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Harrison quarterback Mark Murroy was su-
perb in tho Hawke' win over Datrolt Northern,
hitting 16 of 24 passes for 177 yards and two

TDs. Murray may have to duplicate those fig-
ures if Harrigon Is to got past Maryaville,

Marysville still hurts

from 81 playof

By Chris McCoaky
slaff writer

As Farmington Harrison football
coach John Herrlngton was walking
off the Westland John Glenn football
ficld last Satueday, somcone men-
tioned that Glenn had upset Ann Ar-
bor Pioncer In Its Class A reglonal
champlonship.

“Is that right?” he asKed. “That's
Just great. The Western Lakes lives!”

The 12+-team Western Lakes Activ-
Ities Assoclation has made Its mark
on the state high school football
playoffs this scason. Both John
Glenn and Harrison are In the state
semifinals.

Harrison will play Marysville in
the Class B semls at 7:30 Friday
night, while Glenn will take on
Muskegon in a Class A semlflnal at
1:30 p.m. Saturday, Both games are
at Flint Atwood Stadlum.

“Tell C.J. Risak to rerun his col-
umn where he said there weren't any
decent teams In the Western Lakes,”
Herrington said jokingly on Monday.
Observer columnist Rlsak wrote
back in September that the arca's
state playoff hopes were dim. But he
did mention that the teams wlith the

WHAT: -The. Class B. semifinal
football game. . Lo

WHO: Farmington Harrisen (10-1)
va, Marysville (10-1). T

WHEN: 7:30 p.m, Friday, .

WHERE: Flint Atwood Stadium,

tho stale Class B finals Saturday,
Nov, 29, at the Pontlac Sliverdome,
Winper will play eltber Grand Rap-
Ids South Christlan or Cheboygan.

best chance would be Harrlson and
Glenn.

SATURDAY WAS a day of celer
bratlon for both Observertand foot-
ball and the Harrlson Hawks, who
impressively defeated Detroit
Northern 36-18. But it was back to
work on Monday.

Marysville (10-1} Is hungry for the
Hawks. In fact, the Vikings have
been hankering for a rematch with
Harrlson since 1981. That year the
Hawks climlnated Marysville from
the Class B playoffs.

“They want us pretty bad,” Herr-
ington sald. “Every time I sce Walt
Braun (Marysville coach), he always

f loss

says he can't wait until he gets an-
other shot at us."

Marysville should remind the
Hawks of Rivervicw, thelr opponent
In the first round of the playoifs. The
Vikings are well-coached, not real
blg, not real fast and very danger-
ous.

“They are almost identical to
Rlverview,” Hervington said. “They.
run a wing-T offense, a lot of bootleg:
passes and about a milllon different
pass patterns. They are solid offen-,
slvely and solld defenslvely.” .

‘The keys to the Vikings' attack are-
quarterback Randy Socha and backs’
Rich Mierendor!! and Steve Foster.

“Just like Riverview. They arca't
very fast but they are tough,” Herr-
ington sald.

PERHAPS MARYSVILLE'S blg-
gest weapon Is it$ coachlng staff.
Braun i3 the second winningest high
school coach in the state. .

“Walt does a great job; hls whole
stalf does,” Herrlngton said. “You
know they will be ready to play.”

How about the Hawks? Will there
be a letdown after the near-perfect
game against Northern?

Pleasa turn to Paga 2

By Brad Emons
stolf writer

The Western Lakes Actlvities As-
soclation girls swim championship
is at stake when 12 schools com-
lpcle Friday night at Plymouth Sa-
em.

“This Utle means a lot to me,"
sald Greg Phill, the coach of de-
fending champion Livonia Steven-
50

n.

“This is a good league for com-
petltion," said North Farmington
coach Pat Duthle, “It's like a mini
state meet. You've got to be a top
swimmer even if you meke it to the
top 12, let alone the top six.”

After Monday night's sceding

meeting, it appears to be a two-
way battle for first between Ste-
venson and North, but the other 10
teams will be a factor in deciding
first place.

“WE'RE SEEDED only L1 points
ahead of North," sald Phiil. “Ev-
erybody was wrong at the begin-
ning of the year who sald we were
golng to run away wlith It. We lost a
Tot of peaple. The league is just as
deep as it ever was.

“North is a good tcam, as good
as we are, no doubt, I think (t’s a
matter of the other schools which
could hurt you.”

Added Duthle: "I think Stevenson
Is the favorlte and we're the under-
dogs . . . sure, I believe some of

swimming

Harrison’s Catherlne Tucker and
Northville’s Mlchelle Stevens.

The meet will have plenty of
stars, Including Stevenson's Shella
‘Taormina, one of the state's best In

the other teams will do some good
things. It's going to bo who gets the
most swimmers into the finals,
Every team has at least one good
swimmer.”

Among the other schools that
may be heard from are Westland
John Glenn, Livonta Churchlll,
Northville, Plymouth Canton and
Plymouth Salem.

But the big battle is shaplng up
between Stevenson and North.

