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‘preserve and relocate the house

“marks a significant end to what has
_become one of the cily's and historic-

*. district’ commisslon’s most contro-
. verslal battles to save a historic
* landmark.
%, During the more than yearlong
| , Hunt Club
" have become progressively adamant
*In wanting the house rcmoved or
torn down. Residents had made it
clear to city officials in September
_that they do not want to give up any
portion of their 30-acre commons
area for the Harger House.
. Resldents also told city offlclals
: they oppose the sale of the house to a
» private owner for restoration on site.
:The hill the Harger House sits on fs
iconsidered by resldents to be a
- prime portion of the commaons area,
¢ Resldents also told city offlcials in
* September they wanled a solution to
*the controversy and gave the city a

90-day deadline to make a declsion.

McCluskey's pro; 1 was first
made public at a clty councll spectal
study sesslon Nov. 3. AL that time,
the McCluskeys remalned unldenti-
fled because negotfations were In
progress,

BUT COSTICK was (old at the
mectlng that other residents Inter-
ested In the Harger House — partle-
ularly a young couple who wanted It
as a residence — should be offered
the same opportunity to buy the 12
Mlle city-owned property.

“It was offered to others, But no
lot fn the Hills was found to be suit-
able (to retocate the Harger House),
‘This (12 Milc) site was not deemed
residentlal,” Fox sald.

The McCluskeys, insurance agents
with offices In the Pettibone House,
plan to restore the Greek Revival
house for office use.

“f think the site we are golng to
will be nlee, sliuated next to the Pet-

tibone House,” Donald McCluskey
said. “If we do this right, the build-
ing will be here for the state's 300th
anniversary.”

The McCluskeys' interest in the
old dalry farmhouse wasn't kmmedi-
ate. Though Lynd McCluskey has al-
ways dreamed of living in'an old
house, thelr real estate scarch re-
cently has been for an offlce.

‘Though the couple was aware of

the historic house on Halsted, Donald
McCluskey said at first he didn't re-
ally consider restoring it for offices.
“We knew of the house. We lve near-
by, We always knew the house was
there, But we didn't think we could
move a siohe house.”

IT WAS Clty Assessor Dean Babb
though who convinced McCluskey to
take another look at the 2,000-
square-foot Harger House. “I went
out and checked it out again,”
McCluskey sald,

With the help of masons and car-
penters, the McCluskeys plan to

I hle the house during the

Volunteer
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when one of her daughters was'in-
volved in a serlous accldent.

While standing vigh for her
daughter, who was In an intenslve
care unit, McEvilly found herself
growlng close with other famllles
who were sharlng similar experi-
ences. “In the ICU, we became one
family.”

AS TIME passed and her daugh-
ter recuperated, McEvllly declded
she wanted to continue to help and
+| share with others. “It's amazing
* | what you can do for other people,”

-| Today, she attends meetings of
" | the Closed Head Injury Alliance as
:{a means of helping others cope as
, | well as helping them find support
+ | services,

.| As a Botsford gulld member,
+ | McEvilly spends her hours visiting
patlents, worklng n the hospital
glft shop and, once a month, - gives
communion to Catholic patients.
She has also served as the gulld's
viee president and corresponding
: | secretary and has led quite a few
+ | fund-ralsing projects.

2|  As a volunteer for St. Alexan-
+ | der's,

praised

programs, visits the sick and lonely
In their homes, drives people to
doclors' appointments and soclal
service agencics and packs food for
the poor.

But that's still not ali that McEv-
lily does with her days.

She Is also a voluntecr compan-
lon for Hosplce Support Services
offering carc to terminally HI pa-
tlents, as well ag giving support to
their familics. McEvllly also offers
her help in what Is called the 72-
hour vigll — before a terminally Jt
patlent’s death — during which she
stays with the patlent whilc family
members get some slecp.

“People are so anxious when
someonc ks dylng. Just someone to
be there with you Is a help. There Is
50 much you can offer each other,”
McEvilly said,

DESPITE 1IER work In situa-
tions that others might flod
depressing and morbld, McEvilly
says she isn't shaken in her bellef
that llfe Is good,

“I have really had a good llfe, a
happy life,” she sald. “T have five
children, I have a good family, a
good husband. We nave so many
blessings."

winter, with a goal of having it total-
1y removed from the Hunt Club com-
mons arca by May 1. The lotal
project Is expected to take 18
months to two ycars, McCluskey
sald. -

As masons disassemble the
Harger's House’s 20-inch wally, each
Indlvidual stone will be numbered so
that it can be exactly reassembled at
the new 12 Mile slte. Interfor wood-
work — Including windows and win-
dow scats, fashioned Into the stone
walls, as well as axe-hewn beams of

the foundation — wlll be removed -

and reflnished in the relocated
house.

The house is “super-lnsulated”
with interior 2 by 4s, packed with in-
sulation, air space and then stone,
MeCluskey said, Though the MeClus-
keys would not dlvulge their costs to
disassemble, move and restore the
house, they said It wlll cost more

than a new offlce. .

