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\T RIGHT: Harrison High

"School students Gary
“Woisserman and Rachel
H confer on a lcl

pal issue during a mock city
.council meeting on Student
-Government Day Tuosday In
-Farmington Hills. Role play-
ing was the rule of the day
‘with Welsserman stepping in
@k a councll member and
Rk as city

.The mock council meeting
.was attended by the stu-
dents’ real-life counterparts,
;auch as City Manager Willlam
1Costick and City Clerk JoAn
:Roynolds. Sludenis wero
asked to debate some of the
}clty'l continuing issues. Wid-
lening 12 Mile and adding a
new 1-698 interchange in
\Farmington Hills were major
\discusalon points.

i

Farmington Hills City Hal
Tuesday with one exception
— high school siudents were
‘running the clty.

{ Thirty-six stedents — 18 each
‘rom North Farmington and Harrl-
‘son high schools — spent the day on

ime Job working with and learning

:[T WAS buslness as usual at
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Farmington Hills Assistant City

Karen

from city offlcials and staif.

The fifth annual Student Govern-
ment Day, sponsored by the Farm-
ington Rotary Club and the Farm-
Ington Elks Lodge, in cooperation
wlth the city. The daylong program
is designed to expose students to the
responsibilitics and dutles of elty
Rgovernment and its functions.

nager David Call {left) and
watch the mock

ta the city
city councl! proceedings.

Partlclpating students assume the
roles of the elected and appolnted
clty officlals, such as mayar, clty
manager, pollee chief and zoning su-
pervisor, Students spend much of the
day with thelr adult counterparts
learning and attending to the usual |
activities within the department to
which they are asslgned.

Student Government Day began
with an orlentatlon at city halt
where students met members of the
city council, district court and other
city offlcials. Students then jolned
thelr designated adult counterparts
and delved into the day’s business.

FOLLOWING A lunchcon ai the
Farminglon Elks, where 47th Dis-
trict Court Judge Michael Hand of
Farmington was the featured speak-
er, students returned to clty council
chambers where they conducted
their own council meeting, complete
with a heity agenda.

Students were charged with debat-
ing three key issues that have been
continuing debates before clty coun-
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The widening of 12 Mile, between

Staff photos
by
Randy Borst

Farmington and Haggerty, dominat-
ed the first portion of the students
clty councll meeting. Students were
asked to discuss whether the office
thoroughfare should be widened to
five lanes or four with a landscaped
boulevard. But students were asked
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cnntarrlng aa Hoth Farmington High sen-
tors Howard Rankin (left), acting as city as-
sessor, Todd Mulbarger, acting as district

to be realistlc and develop Ideas for
{inancing the blg project.

A second Issue, canstructlon of an
additlonal I-696 Interchange Into
Farminglon Hills, forced students to
conslder the cffects of bringing a
freeway cxit loaded with trafflc onto

Students debate issues in the Hills

city roads.

Students concluded the councll
meeting with a discusslon of whether
the elty’s longstanding bullding
height llmit should contloue and
what type of effect will the policy
have on future development.

nay
]
H

il

N ;

court judge, nd ue undeuon and Julie
Beuster, acting as council members.

Hills considering a fee

i Qakland Circuit Judge-alect Jessica Cooper's
;campnlgn 8ign is one of fow that as of Mon-
I day was silll standing in Farmington Hills. But

Trustees receive a sample of teacher training .

Continuad from Page 1

month perlod. AN sessions are hedd
during regular school hours, which
+ | Lewis sald limits the number of par-
ticlpants because substitute teachers
must be scheduled.

The ‘sesslons teach things like the
four cssentlal elements of instruc-
tion, which “all have to be there for
(teaching) quailty,” Swenarton sald:

® selecting a teaching objective
that is the proper level of diffleulty,

@ teach to the objective, or “you
have a destination, and you can get
there and back with no monkey busl-
ness,”

-~ @ monltor the entlre classroom’s

learning,
® focus on the Jearning,

SWENARTON GAVE the board a
sample lesson and a sample of a spe-
clflc unit involving active participa-
tion, a skl In which teachers learn
to Involve the entire group of stu-
dents throughout a class.

Tips Including the Ume teachers
give for a student to respond —
called “wait Lime"” — and a suggest-
ed maximum 10-minute lecture
block were also stressed In the pres-
entatlon,

The Farmington Publlc Schools
program takes its lead from colleges
and universitles nationwide that are
currently using the ITIP model to
train those studying Lhe teaching
profession, Many locat districts send
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to take down signs
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signs, including political, in rights of
way.

COUNCIL WATCHER Aldo Vag-
nozzt asked council to wait for an-
other cleetlon before enacting any
ordinances. If the problem contlnues
in another clection, then an ordi-
nance would be ln order, he sald.

