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The gold certificate will be the new
gift of choice for smart holiday
shoppers this year, according to re-
tailing exccutives ot some of metro-
politan Detroit's biggest shoppiog
centers,

The ywold certificate is the most
widely-uccepted gift certificate ever
issued, It buys merchandise and ser-
vices in every one of over 800 busi-
nessess in four of the area’s largest
shopping. centers: Brinrwood in Ann
Arbor, Fairlane Town Center in
Dearborn, Lakeside in  Sterling
Heights. and Twelve Oaks in Novi.

Go for the ‘gold’

“Unlike most gift certificates,
which are good for a single store or
for one center. the gold certificate of-
fers an unlimited choice of mer
chandise and services in four shop-
ping centers,” explained Larry Hunt,
repionad director for the Toubman
Co.. which manages the four retail
centers. “That includes all of the de-
partiment stores, the movies, restaus
rants, pet shops, beauty shups —
cven the dental affices.”

Gold certificates in any denomina.
tion ean be purchased at the informa-
sion desks at all four centers.
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Investigate before
picking out toys

F YOU'RE like miliions of other
shoppers, walking into a tny
store at Christmas time may be
overwhelming. Suddenly, you're

confronted by un array of colors, sizes
und shapes that seem as endless as the
aisles you walk down. Traditional
playthings are side by side with
newfangled, high-tech toys,

But tays are an important part of
the giving seasen, and even if you
don't have little ones of your own, holi-
day time in the world of toys can
awaken you to the glee and huppiness
of Christmas.

Parents usually know exactly what
their little ones want for Christinns,
but if you're choosing a gift for the
child of an employer, necighbor or rel-
tive, the following
from LJN Toys Ltd., might help.

GET SUGGESTIONS from friends
who are parents. If you haven't

shopped for toys for a while, you might

Design yor own...
We'll show you how

AJO@RKS, inc.

32751 Franklin Rd. » South of 14 Mile

be in for u susprise when
diversity of products on lhey :‘nlf'n’kt:tme

Oue suggestion is 1o find put wim
the popuiar TV shows are ameng kids
and cheek to see if toy collections ae
available bised on the series, Any.
thing a child con easily elate to —)a
TV or storybook hero — will likely
contr.xbulc to imaginative play and
creativity. '

Select toys that feel good. “Al cid
dren like euddly dolls — a doll thy
feels good to hold is important to the
child's development,” said Janice Gt
son, chairman of the department of
psychology and education at the Urh
versity of Pittsburgh, “Childen are
attached to toys that feel good to 5
plore  both visually and throut
totich.”

Consider the age of the child. &
children develop, their toy preferences
change. A toddler needs toys thit
stimulute imitative play.

During the middle school yeas
children enjoy team play and becoce
concerned with winning. Group plss
during the ages of 812, according t3
child care experts, teaches childres
about the nature of competition, whitk
often helps to stimulate cognitive
growth.

A panie like Photon, & high-tech ver-
sion of “Cowboys and Indians” thatis
played in teams, can help childes
learn about group steategy. ingencity
and team participating.

SELECT TOYS THAT stimulze
the imagination, “Playing with ligse
that have “human™ chatacteristics ¢z
help a child construct new fantasis
and understand their own unique feer
ings and ideas,” Gibson said. "Cht
dren are more easily apt to ideatify
with such chasactess and creativey
work out conflicts through imaginative
play.”

Know the child's preferences. Fied
out from a parent, babysitter of neig
bor what the child's interests are. Fx
instance: Is the child artistic? Dosste
or she enjoy independent or giw?

loy?
? Cyhildn.'n have the same fikes &
dislikes as adults, so it’s important
learn what you can about the childn
a "'person.” .

Consider toys that are active, Inad
dition to intellectual and emouorui‘
velopment, children need to devels
and strengthen their bodies. Whetke
it be the development of small musce
in the hands and fingess or improwd
and perfecting eye/hand coordinatics
many toys are active in nature nds
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