ONE OF THE big matchups will
oceur in the 200 and $00-yard
freestyles where North's Jennifer
Rowe Is sceded slightly ahead of
Stevenson’s Michele McKenzie.

Another tight race wlll take
place in the 50 freestyle, where
Stevensen's Ann Bollinger and
North's Marge Cramcr tied last
year. But also expected to make
waves In that cvent are Farming-
ton's Lauren Weary, Farmington

the 200 medley and 100
butterfly, She leades the area in
four dlfferent events. (See statlsti-
cal page for best area times.)

Churchiil’s Audra Martin is a
standout in the 100 breaststroke
and Glenn's Jamle Koester witl be
heard from in diving.

Canton's top swimmers are Cas-
sle Cummins and Julle Cox, while
Salem will rely on Shannon Mur-
phy and Erln Olson.

“Depth will mean a lot," predlct-
ed Phill, whose team finlshed 10-2

Top spot at stake for North, Stevenson

in dual mects. “But some of the
hiead-to-head races will be great,
You'll sce some fast swimming. 1
Just hope our gitls swim well.”

DUTHIE, whose team's only
dual meet loss of the season was to
Stevenson, just wants to et it all
hang out.

“At this point you put the kids in
the water and sce what happens,”
he said. “1 don't know If there Is
any key arca. Illness has been a
problem with us ail year. But we
don't want to make excuscs. We
want {o do the best we can and I'm
conildent we'll be doing that.”

The championship and consola-
tion finals begin at 7 pm. Friday at
Salem.

Marlins seek a simple trek
- toward rematch with Salem

HE GIRLS' ANSWER to
: March Madness beglns to-
X night across the state when

approximately 694 schools
cater district play.
A few teams from Observerland

. should be heard from before it's all

aver, while others wlil dic quictly
and look farward to next year,

‘The Class A, B, C and D champlon-
ship games witl be staged at a differ-
ent venue this year, Grand Valley
State in Allendale takes over for

. Western Michlgan’s Reed Fleld-

house. The flnals are slated for noon

. {(Class D), 2 p.m. (A}, 6 p.m. (C) and
: 7:30 p.m. (B) on Saturday, Dec. 13.

The Class A semifinals also will be

. held Friday, Dec. 12, at Grand Val-

'

ley, with the ather semlfinal locales
belng Jenison {B), Grand Raplds Un-
fon {C) and Grand Raplds Kenowa
Hills (D) high schools.

The roads for some area schools
will be easler than others. Prognosti-
cators may have trouble picking the

* four state champlons, but my money

Is on Plymouth Salem (A), Flint
Beecher (B), Detroit St. Martin de
Porres (C) and Peck (D).

Here's how Wall Street might ana-

i lyze Qbserverland's area teams en-
* terlng stote tournament play.

BLUE CHIP STOCK

Plymouth Salem {19-1): The Rocks
are the area’s hottest commodity be-
cause of three factors: A) coach Fred
Thomann, B) Dena Head, and C) flne
supporting cast (Jessica Handley,
JIil’ Estey, Kristen Hostynskl and
Keri McBride).

Salem Is a good buy even (hough

o they'll face quality district compet!s

tion and must get by Farmington
Hills Mercy In a quarterflnal
matchup, Only a suspect bench could
keep the Rocks from winnlng it ail.

GOOD INVESTMENTS P
Farmington Bl Mercy (14-8) An

| casy district and an easy reglonal

i

‘ should put (his team agalnst Salem

tn tha .':avn nuarterfinals Dee. 10 at

[an]
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Southleld. The Marlins have played
a tough schédule and could have the
revenge maotlve going for them In a

Jan Heberholz (42) and her Marlln mates aro planning a long
state tournament run for Mercy. .

potentlal remateh with Salem, which
won by 20 earlier in the season. Mer-
cy's inslde game must improve.
Livonla Ladywood (13-6; The
Blazers should roll in the Class B dis-
trlcts at Royal Oak Shrine, but a re-
gional matchup with Cathollc
League rival Dearborn Divine Child
{16-3) could be troublesome, as well
as a potential quarterfinal matchup
with No. 1 ranked and unbeaten

Ploasa turn to Page 2

RANDY BORST/stelf photographer

DON’'T BE FOOLED BY
LOW LOSS-LEADER PRICES...

Nowadays, everybody is offering

“THE

LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN' on Cellular Car
Telephones. So who really offers you the

best deal?

At MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS, you'll
find the latest,-top-of-the-line Cellular Car
Phones at prices that are comparable to
most of those other guy's deals; but, after
the price, you get more with us. Full service
performed right in our Southileld location

by professionals.

Full

warrantles, and

"everything you need to use your phone the
day we install it. And don't forget, we carry
only the latest in Cellular Car Phones. Like
the GENERAL ELECTRIC 2500 CARFONE
featuring HANDS-FREE operatlon.

For a limited time only, the discriminating
Cellular Car Phone buyer can enjoy the GE

2500 for just

per month
on approved credit
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