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By Chrls McCosky
staff writer

, Farmington Hills Mercy bas-

ketball coach Larry Baker
Klumped back agalnst the

leachers at Dearborn Divine

d Saturday. He looked beat,

on the verge of tears as he re-

flected on a most disturbing 49-47
loss to the Falcons. :

*“Mey, tell your kids they played
‘a great game. They sure did take
a boslng, I apologize for that, but
there lsn't anything I can do
about It."” The man speaking was
Divine Child's assistant coach.
The DC head coach, Kathy Sullt-
van, echoed her assistant’s senti-
ments.

It was the second stralght time
officiating has played a hand In a
Mercy defeat. In a 43-44 overtime
loss to Ladywood, Mercy was
bushwhacked by a long succes-
slon of foul calls in the second
half, most of which were disputed
by Baker,

“If I scem a blt shaken by all of
this it's because I feel bad for my
kids,” Baker sald Saturday night.
‘“They are playing hard and they
are playlng well enough to win.
1t's very difficult for them to un-
derstand what's been bappening.”

Here's what happened Satur-

day:

‘THE MARLINS {cll behind 87-
29 with three minutes left in the
third quarter. At that point, Mer.
¢y looked ripe for a burlal.

‘The Marlins' press, keyed by a
hustling Jan Herberholz, forced
cight consecutlve turnovers. That
led to cight unanswered polnts
and a tle game at the end of the
quarter,

It also set up the wild finlsh,

DC went up by three, 47-44,
wlith 1:25 left. Margarct DeMattia
hit twa free throws with 1:10 left:
47-48,DC.

Here Is the play that eventually
beat’ Mercy: DC's Gabe Senatore
took a pass at center court, fed
Sue Nissen underneath the hoop
for the backbreaking score, Un.

Marlins stumble to DC
for 2nd straight defeat

girls
basketball

scen by the officials was the fact
that Senatore committed {wo
travellng violations on the play —
once when ahe caught the pass,
and agaln before relensing the
ball to Nlssen, There was no call
on the play because both officials
— Marty Andrews and Dick
Buckholz -~ were on the other
side of the court. Nelther saw the
play.

MERCY HAD a chance to tle
the game in the flnal seconds.
With 44 seconds lelt, Adrienne
Clark hit onc of two free throws
to reduce the DC lead to a basket,
49-47, The Marlins forced a turn-
over with 19 seconds left and
called time out,

They worked the ball around
the perimeter against DC's zone.
Yvette Malson, who led Mercy
with 23 points, made a move
toward the basket with four see-
onds left, She put up a shot from
about 16 fect, Nissen, DC's pow-
erful post ptayer, amothered Mai-
son's shot. It was a thunderous
block and the Mercy bench
screamed 1n vain for a foul call.

“I knew we were runaing a risk
coming In here to play," Baker
said, “This fs a very tough gym to
play In, But I felt we could run
the risk of a loss in the face of the
great competition we would get.
And this was a great basketball
game. Our press vs. thelr muscle.
11elt this was a very constructive
game. It was certalnly no fun to
lose, but I don't expect that this
will devastate us.”

Malson was the only Marlin to
score in double figures, Nissen led
DC with 18, Senatore added 11
and Andrea McAllister tossed In
10,

THERE WAS another contro-
versial exchange between the of-
ficials and the Mercy bench dur-
ing Saturday’s game. One that
cventually worked against the

Marlins,

With his team up by three
polnts in the second quarier,
Baker wanted to pull DCout of its
zone. He wanted to
hold the ball and force the DC
guards to come out and challenge
them, The rules state that the de-
fensive team, if behind in the
game, must challenge the offense
wlth two or more players.

On the first exchange, Mercy
turned the ball over, On the sec-
ond exchange, DC sent one player
out to challenge Malson, and
Buckhotz called Merey for a five-
second violatlon. The next time
Mercy held the ball, DC again
sent ope defender to challenge.
This time, Andrews called a tech-
nleal foul agalnst DC.

As It turned out, It was a dam-
aging scries of ovents for Merey,
DC went from three polnts down
to two polnts up at the half.

“Obvlousty, holding the ball at
that polnt didn't help us,” Baker
sald. “It took away our momen~
tum. But we would have much
preferred to attack their man-to-
man defense,”

The Marlins (13-6) will open the
state tournament Thursday night
at Southfield. They will play Red-
ford Unfon at 7:30 p.m.

MERCY 53, AQUINAS 40:
Yvette Malson's 23 points helped
the Marllns break & two-game
losing streak with a comeback
vietory agalnst visiting Southgate
Aquinas Tuesday.

