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One of the 1ags which up to now
may have evaded Glen Michaels is
inventor, As an artist he is a seulp-
tor, painter, designer and oft labeled
renaissance man, but when it cones
to the process of art, he is also an
inventor.

And when completed and  ine
stalled, his work of art for Detroit's
People Mover station will probably
scem as natural 1o our lives as the
light bulb, the adio or the car.

Like many inventors he uses fa-
miliar materials In new combi
tions, sometimes adapting old pro-
cesses to new materials.

For the station, he is doing 31 pan-
els, 4 by 5 feet cach. There will he a
block of the panels on the right hand
wall at the base of the escalator and
a diagonal line of them going up
along the ator and connecling
10 another block of pancls ot the top
where the people mover comes in.

‘The panels wil) be white enamel
baked on steed (similar to refrigeras

and oven doors) Michael's de.
signs, with the theme of “weightle:
ness,” will be stk screened on each
panel and he will hand paint some
color on the black and white panels
before they are installed.

This saunds & great d simplicr
than it actually is becanse Michaels
is an exacting artist whose attention
ta and involvement in minute detai)
culmina nd seale waorks
with a sweeping vision,

He said, “The first thing is 1o des
sign the raw mat s [ want to
work with.”

BY RAW MATERIALS, he means
the shapes and he chose many such
as fans (one of is favorites) building
forms and others which seem to sug-
gest entities forming into complex
organic materials,

Once these raw materials are es-
tablished 10 his satistaction, he be-

Peop!

Project demands e

gins 1o draw an a scale of a half inch
to one foot.

“Then,” he sald, “1 did the whole

drawing in a 101al moed in a wtal
rectangle and Xeroxed 1.7

The aext step was 1o cut it up and ¢

rearrange it into a collage L

would follow the form of the final

work of 31 panels of art.

When that pleased him, he had De-
trait photographer Tum Thayer and
his assistamt Mary Ann Let

1]
graph the coltage in 31 sections us-

ing speeia) techniques to enlarge and
still define all of the fine detail
which started on that small half inch
to one fool scale.

THEN MICHAELS called upon
Helen Cartmell of St. Clair Shores,
former member of the Wayne State
University art faculty, an artist whe
is masterful when it comes to fine
work with pencil, pen and brush,

She is doing the retouching on the
photographs misking sure that cach
is vxactly as he planned. The sitk

sereens for the final work will be

made from these photographs.

Michacls said tha soon s i
small drawing is L it loses
1ts elarity, adding, “There is enongh
distortion in the photo thit every
Jine has to be retouched.”

As he looked over her shoulder
while she worked on ane of the biack
and white photos, he said, “This just
sort of evolved bit by bit. As you can
see Tlike the precision of things. Hel.
en and ) have been working on this
for & year.”

Although  Michaels aig many
drawings before he had what he
wanted — severad because the di-
mensions themselves changed from
what was originally given to him,
nathing is wasted,

“Each enc will be a source
other work,” he said.

for an-

ANOTHER IMPORTANT factor
all the way along was what Michaels
calls “different vantage point re-
quirements.”

|

Glen Mm‘ﬁ‘r‘\ﬁs—cz el
reli

For instance, he said the ones seen
atthe top of the es or as the peo-
ple mover comes into the station are
bolder than those along side the es-
calator. ile mentioned the impor-

nee of an after-image for the side
section.

vtime you go up the escala-
see somethag; different. ”

tor you
he sand.

Cartmell swd of Michaels, “1 re«
speet bt so much and 1 believe in

[ 4 "= -
mell that because
g the details of the black and white photos, the final art
work will be clean and beauliful. The design she'’s working on is

i and his integrity.,”
As she applied white paint along
the edge of fine black line of the pho-
h, she said, "Everything (in
3gn) has an origin and an end-
. T feel like 's another uni-

af miny new proc
uons. A computor specialist,
Angel, has put part of the design into

a vomputer, & 26-hour undertaking

e Mover art
ye for detail, monumental vision

one of 31 which will be biown up
Pcople Mover station,

which he said conld bring him to an-
other frontier, “Carrying this 10 &
three-dimensional surface.”

