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Woman takes on feds in search for brother

By Alice Colfina
staff writer ~ .

Virginia Smith knows that many
of her friends.and even some family
members doA’t understand the road
of political activism she now walks
— a road that winds into Central
Ametica,

It's put the'dnce-conservative Bev-
erly Hills grandmother nto direct
conflict with Prealdent Reagan and
US. government pollcies there. "1
spesk out any time I'm asked,”
Smith sald in an Interview last week,
“It's very hard for me to do, but 1
never miss-an-opportunity to spread
the word" -

Smith, who's walked through the
villoges of d and Ni

good 1dea of the assassination,” sald
Smith. “But we don't have all the
facts yet. There are stlll things com-
Ing out of Honduras.”

The family has been trying unsuc-
cessfully to get the U.S. Congress to
conduct an official investigation.

“The family hasn't been back lo
Honduras since 1984, sald Smith,
“because we don't think it would be
safe for us to go now. And the lives
of anybody caught talking to us
would be In danger.”

But last July, Smith, one of her
daughters and her brother went to
Nicaragua at the invitation of some
of the peasants Carney worked with.
They attended the seventh annlver-
sary celebration of the Sandinlsta

talking with »the peasanis, says
Reagan’s support for the rebels in
Nlcaragea and for the established
governments in Honduras and Ei
Satvador are hurting the people.

“To the ordinary people, It's caus.
ing so much- sullering, s¢ much
death. It's put additional burdens on
the poor who-were never very good
to start with,!’

Life for Smith, mother of 12 and
grandmother of 35, began a major
change on Scpt: 20, 1983, the day she
and her brother and slsters were no-
tifled by a friend that their brother,
American missionary priest Jim
Carney, was missing and presumed
dead In Honduras.

CARNEY.TIAD been a missionary
Athere for 20 years llving with the
poar, fighting for thelr rights and to
better thelr lives, He was constdered
a subversive by the Honduran gov-
ernment. ..

Because ihe Honduran govern-
ment gave several verslons of what
happened to Carney and because the
U.S. State Department couldn't help,
the famlly lagnched is own investi-
gatton to determine the truth and to
find thelr brother's body.

Smith and: kier other brother and
sisters, who live in other parts of the
Unlted States, never found thelr
brother's body and never accepted
the final word.of the Honduran gov-
crament ~— that Carney starved to
death somewhere in the jungle.

‘The famlly maintains that the U.S.
government, out of embarrassment
because of Iis’support for the Hondu-
ran government, went along with the
Honduran cover-up.

“We came up with cur own an-

swers that) wé know are very, very
close ta the truth,” sald Smith,
. Carney's family believes he was
arrested, torfured and executed in
early September of 1983 at El Aqua-
cate, the military base where US.
supported Hondurans were flylng
personnel Into Nicaraguz to fight the
established Saddinista government.

“WE HAVE G ctual cvidence of the
capture ang’ torlure and & pretty

at Estell, about 25 miles
from the Honduran border.

“It was 50 cxcitlng,"she safd. “The
ordlnary peaple came in droves.
‘There were about 100,000 in the pla-
za. Sixty dilferent countries were
represented, Most of the peasants
came standing up on trucks.”

THE PEOPLE of Nlcaragua live
In fear of a U.S. invasion, sald Smith,
“IUs with them all the time.”

Staith sald she felt safe in Nicara-
gua, But there was concern by Ni-
caraguan offlclals of bombs golng
off during the celebration.

Smith, her daughter and brother
stayed in Managua and drove to the
celebration in Esteli in a bus convoy.
“It’s normally a 2% hour drive. But
1t took six hours because the convoy
had to keep stopping te check for
land mines on the road.”