The win allowed Mercy to fin-
ish fts regular season at 14-6.
Aquinas takes an 11-7 record into
the state tournament,

‘The Marlins, who kad lost thelr
two previous games to state-
ranked Dlvine Child and Livonla
Ladywood, started slugglishly
agalnst Aquinas, They trailed 18-
9 after one quarter and 24-23 at
the balf,

Engineers

‘The Hennesscy Engineers Junior
A hockey team plcked up a couple of
wins last week without taking to the

lce.

Because Chlcago has dropped out
of the North American Junior Hock-
ey League, league offlclals have
agreed to Include the Little Cacsars
Junfor Invitational Hockey. Tourna-
ment games played In October on
the teams’ records, :

“We need to have 45 league games
in order to qualify for the natlonal
tournament,” sald Enginecrs coach
AJ. Baker, “To make up for Chlca-
g0, we get to add the tournament
games to our record. Each of the
teams in our league played common
oppanents in that tournament.”

So tke Englineers, sulfering
through a flve-losses-in-six-games

win twice off the ice

;\dd, gladly accepted the two victo-
s,

BUT BACK on the fce Friday
night, the Engineers suffered a 7-3
defeat to the Detrolt Falcons at the
Plymouth Cultural Center ice arena,

“If we could wipe out that firat pe-
riod, we win the game,” said Baker.

‘The Falcons bombarded the Engl-
neers with five first-period goals.
The onslaught was triggered by
Plymouth resldent Sean Worden.
Warden scored two goals and added
an assist. One of hls goals came
while the Falcons were killing a pen-
alty, Worden Intercepted a pass at
the blue line, skated in all alone and
g;ltllcd a shot past goalie George Ab-

t

“We gave them four incredlble op-
portunlties and they cashed in on

every one of them,” Baker sald.

The Englneers got second period
goals from Jeff Smith, Larry Pilut
and Tom Madden. Bryan Krygler as-
sisted on two of the goals. Doug
Brown relieved Abbott In goal in the
second perlod and effectively shut
the doors on the high flying Falcons.

The Englneers, 7-8 on the season
and at the bottom of the three-team
NAJHL, outshot the Falcons 32-31.
Compuware, 14-0, contlnues to pace
the league.

The Engineers will travel (o the
Detrolt Sknting Club Arena in Bire
mingham Saturday for a 7 pan. clash
wlth the St. Clalr Shores Junior B
team, the premlier Junlor B team in
the Detrolt area.

— Churis McCosky

Mercy should roll early -
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Flint Beecher. But remember, Lady-
wood has played in a lot of tough
games this season,
TAKE A CHANCE -, .

Westland 1John Glenn (16-4} The
Rockets have the home court advan-
tage in a first-round district game
against Salem, but in the last outing,
at Glenn,, the ks . took care -.of
business, Glenn pulled an upset aver
Salem foyr years ago, but it's very
unlikely in 1986. Gleno scared Salem
carller In the scason, 47-45, but that
may have been a fluke. Glenn front.
Uners Stacy Graham, Jenny Okon
and Mellssa Smiley must go wild on
the boards. -

Plymouth Canton (13-6): The
Chlefs may be a great buy next year
with several talented underclass-
men. They made the Western Lakes
Conference final against Salem, but
dld not perform well. Their first
round game is a severe test — Gar-
den City. Canton must be hitting on
all cylinders to make a goof It.

Garden City (16-3x The area’s
must purzling team, slowed at the
start of the season by lnjuries to
starters Shelly Malone, Terrl Paul
and Denlse Kokowicz. Although they
won the Northwest Suburban League
ase , the Cougars have yet to
prove themselves agalast good oppo-
nents. Beallng Canton would give
coach 1l Henry and hls team
a boost. This is a veteran team that
reached the reglonal last year, Its
most Improved player s 8-foot-1
senlor center Linda Lankford,

. HIGHRISK
Livoala Chorchill (12.8% A Jekyl '
and Hyde team that has beaten Gar-,
den City and lost by alx to Plymouth,

) axed |
Sl B e g b o * Taylor Center team in the Kennedy

by Plymouth Canton (by 43 points}
and upset by Livonla Franklin, First-

Wayne Memarlal (7-11): The

Zebras, another good buy [n the fu. *
ture,

ure, could win thelr flrst round

' game agalnst a wenk Taylor Truman

team, but beating an above-average

distriet finals s remote.
Livonla (5-15% The

year coach Tom Lang's unp d
ble team should not be taken lightly
In the Glenn distriet.

PENNY STOCKS

North Farmington (8-12): A young
team that has an outside shot of win-
nlng the Northvllle district If it gets,
past the host team.

Redford Bishop Dorgess (5-13)%
The return of senfor Katy Foloy -
wauld help the Spartans’ cause in the
Dearborn Fordson distriet. After
playing a tough Cenjral Dlvision
schedule in the Catholic League,
sophomores Psl Hines and Tanisha
Stokes grew up In a hurry. Dearborn
Edsel Ford, the Northwest Suburban
League's runner-up and Borgess'
first-round foe, should beware..