HE SEES an application for archi-
tecture, *I would love to do this for
the exterior of a building. 1 would
fike to pull the symbolism out of the
architecture itself — 1 wouldn't
want it as uphalstery.”

While he is warking on this he also
has several other major projec
underway, two more in the attic stu-

s

and

runs up and down the back
rway of the beautiful old
he Is restoring as e
year-old, moving from one project
nd one mental set 1o another with
azing speed.
Like the tile

one of top ol anuth

T Lo come (-
bling forth in an avalanche o} cre-

ative thought.

ew spa leads to complete renovati

By Louiso Okrutsky
staff writer

who'd prefer to just sit D the airy room.

One good thing leads to another in home remodeling as well
as other aspects of life, That's what a couple of owners learned
this summer when they decided to add 2 spa to their newly
acquired older house in northern Birmingham.

From this little foray into remodeling they ended up giving - divided into &
e whole house the once-over and added 300 square feet 1o the

building’s dimensions,

“It was a challenge. When I walked in, this was a mess,
Jetirey G. Ring, president of Metro Spa and Gavin Design
Construetion in Bloomfield Hills, King takes care of the design
nd operations aspeel and Fred J. Colp handles the construe-

tion business.

Their first challenge was to cantilever the ceiling of the sec
ond floor bedroom that looks down on the spit. With the reof

4

After the spa
rience as anyone who's wa
the remaining theee look even dingie 3
picce, they decided with King and Colp 10 change some of the
home’s architecture.

As Is typical with houses built 50 years ago, the structure was
and tiny closets. In the
reond floor bathroom

end, only the

was compleled, the awn

varren of small raoms
kitchen and the tiles in the

remained from the old house.

& The heating s
added, Then it was o

(T

v
d

decided to replace the windows,

d, the curving gl
home.

line straigh
be added to the

The spa, with its sunken whirlpool, has a separate tetnpera-

walls of the spa could

add

room and hid the chimney il
sleek firep!
“We specializ

Ry that time, it seemed only natural to retnove a wall on the
second floor, transfarming two small bedrooms into une large
master one. A seetion of the wall that jutted oul into the bed-
pived the owners and designer to

roum,
n space plans whi

h give

hed one wall and then di
by cumparison. Pieee

modermzed. Air conditioning
B ed that the eleetrical wiring a
plumbing sorely needed updating. At that point, the owners

ORIEMPOrary cons

1ure control from the rest of the house, That allows the vwners
10 keep the spa cooler than the main rooms during the winter
and gives the spa a steamy sauna effeet,

“It's a great conversation piece,” said King. “We find that
instead of coming home from work at the end of the day and
drinking wine and bitching, they're relaxing in their spa, It
hrings it family together.”

The room is softly lit at night by fan-shaped sconces throw-
ing light upward. Vertical blinds that can be disereetly moved
aside to allow 10 see the to-be land ) back-
yard alsu provide privacy.

TWO ROUND BAMBOO chairs offer thick cushions to those

venience and style to an old hon

account traffic flow and bigger closets.

1 don't
We don't do

e cut into the low, ald-fashioned arches above doorways ta
pive the impression of MoTe spa
{ rirway off the Jiving room

th
up:

Lven the
remail

stairs more comforlahl
to the second (loor.

in keeping with the home's olde

cant angone to
dormers.” he siid.

as

old front doar was replaced b

photos by Jerry
Zolynsky

The living room AN
with a mirrored ja
tireplace, new door
and updated fea-
tures silll retalns a
distinct identity
and link to its roots.

’
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King said. “We take into
pow that additions have been made,
md light, A low overhang in

cut to make walking
4 (o allow furniture 1o be carried

2 new one that

A dip in the spa alter a hard day at the
office may someday replace the martini
for its soothing effect. This one was in-

stalled in a traditional Birmingham house
by Metro Spa of Bloomfietd Hills



