. for Brass, Organ and Choir™ at 7:30 p.m. Sunday

" musle, theater and dance has chosen the “Jubliate
. Deo” by Benjamin Britten and double chair works
: by Giovannl Gabrieli that Include brass and or-

radio

. Morning,” at 10 am.

. from the Elizabethan

. apolis this past spring.

.cia Adams Nordstrom,

No sparks fly between Higgins, Eliza

By Mary Jano Doorr
spoctal writor

In the musical “My Falr Lady™ the question Is always
“W¥ hose falr lady is my fair lady?"

Does Eliza Doolittle stay with Henry Higgins after he
has tralned her to take her place In soclety or does she
marry Freddy?

Friday evening at the Fisher Theater, she belonged lo
Michigan Opera Theatre whick revived this 74-year-old
George Bernard Shaw classle story in a new lavishly
clotked production,

1 Henry Higgins intended to move Eliza from the Co-
vent Garden flower market to soclal clrcles next door, he
has succecded. She Is now betng staged in opera houses like
MOT.

The production is a grand one but this “lady"” was not
quite sa falr.

“Brldeshead Revisted” star Simon Jones was anything

but ordinary as Henry Higgins. He was obnoxlous, rude,

, somewhat dis! more what

“Shaw had In mind for Hlggins. Jones comman;{cd attention

throughout the show.

HIS PATTER SONGS, “Why Can’t The English?” "I'm
an Ordinary Man,”" and A Hymn to Himn,” were sung with
the finesse of a Shakespearcan-trained actor. His move-
menis brought as much humor to the rele as his lines.

Jones’s superh acting was backed up by Robert
O'Hearn’s sensational sets, perfectly placed and built for
the Fisher. They were beautitfully accented with flowers
and Charles Caine's exquisite, pastel Ascot gowns and enor-

Chorale giving concert Sunday 5 Tiicea vesk s betier o Twice & week s better 0

The 26-vaice Oakland Chorale presents “Music

in Varner Hall, Oaktand University, Rochester.,
Director Lyle Nordstrom of the department of

gan. The works by Gabriell will be accompanled

by 191h century composers Gabriel Faure and
Robert Schumann will be featured.

Tickets are $3 general admisslon and $2 for OU
students and senlor citizens. For Informatlon, call
the Center for the Arts box office, 370-3013, 11
a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays.

mous hats. Suzanne Acton’s well-blended MOT chorus was
exceptional, a feature not often heard in My Falr Lady.”
1t was hard to imagine how Salnt Paul's Cathedral could
be west of Big Ben or how Big Ben could be north of St.
Paul's from Covent Garden, but the gray and black painted

backrop wlith lighted windows was real cnough to take the *

audlence to London for the evening at the opera house,

Karen 's chor phy was
advantage of the space provided by the sets designed spe-
cltically for MOT. Cynthla Marotti as the Spanish dancer
was a remarkable transformation {rom Anybodys in “West
Side Story.” Mark D. Flint did a commanding job of direet-
ing both the singers and the orchestra.

Stephen Lehew as Freddy has such a beautiful volce in
“On the Street Where You Live,” he could have sung all
night. Geoff Garland missed cnough entrances 10 make
himself even more believable as Alfred P, Doolittle.

Lacal actresses Shirley Benyas and Virginla Person car-
rled thelr parts well. But, Mrs. Higgins (Eleanor Phelps)
stole the show. She had just a few lines but the way she
dellvered them was worth the price of the ticket.

JUDITH BLAZER, Eliza Doollttle, is a well-tralned ac-
tress famous for her role in “As the World Turns.” Her
cockney was preclse, her valce Inflections always in tune
with her part. Her Manhattan School of Music tralned

Thureday, Novombor 20, 1988 O&E
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and took

3 Mary Jane
-+ Doerr

Blazer's detached interpretatlon,

Shaw ended his play “Pygmallon” with Higgins telling
Eliza to get him some cheese and a pair of gloves. She tells
iim to get them himself and leaves. When the show opened
in London tn 1914, Mrs, Campbell, as Ellza, ad-libbed her
own pari by re-entering the stage asking “What slze?” The
enraged Shaw later wrole a epllogue to the play explalning
that Eliza marries Freddy.

In the 1938 Pascal movie with Leslle Howard, there is
the more romantic Lerner and Loewe ending. Shaw object-
ed 10 Howard as Higgins because he was too handsome, too
appealing. The audicnce would want Eliza to marry him.

MOT's stage direcior Michael Montel ended his flnely
crafted production with Ellza toying with her hat, moving

tably as Hlggins those famous lines
“Where In the devil are my slippers?” along with lots of he-
il

voice was adequate and her actions and were
always in keepng with her character.,

But she and Jones didn't connect. They gave us little to
make us believe that EHlza was In love with Higgins. No
sparks flew. No one’s heart stood still. Jones was too ro-
bust, teo powerful, too crude, loo extradorinary 1o match

-change to a slow curtaln. It left the
impression she was considering whether to stay with Hig-
gins or leave Freddy.

Given the Yack of romantic spell cast between the two
Jeads, the cnding was closer to the original play, Shaw
would have loved it.

by period Instruments such as lutes and theorbos.
In a contrasting vein, works for plano and choir

Lakefront Livlng. .