A replica of the original frame
will be bullt on the 12 Mile site,
whlle the exlsting frame will be do-
stroyed and the basement filled in,
AteCluskey sald,

UNDER AGREEMENT with the
Historic Distrlct Commission, the
Iascla boards — the "wide white re-
turns” that mark the truncated tri-
angles signlflcant of Greek Revival
consiruction — are also to be moved

Donald McCluskey (toft), Jean Fox and Lyan
McCluskey look at a 18th-century photo of

andg restored If necessary, Fox said,

“The home [s of unusual archltec.
ture, being erustructed of out-stone
granlte, gneiss and limestone blocks
that were f{ashloned by axe from
stone on the land of the Harger
farm,” Fox said.

The stone construction at such an
carly date in Michigan's history
makes the house significant.

“The home was built by someonc
with extenstve architectural knowl-
edge. There are quolns, such as one

alls for moving historic house

ence.

secs in English and Scottish
cathedrals, llatels over and under
the windows, and string-courses

* {raws of smaller matched cut stones)

uch as are found In the Itallan villas
of the Medicis in Florence, Italy,”
Fox said.

The house was built In 1837 for
John Dallas Harger - onc of the
area’s carliest settlers. Harger's son,
Oscar, was Farmlngton Township
supervisor In 1871, The 200-acre
dairy farm remalned In the family
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the Harger family at Thursday’s press confer-

until 1852, when It became reatal
property,

Finally, in the 1870s, the Hunt
Club subdivision was begun, With the
Harger House nearby, developers
bullt the suhdivislon and planned
commons area on & now discontin.
ued horse farm theme.

Though the McCluskeys have not
yet completed all plans, it has been
decided that disassembly and resto-
ratlon will definitely involve Noble's
Etght Mile Supply and Lahser Wood-
working, both of Farmington Hills,

School trustees adjust budget

'Thls ycar's increased enroitments,
annual insurance premium Increases
and personnel restructuring proinpt-
ed the Farmington school board lo
make several major budget ndjust-
ments Nov. 4.

The adjustments, made on a
monthly basls, are normally routine
and minlmal, according to Deputy
Michael Flanagan.

McEvllly works with feod

THINK SHARP!

BRING IN YOUR GERBER BLADES FOR SHARPENING
Thursday, November 20, 1.4 p.m., Kilchen Shop, Birmingham
Glve your Gerber Lagendary Blades the attention they deserve. Bring them
to Gerber rapresentalive Tim Putney who will be avallable, as a speclal
service, to sharpen your blades. He wlil treat them with the same care and
precision with which this superb kitchen cutlery was made. Learn proper
at-home care and sharpening techniques to protect blades for longer use.
Add to your collection by choosing from our fine Gerber knlfe selection.

Jacobson’s N

" Storo for the Home,

We welcoma Jacobson's Chargo Card or The Amerlcan Express* Card.

. : _Shop unlll.9 p,m. on Thuradsy and Friday
v i " Until & p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednosday and

Saturday

Several large-ticket {tems were
questioned by school board members
before the adjustment was made.

An Increase of $123,000 In Insur-
ance costs Is due to an unexpeceted
enrollment increase that prompted
the hiring of new staff and an in-
crease in annual fnsurance premi-
ums, Flanagan told the board.

Addltional increases of about
$69,000 in custodial and malnte-
nance costs were almed at “bringlng
schoot buildings up to minlmum
standards,” he sald.

Nearly one quarter of the dis-
trict's bulldings were not stalfed

properly for the size of the bulldings.
This analysls of maintenance staff-
Ing “hasn’t been done in over a dec-
ade,” Flanagan said.

As a result of additlonal teaching
staff and adjustments to the dis-
trict's health Insurance, fringe bene-
1it costs went up $32,776.

“We've been looking at this (budg-
et adjustments) for about a year
now, month-by-month,” Flanagan
said. "There wlil be a lot of house-
keeplng adjustments In order to have

-

the books §n order by June.”

Tax-Exempt
Offerings

« Interest exempt, in the opinion of Counsel, from all federal
and Michigan income taxes.
« Subject to prior sale or change in price.

Rating Issuo Amount Coupon Mgl:tﬁly Yield FTE"
SP1+ City of Farmington Hills |  $475,000 [ 4.25% | 11/12/87 | 4.20% | 6.11%
(Tokai Bank Letter of
Credit)
SP1+ City of Sauthtield $1.800.000 | 4.25% ; 11/12/87 | 4.20% | 6.11%
Aaa/AAA - | Stale of Michigan - $175,000 | 6.20% 4/1/91 5;35% 7.79%
Building Authority $125,000| 6.50% 4/1/92 1 5.60% | 8.15%
(MBIA Insured) $70,000| 6.80% 4/1/94 1 6.00% | 8.73%
NR/NR City of Troy $10,000| 7.00% 8/1/911570% | 8.30%
. $30,000 | 6.80% 8/1/05 1 7.00% | 10.16%,
Al/A+ City ol Battle Creek $200,000 | 10.00% ] %
Caltable 1/1/81 @ 103 WO | L% | 1985
NR/BB8+ | City of Northville $90,000| 6.80% | 11/1/97 { 6.90% | 10.03%
$80.000} 6.90%| 1171/98|7.00% | 10.18% |

BANK

*Fully Taxable Equivalent Yield for 28% Fodarat plus 4.6% Michigan income Tax ‘

Call (313) 222-9554 |

Comerica Bank-Detroit
Investment Services

Comeric




