAnn Saroncn, executive dircctor
of the Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce and chamber
lalson to the DFBA, 3ald such a pro-
gram will be “ideal” for the city of
Farmington.

She sald merchants discussed a
watch program as the holiday season
moved closer and “there arc more
people In the store. Thelr péople will
have less time to keep an eyc on peo-
ple (shoplifters.) I would think such a

‘pen all the time,” Soronen said. “We

The city of Farminogton Hills al-
ready has a Buslness Watch program
in place, and holds periedic
workshops for local businesses, ac-

~ O&E sports...
your guide to local scores

meeting to get the program under
way in the dawntnwn Farmlngton
area. .

program will wark especiatly well In
a smaller arca.”

“INCIDENTS OBVIOUSLY hap-

thought this was of real
value we could offer.” |

She sald it also would be a boon to
tocal stores of natlenalschains, who
often cannot get involved with other
programs at the local level because
of poltey and budget problems.

This program should save locnl
businesses money, not cost them, or-

P
gram Is aimed primarily at re-
tallers, but also offers services to all
types of business,

“The bu sinesses are saying,
‘We're organized, we're tralned, and
we're wllling to call the police and
work together,'” he sald, “They're
willlng to get involved.

‘“We want to orgnnlze every busie
ness In the city.”

THE PUBLIC safety department
will offer sccurity surveys, tips on
how to open and close a business,
burglary prevention techniques and
other Information durlng training

sessions,
“It's geared toward whatever the
" Lee added.

son, DFBA members nppmnched the .
Fi

Public
Safety, which was Alrcndy working
on the Idea.

The Busziness Watch program
would be similar to the already es-
tablished Nelghborhood Watch resi-
dentlal pro,

are,"

Each business in the cny will -

recelve a letter giving information
about the Business Watch program.
Interested businesses are asked to
call Lee so a meetlng can be ar-
ranged with huslnases in their nmn.

gram.
The program would pass inf
ton l.hmy: lhe nubnc safety de-

along & nelwurk, notIIylng evcryone
Involved about potential shoplifters,
’msplclo persons, or other prob-

I’JomnundclrJc Chuck Lee of the
Farmington Depéirtment of Public
Safety is heading the clty-sponsored
‘program, which will provide on-site

Thecity is
percent partlclpaunn rate to get lhc
program under way,

Network captalns for cach of thie
groups' will be selected and wiil be
the person responsible for passing
informatlon along as it is called Into
them by the publlc safety depart-
ment. .

Lec sald businesses may be
grouped by area, and also by busi-
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