“They ought to let candidates
know where rights of way arve on
various roads,” Vagnozzi said.

~The Nov. 4 general clectlon was
the first In the city’s 13-year history
that polltical sign placement has
been allowed.

Nudging and threats of a Jawsuit
by the Amerlcan Civil Libertles Un-
ton prompted the Farmington Hills
City Councll to adopt an amendment
1o the city code.

The amendment defines polltical
signs as “announcing or advertising

city officials are leaving Cooper's aign stand-
ing as a test to dotermine the length of time
candidates are taking to removae their aigns.

thelr teachers lo a county tralning
program, unilke Farmington which
has hot only the on-site tralning, but
an In-class support system for teach-
crs as well.

Although many new Incoming
teachers will be familiar with the
trainlng being done in Farmington
because of thelr college-level traln-
ing, Lewls called for a “definite set
of requirements” for newcomers un-
til their 2-year probationary pro-

. gram Is completed.

“We have a tremendous responsi-
bitity," Lewls sald. "We have the ob-
ligation to bring that teacher to a
fevel of competency.”

Natlonal reports, Including those
from the Carncgie Foundation, have
recently focused attention on teach-
ing skills, Swenarton sald. Sixteen

the y of persons running for
publlc office or Issues to be vated
upon at any federal, state, municipal
or schoal clectlon. . "

In addition te prohibiting place-

more reports on  education are
scheduled for release this year, she
added, calling the national attentlon
to teaching skills.”

ment of polltical signs in public
rights of way, the amendment ex-
cmpts polltical signs from the city’s
general sign prohibition,

The zoning ‘ordlnance that,
through Interpretation, histerically
prohibited political signs in Farm-
Ington 130)s, remalns in effect for all
signs other than political.

THE AMENDMENT that allows
politlcal sign placement is somewhat
general, offering none of the restrle-
tlons on size and when the signs
could be placed and taken down that
had orlginally dominated most coun-
cil discussions regarding the signs.

But at the time councll

An ACLU representatlye said the
city's political sign prohibition “de-
nles peaple thelr most basic freedom
of speech.” The-former prohibition,
he said, denjed resldents equal pro-
tection because It allowed commer-
clal speech in the form of real estate
sigos.

Though the clty's sign ordinance
was adopted In 1972, several discus:
slons over the years have centered
on political signs. Councll members
consistently opposed efforts to allow
politleal slgns.

Most oppositlon to political signs
In Farmington Hilis has simply been
because of what counci! members

declded Lo avold placing restrictlons
on politleal slgn placement, they
made it clear that should preblems
arise, It wouldn't be difflcult to re-
turn to the drawing board and devel-
op resirlctions.

The ACLU was joined by Farm-
Ington Htile resident David Harron
— who orlglnally complalned about
the city's prohibltive ordinance — in
driving home the palnt that the city's
traditional prohibltion on politlcal
signs was unconstitutlonal.

“All have a growing reallzation
that the teacher is the key," she sald.
Some currcnt teachers and ad-
ministrators have questioned the

have as unsightly appear-
ance, with signs dotted on lawns and
other arcas throughout ilie city.

“FROM OUR standpolnt, it s a lot
of visual pollution,” Rowe sald, add-
ing that In some case the signs block
maotorlsts’ sight, especially when
placed (n rights of way near inter-
sections.

From a zoning point of view, re-
strictions on political stgns would be
useful for slze, where they can be
placed and when they should be tak-
en down, Rowe added.

need for staff tralning, offictals sald.
“The program Is designed to main-
taln effectlve skills and to learn and
grow,"” White added.

Orchard Lake under surveillance
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clude avallability of fast food and
arcade games, The possibllity of ob-
talning alcohot at party storea is an-
other lure, Nebus sald.

Many of those who gather along
the buslness siretch later try o rent
a motel room nearby in Farmington
Hllls or Southfleld for late-night par-
tying., “But the motels have been
successful in sereening out those
who they have reason lo belleve
want a room just for partying.”

Nebus sald.

Increased surveillance along Ore-
thard Lake Road will continue as
long as problems persist. “As long as
these types of activities are occur-
ring. we'll be out there in force —
with both uniformed and glaln-
clothes off(cers,” Nebus said.

“We feel confident it's only a tem-
porary problem.”

THE MAJORITY of busincsses
along the stretch have been “very
cooperative In calling us and slgning

complalnts when necessary,” Nebus
sald.

Tally Hall manager Kimberly
Kain said mall merchants are “very
pleased with the cooperatlon from
the police and with the fact that the
pollce are wllling to wark with us
and our fuil-time security force.”

As far as Tally Hall merchants
arc concerned, It's buslness as usual,
As Kain put 1t: “Sgt. Nebus scems to
feel the sltuation is under control —
and 1 tend to agree, The police have
been right on top of the situnilon.”
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