U.S. citlzens in Nlcaragua who op-
pose current U.S. pollcles in Central
America fully in

strations while 1 was there,” sald
Smith,

“I came away from

COFADEH Is tho Committee of

gain some kind of support, solldarity
for the people. The

with a fecling of great sadness that
the United States has caused
much suffering there.” :

BECAUSE QF her political activ-
ism, Smith had a speclal guest at her
Beverly Hllls house last week, Zenal-
dn Velasquez, a founder and presi-
dent of a Honduran human rights oc-
ganlzation, COFADEH, and her in-
terpreter vislted there as part of a
US. tour.

front of the U.S, Embassy in Mana«
gua. “I spoke at one of the demon-
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q {left), president of the Honduran human
rights organization COFADEH, and Virginia Smith, whose

the Famllies of the D B
Nl tained of ‘The Reagan is seen as re-
was organlzed In 1981 a8 a response  sponsible for creating the human
so human rights by the g
by the Honduran milltary and secur-  of Honduras.
ity forces, o “I'h

I an interview at Smith's house,
Velasquez through her interpreter
spoke of "death squads In that
country, More than 15¢ people, in-
cluding her own brother, have disap-
peared in Honduras for political rea-
sons in the last flve years, she sald.
“I'm here,” she said, “hoplog to

brother, mlssionary priest Jim Carney, Is miesing and presumed

g isa
repressive government,” sald
Velasquez.

“] am asking the people of the U.S,
to help in the atruggle for peace In
Central America, especlally because
US. policy is bringlng Honduras
closer 10 8 war with Nicaragua.”

dead in Hond:

iJ,S.-supporlcd Nicaragua contra
rebels are based in neighboring Hon-
duras. :

AS IN the case of the Rev. Camey,
“jt's especlally torture not knowing
if the famlly member is dead,” sald
Velasquez. “That's the big question.
They probably are, but we have nev-
er found thelr cadavers, We ask for
them to be retumned alive.”

Smith hopes that there whl be a
change in policy after the 1988 presi-
dentlal electlon.
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at Smith’s home
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These changes affect Michigan Be

custonters having phone numbers beginning with
471, 473, 474, 476, 477, 478.
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anl req
far new instructions on how to plice such calls,
afleet jour service, we ask you 1o read the following explanation”

o telephone service changes cancern only aperator-landled long distance ally vutside y
They apply to collect. credit card, pe
assistnee. Some customers

an information:l message about your phone service from Mary Jo Fifarek,
Affirs Manager. -
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An explanation of the chunﬁcs in your operator-assistance service for calls outside your
Michigan Bell long distance calling area (interlATA calls).

Huw operatorassisted calls were placed before, I you wanted aperator assistance to place 2 Ty distance call, you diated
00" o 0" plus the srea code (il required ), wnd the phone nunsher you santed sid an operator put the il throngh for you.

: their future

Belng a Girl Scout leader gives
me a great sense of personal

How these calls are pI;ICL'(l now, [f by dong di iee service on_the phone_ youre usisg is

. satisfaction. Every time the girls on the phone vou i s provided fistanee cor
accomplish something, sodo : O LI py

rvices.anl.
L you did O plus the area cade (i
nd the phone number and i operator wilk
o reach the long distatce operator for :I'Ellli'

The activities are great —
.. we've gone on camping trips,
visited the local newspaper,
and talked with area business-

IF yout cliial "0 plus the arest cede, and
et a recording or no response,

Please note:
the number, you

T v
tance, you must dial "00" (Importa

women about how they juggle . di ot thie phone number, you will get a Michigan— Further, if you di withont the number, you will get
their careers and a full family Bell opetator who can place cafls within your Michigan 2t Michigan Bell operator who will refer you to your
life. Bell are only) Tang distance company for further instructions.

See for yourself the difference - - - -
being a Girl Scout leader can If you are calling from a pay phione, cantinue o use the instructions posted on the phone.
make — for you and for the Again, you should contact your long distance company for new instructions an hu'\\' o plice sperator-handled g
girls. You'll want to be a Girl distance calls outshle your Michigan Bell calling area. 1 you have any ather questions about the chianges. please call
Scoutleader, tool an Bell's Lets Talk Center. The totl-free number is'1 800 555-5000.

Callthe Girl Scouts today! Plesse warch vour Michigan Bell bill insers for further informition.
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