;Se'cchi‘a defends GOP
role in ‘hornet’s nest’

By Tim Richard
‘statf writer

: Can a politician f(nd happlness in
a hornet's nest?

© Yes, if ho's GOP National Com-
mitteeman Peter F. Secchia defend-
1ing his record as a party leader bee
{ore the Blrmingham Republican
Women's Club, .

: “Leaders arc supposcd to lend,”
yald the Grand Raplds polltico as
large parts of the audlence jeered
him for taking sides In the 1988 GOP
‘gubernatorial primary and englneer-
ing the 1984 Senate run of Jack

Lousma.

. “f didn't know I was comin’ Into a
hornet's mest,” Secchia grinned as
the questlons got sharper and sharp-
er. “That's good, though,” sald the
49-year-old salesman, taking off his
‘coat and inviting more.

» ONE WOMAN, a Dick Chrysler
supporter in the primary, summed
up years of many party workers'
‘feelings ns she told Secchia, “You
have a very fine record for picking
‘loscrs. You should joln the Demo-
‘cratlc Party.”
} "Il match my record ogainst
yours,” Seccchia shot back. “You
{Chrysler peaple) are so vindictive.
Your man screwed up. Why don't
you face it?
7 “Do you think the Detrolt News
(which exposed Chrysler’s tax prob-
lems with the state) would print a
story I wanted? -

*“I've chosen some losers, uo ques-
tion about it. So did you — Dick
Chrysler.

AS THINGS calmed down in Tues-
doy's Communlty House luncheon,
Sccchla told why, desplte his party
position, he became so heavily In-
volved In two primaries,

' William Lucas, the Wayne County
exceutive who won the gubernatorlal
nod, “wasn't recrulted by the Repub-
llcan Party. He was drummed out of
{he Democratic Party for dolng Re-
publlcan things,” Secchia said, citing
the sale of a money-losing hospital
and attempls to pare down union

gains.
. He went through the list of ather
candldates:

® Ookland County Executive
Danlel Murphy: “It wasn't Dan’s
time — he had @ percent {in polls).”
. State Rep. Colleen Engler, lat-
er the leutepant governor candi-
date: “It wasn’t Colleen's time — she
had 8 percent.”
| Chryster: “He shot himself in

‘You (Chrysler people)
are so vindictive. Your’
man screwed up. Why
don't you face it? I've
chosen some losers,
no question about it.”
So did you — Dick
Chrysler.'

— Peter Secchia

GOPF national
commilteeman

the foot cvery time he touched the
ritle. I polled the (state) Senate can-
didates and asked them If they
thought they could win with a black
man (Lucas), They said they could. I
asked if they thought they could win
with 2 businessman” who asked em-
ployees to work without pay while
collecting uncmployment benefits
(Chrysler), “They said they couldn't,

“I endorsed Blll Lucas late in the
{primary) campalgn.”

GREETED WITH a chorus of
“wrong, wrong, Sccchin replied
that “leaders are supposed to lead,”
and analyzed the Lucas campaigu.

“He had 2 bunch of amateurs. He
came up with a blg debt (from the
primary), Another mistake: His (ad-
vertising) agency wasn't very good,
but they couldn’t change — Bill Lu-
cas made a commitment.”

Agreeing that the party chairman
shouldn't take sldes In a primary,
Sccchia said his case as natlonal
commitleeman was dlfferent:

“I'm a voluntecr. I get no pay. I
have no staff, I have no budget. I'm
trying to run a $200 mllllon business
{on the slde). 1 didn't turn over the
party apparatus or the mailing lists
{to Lucas)."" -

OF LOUSMA, the former astro-
naut from Grand Rapids and Ann
Arbor, Secchla said they had talked
“years earller” of hls getting into
Michigan politics.

Meanwhile, knowledgeable people
told him former U.S. Rep. Jim Dunn
of Egst Lansing couldn’t win against
Democratic US, Sen. Carl Levin;
Gen. Pete Dawkins, a one-time Roy-
al Oak resident, dldn't want to get in;
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As tradition breeds famitiarity, time engenders the classic.
. For it is the traditional man who is immediately known by
the clothing he wears-—suits that have earned acclaim for
their timelessness thanks to styling that is truly classic.
Featuring the soft shoulder that is itself a hallmark of
teadition, the Graham & Gunn suit is an investment in
quality and a testament 10 longevity. Macle of the finest
pure wool to ensure comfort
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and Peace Corps Director Loret
Ruppe decllned.

Secchla sald Lousma made his
own trip to Washington to see natlon-
a) leaders and made hls own declsion
to run for the Senate.

Secchia said he took charge of the
Lousma campalgn alter the first
campalgn manager overspent the
budget and didn’t pay the stafl's
workers' compensation premiums,

TLousma sucylved a bitter primary
fight agalnst Dunn but lost the gen-
eral clection to Levin by 4 pereent.

Sccchia sald Levin, one of the Sen-
ate's most liberal members, pos-

tured as a conservative and outspent -

Lousma 3-1, meanwhile castlgating
Republicans as “country club rich
people.”

AS FOR THE 89-29 pecent drubb-
ing Lucas took from Gov. James
Blanchard, Secchia took a fatallstle
approach.

““Fhls was the year of the incum-
bents, Jamie Blanchard had it golng
for him. If we had the New York
Moets, Jesus of Nazarcth and three
NFL draft cholees, we couldn't have
taken him. Blanchard ran a flawless
campaign.”

Scechia sald Blanchard's advertis-
ing portrayed Lucas In Grand Rap-
ids as a “Coleman Young-type, big
clty, sleazy politlclan” and in Detrolt
asan “Uncle Tom to Reagan.”.

“We kept the state Senate — the
{lrst time in 20 years we won either
house of the Legislature. We got Bob
Griffln on the Supreme Court. We re-
elected all our congressmen (ln
Mlchigan). .

“We got wiped out on the cduca-
tlon boards, In a political setting,
you lose some,

“We have a young, vibrant party.”
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~ The Trousers
That Make a Difference

Are Now at Special Purchase.

« The classic wool.trouser. Special purchase: 350,
« Clean lines, uncluttered details and, always, excellent fabric,
texture, and a whole range of color choices!

« The pleatfront wool flannel trouser with slash pockets, in
cream, navy, black, charcoal, catmeal, camel and light grey.
* For misses’ sizes 4 o 16, and for the
petite sithouette as well, sizes 2 to 12,

» In Updated Sportswear

*Not all colors and sizes available at all SFA stores.

Sk il gerene.

Open Monday thru Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.;

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge ¢

Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 6p.m.
Falrlane Town Center, Dearborn » Open Monday thru Fridsy 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday 12 to 6p.m.

GREENSTONES

Creators of fine jewelry for over 60 years

Bejeweled Bugs
Qur bejeweled gold bugs see with diamoads and othes
precious stones are priced from *315.

Dramatic Mabe Pearls
Our collection of Mabe Pearl carclips feature over 15
styles, many set with dismonds. Priccs begin at *260.

Gold Bangle Bracelets
Our 14k gold bangles for any occasion in a wide areay
of styles and sizes, Pictured styles begin ar 4410.

Efegant Gold Earrings
Our gold carring selection, over 100 styles, are priced
from *35. Styles piciured above begin ar '220.

*all items subject to prior sale

328 North Woodward ¢ Bitmingham » 4 Blocks North of Maple « 6422650
Mondsy-Friday 9:306:00, Saturday 9:30:3:00 « Major Credit Cards Welcome
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