MINUTES AWAY —
MILES APART

Situated on lovely Oues Like.
with duect accens 10 Sybhan

Labe. The Harbouts offers you * + Lokt with a spectaculat view
Sunury living 41 s most
\msgiaive And it moK
affordable
2t Just $89.900 the
te 48 remarkable 21

o Catbedral ceding thicughout
o Master bedioom tuites

« Puvate entrance

» Atusched garage

+Over 2000 feet cf private ke
fronlge |

tocated en Cass Lake M

at Cant Thisabeth Lake 1

Sales Oifice: 1027 Cans Lake Rd.
12Nooa 10 3 P, Dsity

Except Thursdaysar

By Appointment

Phone: $83-9900

HREEARS

AN E20 TIDE DRVELOPMENT PADJECT

On public

The Musicians of
Swanne Alley from
Oakland University will
be heard on the Ameri-
can Public Radio pro-
gram, “St. Paul Sunday

arming

Sunday.

The national program
is carried on WFBE-FM
in Flint. The music,

courts and countryslde,
was recorded in Minne-

Musicians of Swanne
Alley was founded in
1976 by Lyle Nordstrom
of the OU department
of music, theater and
dance. Performing with
the ensemble are Patri-

lectyrer in music at OU,
and David Douglass, OU
alumnus.

In its 10 years of exls-
tence, the group has
toured throughout the
United States and Cana-
da and nearly every
country In Northern Eu-
rope. The wmusiclans
appeared on the now-
defunct CBS program
“Camera 3" and at the

«qualiey built homes sitwated in the cty of

fatural beauty. Lach home is gisen specal
attention 1o detait and fuxury with custom

Kitchens and much mote.

Park and Pond Commons Arca
Various Floot Pluns

RNV vpeninu

ton Glen

Tatmingtin Glen is 2 new home community of

Extmingeon 1ils, in an srea of roliing tetrsin and

featutes such a3 mastet suites on firs oor, istand

] Contempararics, Ranchies, Calanials

Ranches from

A MEMBER OF THE
SEARS FINANCIAL NETWO

TOBE
EST

2]
=
~
DRAKE

Ulimaote ¥,
skyllghts, gardan room, sun room, llbrary, dinlshod base-
ment, jacuzzl and sauna, All luxurious amenitios of modorn

CREAM HOME
4

4 baths, 3

T37-2000

of this 5 bo

rary quad that backs 10 a 3.5 acra commeons. Fully carpeted
with a famlly room and fireplace, newor klichon ang Itbrary,

world, 700 foot dock, guost sulto, Uniquo hame, $172,100
$469,000

Y HOME
droom, 3 bath contempo-

842-2400

Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra's “Images” fes-
tival.

Swanne Alley has
recorded for Harmonta
Mundi and Focus
records,

£ i Your Lot or Ours
Sales Office 6619210
Open Daily 1.6

SINGH § SHAPIRO CONSTRUCTION, INC.

tocatsd N, of 13 Mre
Woki off Hiatesd

Sukates: Dveicoen

See Th

Don’t be sorry
. . . later

AT,

e Park at Bloomfield Lake

These wonderful single family homes
are perfect for the growing family.
: They are luxurious, spacious and
N ideally located. The Park has been
: the choice of young professional
* farvllies who want their children to
have the advantages of the finest
schools, wonderful neighbors and
cultural exposure. The only problem
with the Park Is that there are very
few of these wondetful homes left. ..
and when they are sold, there Is no
more land, Why not see them now, so
you'lt never have to say you're sorry!

um«mmz » ﬁmgeg

Single Family Homes
from 6264,900
Bloomfield Hllls Schools

The Park is located

west off Middlebelt,

south of Lone Pine Road,
Follow Woodcliff signs
to Information Center.

Sales: 626-3502

Main Office: 626-3500
Open noon to 6 p.m.,
everyday except Thursday.

BEST BUY...
In Southfield Gardon. 3 bedrooms, 1'4 baihs, femily room,
firoplace, basement, 2 car garago, now furnace, now hot
watar, swim club in subdivision. Vory motlvatod soller.
$64,900 737-5000

: e e e
BLOOMFILD HILLS CONDO
Contomparary 2 bedeoom with spaclous opan floor plan
and atrlum oif great room ond Kkitchon. Includes finlshed
addltienal room on towoer lavol. Noulra), easy move-in lones.
hroughout.
$134,500

LA
HISTORICAL HOUSE

This cleca 1854 Victorlnn-stylo tarmhouse will delight the
docorator or ariist wha can 300 tho uniimitod potontlal.
Lorgo rooms, wonderful moldings, walk-in paniry and tirst
flcor loundry room. Priced 10 sell at

$99,800

STARTER HOME
This dorling jittio atorter home In Birminghom s nowly doc-
orated wilh all kitchen sppllances Included, It won't last
Iong ot this price. Come and seol
737-5000

PRESTIGIOUS BLOOMFIELD VILLAGE
Supor condltion 4 bodroom, 2% both homo In Quarton
school districl, Nowor appllances, 1st floor loundry, family
toom, 3 fliroptaces, washor ond dryer included. You should
200 this ono.

$269,000 842-2400

FRANKLIN'S CHARM ABOUNDS
Enjoy Franklin'a chaem from the brick courtyard ontry
througheut thia homo of 4 bodrooms, 2% baths, Boautitud
onk toors In toyer, living room, formal dining room, mosior
bodroom, bath, kitchen and libeary. 6-panel doors, 3 fire-
places, patio, dock and more,
500

U AMERICAS LARGEST FULL SERVICE
REAL ESTATE COMPANY

BIRMINGHAM
770 Forest

737-9000

WEST BLOOMFIELD
33030 Northwestern

el