Livon!a Frankiln {7-13): The Patel-
ots are playlng better of late, stun-
ning Churchill a week age, but they
are a real longshot to make the dis-
trict finats at Glenn.

DON'TRISKIT
Redford Thurston (12-8% The Ea.
gles have enjoyed a deceat seasan

. under conch Mike Schuette, but the

Class B district at Dearborn Heights
Robichaud Is a real bear. Thurston
drew a bye and will meet highly
touted Dearborn Divine Chlld In sec-
ond round.

Spartans have been o two-man show
of late, Denlse Vinco and Sue Zater-
skl Playlng host Northvllle {n the

first round of the disteicts wlll pro- *

vide little satlsfaction.

Livonla , Clarenceville (7.12);
Sputtering of late, the Trojans have
1lttle depth and have the monumen-
tal task of beating host Royal Oak
Shrine In thelr district opener.

{ SELL NOW!
(Before It's too Inte)

Redford Unlon (4-16k What a
lucky break. The Panthers get to
open with (please have) Merey.

Farmington (2-18): Glve coach Di»

ana Fair some- credit. She's never
been down despite a dlsmal season,
Beatlng Novl (13-5) s out of the
realm of possibllity.

Farmington Harrison (0-20% Stll
on the board, but what can you say,
The Hawks have remalned aftoat,
desplte almost fillng for bankruptey
before the season staried,

OFF THE BOARD

Plymounth Christlan (record un.
known) After a few forfeits, Wall
Street analysts don't want to specu-
late.

Hawks set sights on Silverdome

Continued from Page 1

Oh, no. There will not be a let-
down,” Herrington sald. “Thls is the
big game. This !s the one that gels
you into the Sliverdome (state fi-
nals). In a lot of ways, the semlfinal
game Is the hardest one to win."

Harrison has used a simple but ef-
fective formula for success thus far:
no mistakes. Conslder:

In the two playoff gammes the
Hawks have forced nlnc turnovers
which led to 21 polnts. They have
commitied four turnovers resulting
in seven polnts for the opposltion.

Riverview was penallzed six times
for 50 yards, Onc penalty nullified a
touchdown. Northern was penal
seven times for 45 yards. In the two
games, Harrlson has been flagged
ust three times for 20 yards.

arrison, as has been fts trade-
m;nrk over the years, rarely beats it-
sell,

HARRISON'S OFFENSE, which
has put up 57 polnts In the two
games, has been a two-pronged at-
tack. Scott Blssell has carried the
ball 47 tmes for 146 yards. He has

also scored slx TDs, 11 TDs In the
Hawks Jast four games. Then there’s
the strong right arm of Mark Mur-
ray. The senlor hos completed 22 of
39 passes for 249 yards and two
touchdowns, He's been picked off
three times, He has used {lve differ-
ent recelvers: Mark Schmidt, Gary
Schwedt, Rocky Varacalll, Dave
Krolickl and Kurt Davis,

By lhe way, do you remember :

what happened the last time Harrl-

son beat Marysville in the Class B .

state playoffs? The Hawks went on
to win the state champlanship.

HOW YOUR DUSINESS CAN
'BY DEING CLIPPED.

S AR
Nothing attracts new customers like an opportunity to save
money. Nething helps bring them into your store like the

Gold Pages Coupons” in Ameritech PagesPlus® The book
nine out, of ten people look to when e :
- they're ready to buy. BaGesPLus !
Choose the kinds of money-saving
offers that suit your business best— @
fror'rl'n ?éscounrs o Ingunr r(fabr?les. And they k
TECH = Worlk for you every day of the year. !
AIMERITECH i Call 252-9200 and say you h
Helpng you communkate.  want to profit by belng clipped, Qragmet E

Next fo the phone, there's nothing betrer:

A Crackling Fire for the Holidays?
Williams Panel Brick can design, supply, instail and
professionally finish your fireplace in time for the

“holidays. .
in home estimates or visit our showroom.

YES!
| FREE

Knock Thei
Socks Off

featuring:

This Year * PREWAY FIREPLACES

unm *DURAVENT CHIMNEYS
with a glft certificate ’ R *MORGAN MANTELS AND
from Jax Kar Wash N SURROUNDS
s ol Sauscn o gk e *STUCCO STONE LIGHTWEIGHT
R T d 'STONE VENEER
freialsmredns bt o { oLIGHTWEIGHT - GENUINE
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ot A s i V4" THICK REAL BRICK
S B fret "| B *PETERSON GAS FIREPLACE

LOGS

o005 WILLIAMS. PANEL BRICK. Redford
: 4 s ' Fireplace Design Genter' oo 538.6833
41hun. 27303 W. B Milc (2 miles W. of Telegraph Rd.) ¢

" Redford. Mich. 42240

arkston *
U 625.7275
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